QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 188

1) What three actions of the servant will continue after he dies?

The Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:

When the son of Aadam dies, then his actions are cut off, except for three:

Sadaqah jaariyah (a continuing charity) or 

Some knowledge from which benefit is derived or

A righteous child who makes duaa for him.

Hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah reported by Muslim (1631)

2) What examples of the first type of action does the shaykh give?

As an action of Sadaqah jaariyah, the shaykh mentions:

A financial endowment for a masjid or a school where people learn, so for as long as it continues to be of benefit, then its reward will continue to accumulate for him, for as long as benefit is taken from the endowment.

3) What examples of the second type of action does the shaykh give?

As an example of knowledge benefited from:

Such that he taught fiqh (Islaamic knowledge) or aqeedah (the Islaamic creed or belief), and he had students learning from him – so he will accumulate reward due to his teaching.

Or the person may have written books which benefit the people, so the reward for him continues.

So this is from the knowledge which he taught.

4) How does the shaykh explain the third type of action?

The dead person got married in order to preserve his chastity, and also seeking righteous offspring, and there then came a righteous child.

In this way, the child was from the deeds of the dead person which the person was a cause of – and therefore, if the living child makes du’aa for the dead person after his death, then the reward of his du’aa will reach the dead parent.

So the actions of this other person (i.e. the righteous offspring) will benefit the dead person.

The purest of that which you eat is that which comes from your own earning, and your children are from your earning.

Hadeeth of Aa’ishah reported by Abu Daawud and Tirmidhee, 

who said it was hasan saheeh.

5) How do some scholars explain the aayah from soorah an Najm (53: 39) that the shaykh quotes?

The shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions that as regards the dead person deriving benefit from actions other than those mentioned in the hadeeth, then this is an area of some disagreement between the scholars.

Allaah, the One free of all Imperfections, states:

And a person will not receive except that which he himself worked for.

Soorah an Najm (53) aayah 39

Some scholars say that this aayah shows that the actions of a person will not benefit anyone else - without any exception to this.

The shaykh then goes on to mention that this position is contradicted by a number of authentic texts from the Quraan and the Sunnah.

6) What proofs does the shaykh quote to show that it is legislated for the living person to supplicate for the dead person?

Among the proofs are:

O our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who have preceded us in eemaan.

Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 10

And seek forgiveness for your sin – and for the believing men and the believing women.

Soorah Muhammad (47) aayah 19

And this aayah included the dead believers as well.

And the narration from the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam who commanded the Muslims, after they had buried their brother, to stand over the dead person’s grave and seek forgiveness for him and ask Allaah to grant the person tathbeet (firmness).

Hadeeth reported by Aboo Daawud (no 3221) and others, and graded saheeh by Shaykh Al Albaanee rahimahumallaah.
7) What proofs does the shaykh quote to show that it is legislated for the living person to make pilgrimage on behalf of the dead person who died without making the hajj?

The shaykh hafidhahullaah quotes the statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam when he said:

Perform hajj for yourself, then perform it for (your relative) Shubrumah.

Hadeeth reported by Aboo Daawud (no 1811) and others.

He hafidhahullaah also the quotes the narration when a lady came to the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam and asked about her mother, upon whom hajj had been obligatory but who had died before performing it.

She asked him sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam:

Should I perform hajj on her behalf?

He sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam replied:

Yes, perform hajj on your mother’s behalf.
Hadeeth reported by Al Bukhaari (1852).
8) What does the shaykh say about the people who hire reciters of the Quraan to recite on behalf of the dead person?

He says that this type of action will benefit neither the dead person nor the living one.

This is because the reciter takes wages for his recitation, so there is no thawaab (reward for him).

And looking at this matter from a second aspect, then this is an innovated affair for which there is no proof – so there can be no blessing in it for the dead or the living.
