QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 194

1) What is the definition of a sahaabee (Companion)?

He or she is a person who met the Messenger of Allaah sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam, believed in him and died upon that.

2) Was an Najaash (the Negus) considered to be a Companion? If not, then why not?

He was a contemporary of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam and believed in him but did not meet him – so an Najaash was not considered a Companion, even though he was a Muslim.

3) What reasons does the shaykh hafidhahullaah give as to why the Companions were the best of nations after the Prophets and the Messengers?

This is because the Companions met the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam and believed in him, they fought jihaad alongside him, and took the knowledge from him, he sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam loved them and Allaah chose them to be his sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam Companions.

4) How are those who are with the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam described at the end of Soorah al Fat-h (the 48th soorah)?

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah; and his Companions who are with him are stern against the Unbelievers and merciful amongst themselves.

You will see them performing bowing and prostration, seeking Allaah’s favour and His pleasure.

Their sign will be seen upon their faces from the effects of prostration – that is their description occurring in the Tawraah.

And their description in the Injeel is that of a plant which sends out a side shoot – so it strengthens it so that it grows strong, and it grows straight upon its stalk. The sowers are delighted by it.

So that Allaah enrages the unbelievers through them.

Allaah has promised forgiveness and a tremendous reward for those who truly believe and perform righteous deeds from amongst you.

Soorah al Fat-h (48) aayah 29

5) How does the shaykh describe the act of loving the Companions and how does he describe the act of hating the Companions?

Loving the Companions is eemaan (true faith).

Hating them is nifaaq (hypocrisy).

6) Why is it obligatory to love the Companions?

Amongst the reasons are:

That Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, loves them.

That the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam loved them.

That they fought jihaad in the Path of Allaah.

That they spread Islaam in the East of the Earth and the West.

That they assisted the Messenger sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam, believed in him, and followed the noor (illuminating light) which was sent down along with him.

7) What commonly quoted du’aa for the Companions is mentioned at the end of Soorah al Hashr (the 59th Soorah)?

Rabbanaaghfir lanaa wa li ikhwaanin alladheena sabaqoonaa bil eemaan

Wa laa taj’al fee quloobinaa ghillan lilladheena aamanoo.

Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 10

O our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in eemaan.

And do not place hatred in our hearts towards those who believed before.

8) What is our attitude towards the aalu bayt ir rasool?

As is the case for the other Companions, then we seek forgiveness for aalu bayt ir rasool (the family of the Messenger sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) and we ask Allaah that He does not place in our hearts anger towards them.

A difference is that the family of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam have two rights over us – the right of eemaan (i.e. the right of any believer) as well as the specific right of being the close relatives of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam.

9) What is the position of the sect called the Nawaasib towards a) the Companions and b) the ahl ul bayt?

The misguided sect called the Nawaasib ally themselves to the Companions but they have hatred towards the members of the household of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam.

10) What is the position of the sect called the Rawaafid towards a) the Companions and b) the ahl ul bayt?

The misguided sect called the Rawaafid – the extreme Shee’ah – claim to love the family of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam and they hate the Companions, cursing them, blaming them and declaring the majority of them to be disbelievers – and Allaah’s refuge is sought.

11) Who are the best four of the Companions?

The best of them are al khulafaa ar raashidoon (the Rightly Guided Caliphs) – Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan and ‘Alee radi Allaahu ‘anhum.

12) What is the proof that we are commanded to follow these Companions?

The statement of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam: 

Upon you is my sunnah and the sunnah of al khulafaa ar raashidoon after me – cling onto that with the molar teeth.

Hadeeth of al ‘Irbaad radi Allaahu ‘anhu reported by Aboo Daawud (4607), at Tirmidhee (2678) and others.

13) What is the order of Companions in terms of their superiority after these four?

After these 4 are the rest of the ten Companions promised Paradise:

Sa’d ibn Abee Waqqaas

Sa’eed ibn Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl

‘Abdur Rahmaan ibn ‘Awf

az Zubayr ibn al ‘Awaam

Abu ‘Ubaydah ‘Aamir ibn al Jaraah

Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydillaah radi Allaahu anhum.

Hadeeth of Sa’eed ibn Zayd himself found in Tirmidhee (3757) and declared saheeh by Shaykh al Albaanee rahimahumullaah.

After them are the people who fought in the Battle of Badr.

Then after them are the people who took the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah.

See soorah al Fat-h (48) aayah 18

Then after them are those who believed and made jihaad before the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah.

Then after them are the Muslims believed and made jihaad after the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah.

Then after them are the remainder of the Muhaajiroon.

Then after them are the remainder of the Ansaar.

14) What point of benefit does the shaykh take from soorah al Hadeed (57) aayah 10?

Not equal are those from amongst you who spent in charity and fought before the fat-h (victory) – they are greater in level than those who spent and fought after.

And Allaah has promised all of them the best reward (Paradise).

Soorah al Hadeed (57) aayah 10

The shaykh takes the point of benefit that those Muslims who believed and made jihaad before the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah are better than those who did so after the Treaty.

15) What is the meaning of the word al fat-h in this aayah?
The word fat-h (the victory) means the peace treaty at Hudaybiyyah.

16) What is the proof that the Muhaajiroon in general have a degree of superiority over the Ansaar?

Amongst the proofs are the aayaat, which show that Allaah gave precedence to the Muhaajiroon over the Ansaar:

And the first and foremost from the Muhaajireen and the Ansaar….

Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 100

There is also a share in the booty for the Muhaajireen who were forced out of their houses and their wealth. They left seeking favour from Allaah and His pleasure, aiding Allaah and His Messenger – they are the true ones.

Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 8 

And in the following aayah from soorah al Hashr, the Ansaar are mentioned – i.e. the Muhaajiroon are mentioned before the Ansaar.

17) What are some of the reasons that the Muhaajiroon have this superiority over the Ansaar?

The Muhaajiroon are better because they left their homelands and their wealth and made hijrah (migration) in the Path of Allaah - which proves the trueness of their eemaan.

18) What is our position with regards to the disputes that occurred amongst the Companions?

We do not delve into these disputes because whatever arose between the Companions in terms of wars occurred through the Companions performing ijtihaad (striving to reach the correct decision), and each side coming to a different interpretation (of the evidences).

So whoever from among the Companions arrived at the correct conclusion receives one reward, and whoever from amongst them reached an incorrect conclusion still receives one reward.

The Companions have amassed such a quantity of good deeds and tremendous virtues as would wipe away any mistakes which occurred from some of them.

Rather it is obligatory upon the Muslims that they supplicate for Allaah’s pleasure for the Companions, and they seek to make excuses for the Companions, and they defend them.

19) What hadeeth does the shaykh quote to show the excellence of the Companions in general?

Do not abuse my Companions, for by the One in Whose Hand is my soul, were one of you to spend the equivalent of Mount Uhud in gold in charity, it would not reach a mudd (a single hand’s full) of one of them (i.e. the Companions)  - or even half of that.
Hadeeth of Aboo Sa’eed al Khudree radi Allaahu ‘anhu reported by Al Bukhaaree (3673) and Muslim.

20) What is the ruling upon the person who delves into the issue of the disputes that occurred between the Companions – and as a result, he develops some dislike in his heart towards some of them?

This person is a zindeeq (evil heretic).

21) What does the shaykh say about looking into these disputes simply for the purpose of research?

Even this is a tremendous error, and is not permissible.

22) What was the response of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez when he was asked about the disputes that occurred between the Companions?

They (i.e. the Companions) are a people whose blood Allaah has kept our hands free from spilling,

So therefore it is obligatory that we keep our tongues pure from speaking against their honour.

