 Box 19
The second issue: that Allaah is not pleased that anyone other than Him should be taken as a partner along with Him in His worship 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. That the first issue which the Imaam has just finished discussing: 

a) Included the obligation to worship Allaah

b) Discussed the issue of our approach to Allaah’s Names and Attributes 
c) Encompassed the two shahaadahs 
d) Discussed the matter of pilgrimage

e) Included the obligation to follow the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam

Answers: a) c) e)

Q2. That this second issue which the Imaam is now discussing tells us that : 

a) Matters of worship can be directed towards the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam

b) The person who worships Allaah and other than Allaah will receive the greatest reward

c) Acts of worship will not bring benefit unless done with ikhlaas and tawheed 

d) Any worship which is contaminated by shirk will render that act null and void 

Answers: c) d) 

Q3. That the prayer which is offered without tahaarah :

a) Is null and void

b) Is compared to the worship which is contaminated by shirk 

c) Is compared to the building which is based on shaky foundations

d) Is accepted by Allaah as long as the person sincerely wishes to please Allaah

Answers: a) b)

Q4. What Qur’aanic evidences does the Shaykh quote to show the link between a) the command to worship Allaah and b) the prohibition of shirk ?

The statements of Allaah, the Most High:

And worship Allaah and do not associate anything along with Him!

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 36

And they were not commanded except that they should worship Allaah making the religion purely and sincerely for Him, upon the true religion (of tawheed).

Soorah al Bayyinah (98) aayah 5

And We did not send before you a messenger except that We revealed to him that none has the right to be worshipped except Me, so therefore worship Me alone! 

Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 25

And your Lord commanded that you should not worship except Him.

Soorah al Israa (17) aayah 23

And We sent a messenger to every nation commanding, “Worship Allaah and avoid at taaghoot (false objects of worship).

Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 36
Q5. That avoiding the taaghoot :

a) Is a prerequisite for a person’s worship to be truly deemed to be worship 

b) Is the same as avoiding shirk

c) Is the same as staying away from the oppressive Muslim rulers 

d) Is something that all people on the face of the Earth do anyway

Answers: a) b) 

Q6. That in their worship, the mushrikoon (people of shirk):

a) Single Allaah out with worship

b) Hate Allaah and do not worship Him

c) Mix their worship of Allaah with worship of other than Allaah 

d) Will have all their acts of worship accepted by Allaah

Answer: c) 

Q7. What hadeeth qudsee does the Shaykh quote to show the futility of contaminating acts of worship with shirk?

The statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam when he reported it from his Lord, the Mighty and Majestic:

Allaah, the Most High, said, “I am the One having no need of any association of worship. Whoever does an action in which he associates anyone else along with Me then I will abandon him and his shirk.” 

Q8. That people who state the two shahaadahs and pray, fast and perform pilgrimage:

a) Without exception will have all their acts of worship accepted by Allaah

b) Without exception will all go to Paradise

c) Might still be mushrikoon (people of shirk) 

d) Might have their acts of worship rejected 

Answers: c) d) 

Q9. That taking partners along with Allaah in worship:

a) Is something very serious and therefore great attention needs to be paid to this 
 

b) Is a good thing so long as the partners taken are righteous beings

c) Is forbidden, regardless of who the partner taken along with Allaah is

d) Might be done with the excuse that these partners are just intercessors and not actual objects of worship 

e) Was something which even the people in Jaahiliyyah did not do

Answers: a) c) d)
 Box 20
Neither any angel brought near nor any prophet sent 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation: 

Q1. With regards to the “angel brought near” as mentioned by the Imaam here:

a) This includes Jibreel 

b) It is permissible to take this angel as a partner along with Allaah in acts of worship, as long as it is not in the salaat

c) Allaah is not pleased that such an angel be taken as a partner with Him in any worship 

d) This point of the Imaam’s shows that there are some angels which Allaah hates and does not bring near to Him

Answers: a) c) 

Q2. With regards to the “prophet sent” as mentioned by the Imaam here:

a) This includes all the prophets, including the ones after Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam

b) Only Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, the best of all mankind, can have worship directed to him

c) The prophet sent refers to, amongst others, the ulul ‘azm (those firmest in resolve)
d) None of the prophets can be taken as partners along with Allaah in worship

Answers: c) d) 

Q3. With regards to taking an angel or a prophet as a partner in worship with Allaah:

a) If this is something forbidden, then by necessity it is also forbidden to take anyone who is lesser than the angels and the prophets 

b) This is a forbidden action, no matter what name people try to disguise this action with 

c) No one on the face of the Earth can be foolish enough to do this forbidden action anyway 

d) Only the Muslim ummah is free from performing this forbidden action

Answers: a) b) 

