QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 215

1) What is al ghuloo?

Al ghuloo, meaning ‘going beyond the limits’, refers to ziyaadah (addition) and tashdeed (being severe and excessive).

2)  What is al taqseer?

This term means ‘falling short’.
3)  Who are the mutanatti’oon?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said three times:

The mutanatti’oon are destroyed!

The hadeeth of ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu reported by Muslim (2670)

The mutanatti’oon means ‘those who go to extremes’ and refers to the mutashiddoon (those who are over severe).

4) What did the four men say who came to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in the hadeeth quoted by the shaykh? How did he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam reply?

One said: 

I will fast and I will not refrain from fasting.

Another said:
As for myself, then I will pray and I will not sleep.

Another said:
As for myself, then I will not eat meat.

Another said:
As for me, then I will keep away from women (i.e. relations with his wife).

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Indeed I am the one from amongst you who has the most taqwaa (fear of and dutifulness to Allaah) and who has the most fear of Allaah, and (yet) I fast and I refrain from fasting, and I pray and I sleep, and I marry women.

So whoever turns away from my sunnah then he is not from me.

Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree (5063) and Muslim.
5) Why does the shaykh quote the aayah from soorah al Maaidah (5:87)?

O you who believe! Do not forbid the good and pure things which Allaah has made halaal (lawful) for you - and do not go beyond the due limits!
Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 87

This aayah contains a warning against ghuloo and exceeding the due bounds by making forbidden those things which Allaah has allowed for us, instead of praising Him and showing gratitude to Him (as explained by Imaam as Sa’dee rahimahullaah in his tafseer).
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6) What is the meaning of the shaykh’s phrase ‘al aqeedatu wasat’?

This means that ‘the aqeedah is in the middle’.

In the context of this point, it refers to the aqeedah of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah being justly balanced between ta’teel (negation of the Names and Attributes of Allaah) and tashbeeh (likening the creation to the Creator).

7) What error do the Mu’attilah fall into?

The Mu’attilah – those who fall into ta’teel – went beyond the due limits in trying to perform tanzeeh of Allaah (declaring Allaah free of imperfections). 

But they did this to such an extent that they denied the Names and Attributes of Allaah.

8) What error do the Mushabbihah fall into?

The Mushabbihah – those who fall into tashbeeh – went beyond the due limits in ithbaat (affirming i.e. affirming the Names and Attributes for Allaah) to the extent that likened Allaah to His Creation.

9) Why does the shaykh quote the aayah from soorah ash Shooraa (42:11)?

There is nothing like Him (Allaah) - and He is the All Hearing, the All Seeing.

Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 11

This aayah is a refutation of both the Mushabbihah in that Allaah, the Most High says:

There is nothing like Him…

· and it is also a refutation of the Mu’attilah in that Allaah, the Most High, says:

and He is the All Hearing, the All Seeing.

10) What is the approach of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah with regard to the Names and Attributes of Allaah?

They affirm the Names and Attributes which Allaah affirmed for Himself and those which His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam affirmed for Him.

They do so without falling into ta’teel (negating) and denying the Names and Attributes, and without falling into tashbeeh (resembling Allaah to anyone or anything from His Creation).

They say that the Names of Allaah and His Attributes befit Him, He the One free of All Imperfections – even if these same Names and Attributes are also found amongst mankind as well – for their kayfiyyah (exact nature) is different from that of the Creator. 

So the particular Attribute will be in accordance with the one who actually possesses the Attribute.
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11) What error do the Jabariyyah fall into?

They go beyond the due limits in ithbaat (affirming) the Qadr (predecree), to the extent that they strip away the free will and choice from the person.

12) What do the Jabariyyah say about a person’s free will in choosing what actions he will do?

This misguided group say that the person has no ikhtiyaar (choice and free will); all his actions are in fact forced upon him, and he is just like a machine which is operated and driven by Qadr.

So they say he has no choice in the performance of his prayer, his fasting and his actions. And this is clearly a false and futile position of theirs.
13) What error do the Qadariyyah fall into?

They go beyond the due limits in ithbaat (affirming) the choice and free will of the servant, to the extent that they deny the Qadr (predecree).

14) What do the Qadariyyah say about the involvement of Allaah in a person’s actions?

They mistakenly say that the person is independent in his actions, and they take the person out from the wish and will of Allaah.

They say that the person has a wish which is independent (of Allaah), and that the person himself is the one who creates his own actions, and Allaah has nothing to do with them.

This is the position of the Mu’tazilah.

15) What do the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah say about the person’s choosing his own action and the involvement of Allaah in this?

They say:

The servant of Allaah has choice and free will, and this person acts according to his own choice.

However, together with this, the servant cannot exit from the ordainment and predecree of Allaah. So the person’s actions are created by Allaah, but they are the person’s deeds and what the person himself has earned.

So the person himself is the one who commits the sins and the person who commits the act of obedience to Allaah. However Allaah is the One who decrees.

For this reason, the person is punished for his crimes and rewarded for his obedience.

So if the person did these acts without choosing to do them, then he would not be rewarded or punished.

16) Is the insane person rewarded or punished for his actions? Who else is mentioned by the shaykh as being similar to this?

No the insane person is not held accountable in this way, as is the case for the young child and the person who is forced to do an action over which he has no choice.
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17) The shaykh describes the position of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah in this topic as being between what and what?

It is between amn (feeling secure) from Allaah’s plan and iyaas (despairing) of His Mercy.

18) What is the significance of the aayah from soorah al Anbiyaa (21:90) that the shaykh quotes?

They used to hasten to do good deeds and they called upon Us with eagerness for reward and with fear of punishment; and they were khaashioon (humbly submissive) to Us.

Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 90

This aayah shows that the Prophets combined having fear of Allaah’s punishment together with having hope for Allaah’s reward.

19) The prophets had fear of Allaah, but it did not have what blameworthy consequence for them?
It did not lead them to despairing of the mercy of Allaah.

20) The prophets had hope in Allaah, but it did not have what blameworthy consequence for them?
It did not lead them to feeling safe and secure from the plan of Allaah.

21) Why is the example of Ibraaheem alaiyhissalaam quoted here?

The Father of the Prophets, Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam said:

(O my Lord)… keep me and my children far away from worshipping the idols!

Soorah Ibraaheem (14) aayah 35

So Ibraaheem did not feel safe and secure with regards to himself – rather he feared being put to trial, because he was a human being.
22) How might a person obtain the mercy of Allaah?

It is obligatory upon the person that he carries out the means to obtaining the mercy of Allaah and they are:

a) tawbah (repentance)

b) Islaam ul wajh lillaahi (submitting one’s face to Allaah, the One free of all imperfections)

c) Ihsaan (worshipping in a perfect manner)

23) What error do the Murji’ah fall into in this regard?

They mistakenly say: sins will not harm a person who has eemaan, so if a person has eemaan in his heart, then sins will not harm him.

This sect believes that actions do not enter into the reality of eemaan, so a person will enter Paradise even if he were to have no good deeds with him.

So this sect feels safe and secure from the plan of Allaah.

24) Who are the wa’eediyyah and what is their error in this regard?

This group is the Khawaarij.

They mistakenly declare to be disbelievers those Muslims who have fallen into major sins other than shirk.

They believe that the wa’eed of Allaah (the punishments mentioned in the texts of the Qur’aan and the Sunnah) must be enforced upon the one who disobeys Him, for Allaah has threatened those who disobey Him.

However Allaah also states:

Indeed Allaah does not forgive that partners in worship be associated with Him, but He forgives less than that to whomsoever He wishes.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 48

So the truth is that the major sinners are in fact under the mashiyyah of Allaah – if He wishes He will punish them and if He wishes He will forgive them.

25) What is likened to the two wings of bird here?

Hope and fear for the person are like the two wings of a bird, and both wings must be sound for the bird to fly. If one of them is defective, then the bird will fall. So a person must be similarly balanced between having hope and having fear.