Q4. With regards to the statement of the people who take partners along with Allaah, “We worship them only so that they bring us close to Allaah”:

a) These mushriks believe that their intercessors give them their provision

b) These mushriks believe that their intercessors are intermediaries between them and Allaah

c) These mushriks make shirk in tawheed ur ruboobiyyah (the Tawheed of Lordship)

d) These mushriks make shirk in tawheed ul uloohiyyah (the Tawheed of Worship) 

Answers: b) d)

� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool (p49):





And the truth is that Allaah, who is unique in His creating the servants and giving them provision, and He is the One who acts without anyone or anything restricting Him over them and who controls their affairs – He is not pleased that there be any partner for Him in His worship.


And al ‘ibaadah (worship) is a comprehensive term for everything which Allaah loves and is pleased with from the statements and actions and deeds, external and internal.


So whoever directs the acts of worship to other than Allaah has committed shirk akbar (greater shirk). 


And whoever makes shirk with Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, (taking as a partner) other than Him from His created beings, has committed shirk akbar.


Therefore all acts of worship and of drawing close, from seeking help and seeking deliverance and sacrificing and having fervent desire and having dread and having awe and having reverence and humility and turning repentantly and having reliance and hope and reverential fear – all of these are from the acts of worship for which it is not permissible that they be directed to other than Allaah or that there be a partner with Allaah in them.


This is because Allaah is not pleased with that.


And shirk akbar (greater shirk) is a sin by which Allaah is disobeyed and it is a sin which will not be forgiven and the person who does it will not deserve the shafaa’ah (intercession). Rather they will be from the people of the Fire, remaining eternally (in it), as Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, said:


Indeed Allaah does not forgive that partners be set up in worship with Him and He forgives less than that to whomsoever He wishes.


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 48 and aayah 116





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The first (matter) was an explanation of the obligation of worshipping Allaah and of following the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. 


And it is the meaning of the two shahaadahs (testimonies of faith): the testimony that laa ilaaha ill Allaah (none truly has the right to be worshipped except Allaah) and the testimony that Muhammad rasool ullaah (Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the second matter is that: if worship has shirk mixed in with it then it will not be accepted because it is essential that worship is done purely for the Face of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So whoever worships Allaah and worships something other than Him  along with Him, then (this) worship of Him is rendered null and void; its presence is just (as worthless) as its absence. 


This is because worship will not bring benefit unless it (is done) with ikhlaas (being purely for Allaah) and (the person being upon) tawheed.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





If it (the worship) is mixed with shirk, then it is corrupted, just as He, the Most High, said:





And it was revealed to you (O Muhammad) and to those (messengers) who came before you that if you associate anything along with Allaah then all your deeds will be rendered null and void, and you would certainly be from the losers.


Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 65


And He, the Perfect, said:


And if they associated anything along with Allaah then whatever deeds they had done would be rendered null and void.


Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 88





� Shaykh ul Islaam Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab rahimahullaah said in al Qawaa’id ul Arba’ (The Four Principles):





So if you have come to know that Allaah created you for His worship then know that worship cannot be called worship unless it is done with tawheed just as the prayer is not called prayer unless it is done with tahaarah .


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So His saying, He the Most High:


none has the right to be worshipped except Me..


Contains two matters: it contains a negation of shirk and it contains affirmation of worship for Allaah, the Most High.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He, the Most High, said:


So whoever rejects the taaghoot ( false objects of worship) and truly believes in Allaah then he has clung onto the firmest handhold which will never break.


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 256





So eemaan in Allaah will not be sufficient unless it is (done) along with rejection of at taaghoot.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah quoting the statement of Allaah:


And most of them do not believe except that they associate others in their worship of Allaah.


Soorah Yoosuf (12) aayah 106


He, the Perfect, made clear that they have belief in Allaah but they corrupt it with shirk – and Allaah’s refuge is sought. 





� Reported by Muslim (2985) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





There are people who pray, and testify that laa ilaaha ill Allaah and Muhammad rasool ullaah, they do this plentifully, and they fast and they perform the pilgrimage – however they call upon the tombs and they worship al Hasan and al Husayn and al Badawee and so and so, and so and so, and they seek deliverance from the dead. The worship (performed) by such people is null and void because they make shirk with Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic and they mix shirk into their worship.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah about the people who contaminate their worship of Allaah with the worship of other than Allaah:





Their deeds are futile and nullified until they make the tawheed of Allaah and they make the worship purely and sincerely for him and they abandon the worship of other than Him.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





It is obligatory to draw attention to this because Allaah is not pleased that anything should be associated with Him in worship of Him – anyone, no matter who it is.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool, explaining the danger of shirk (p50): 





(and) it is obligatory that the Muslims– in particular that the students of knowledge – look carefully at their (own) condition and that they look carefully at their actions and their activities and at that which their hearts are established upon  examining that in every moment of their lives such that shirk with Allaah does not contaminate their actions.


And (that) they look carefully at the condition of the people and give them education and direction and guidance so that they do not fall into any of the types of shirk and (thereby) fall into destruction.


And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed that he feared shirk for his nation tremendously when he said:


The thing which I fear most for you is ash shirk al asghar (the lesser shirk).


They said: And what is that?


He said:


Ar Riyaa (doing acts of worship for show). 


(Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad (3/7, 5/228 and 229) and at Tabaraanee)





So this is indeed one of the types of shirk; it is therefore necessary to actualise tawheed outwardly and inwardly, and to dissociate oneself from shirk and its people, and to look carefully at (one’s) self such that none of the types of shirk enters into it or none of its forms (enter into the person), (which are) tremendously grave.


And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was asked – as occurs in the hadeeth of ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood  - when he said to him:


O Messenger of Allaah, which sin is the most serious?


He said:


That you set up a rival with Allaah, whilst He created you.


(Reported by al Bukhaaree (6811) and an Nasaaee)


(He said this) due to the tremendous seriousness of the sin of shirk and its danger for the people.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah in response to the person who uses this excuse:





So we say to him, “This was the saying of the people in the times of Jaahiliyyah (pre Islaamic ignorance)! They took them as intercessors with Allaah because (these false objects of worship) were righteous people and were from the beloved servants of Allaah. And Allaah is not pleased with this (false excuse).”








� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The angel brought near ; this is the most excellent ones from the angels, such as Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam and the carriers of the ‘arsh (Throne) and those around it, and the angels drawn close to Allaah, the Perfect and Most High. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So despite the closeness of their place to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, and their drawing close to Him with worship and their status with Allaah  - if anyone were to associate them along with Allaah in worship, then Allaah will not be pleased that an angel drawn close is associated with Him, nor any prophet sent.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool: 





If (it is the case) that Allaah is not pleased that an angel be a partner in His worship – for example, Jibreel, such that Jibreel is supplicated to and deliverance is sought from Jibreel, and sacrifice is performed as a means of drawing close to Jibreel – and likewise Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam , then what about those other than these two?


Meaning: in the issue of taking partners (along with Allaah), there is no difference between a righteous man being taken as a partner or a wicked one, or an angel, or a prophet, or a jinn or a man, or a shaytaan or a stone or a tree – the meaning is one. There is no difference between these acts of shirk because worship is purely the right of Allaah, the Most High – no one (else) has a right to it.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This (point of the Imaam’s) is a refutation of those people who claim that they take the righteous beings and the beloved servants (of Allaah) as intercessors with Allaah in order to draw closer to Allaah ; just as the people of Jaahiliyyah used to say:


We do not worship them except so that they should draw us closer to Allaah!


Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 3





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And (the people) in some regions continue to be ignorant of the distinction between the right of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, and the right of His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and the rights of the righteous people – they mix (these rights) up. They do not know what the right of Allaah upon the servants is, nor what is obligatory with respect to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam upon the believers. And what is obligatory upon the believers towards the righteous ones from the servants of Allaah, the righteous ones from the believers.





..and our da’wah nowadays is, for the most part, a da’wah of tas-heeh (rectification), rectification of these errors, rectification of the ‘aqeedah (creed and belief), and rectification of worship. And this statement of ours, “We call to Allaah” does not mean that others besides us are not Muslims and that we cause them to enter into Islaam anew. No, this is a mistaken idea. They are Muslims but Muslims into whose ‘aqeedah there has entered some errors, (as well as into) their worship and their rulings and their everyday dealings and their economics and their politics; this is the reality (of things).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





They (the people of Jaahiliyyah) believed that those (objects of false worship) did not create, nor give provision nor possess power over death nor life nor resurrection. 


Rather their intention was just to take them as intermediaries with Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. 


Therefore they directed some worship towards them to draw them closer to them ; so they made  sacrifices for the graves, and they made vows for the graves and they supplicated for aid and called upon the dead.





