Box 17
So whoever obeys him will enter Paradise 
 and whoever disobeys him will enter the Fire 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. With regards to obeying the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam;

a) Whoever obeys him in that which he commanded with will enter Paradise 
 

b) Whoever disobeys him in that which he forbade will enter the Fire

c) Just believing in the truthfulness of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam alone, without obeying him, will save a person from entering the Fire
d) Some people will enter Paradise whilst others will refuse to enter it 

Answers: a) b) and d)

Q2. What Qur’aanic evidences does the Shaykh quote to prove that obeying the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is the path to salvation?

The statements of Allaah, the Most High:

Whoever obeys the Messenger, then he has indeed obeyed Allaah.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 80

And We did not send any Messenger except that he should be obeyed by the permission of Allaah.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 64

And if you obey him (the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) you will be rightly guided.

Soorah Noor (24) aayah 54

And obey the Messenger that you may be shown mercy.

Soorah Noor (24) aayah 56
Q3. With regards to entering Paradise or entering the Fire:

a) The Christian who follows all the commandments in the Bible sincerely but refuses to believe in Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam will enter Paradise 

b) The Jewish person who hears of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa 
sallam and refuses to believe in him will go to the Fire 

c) The main difference between the believer and the kaafir is that the kaafir does not perform pilgrimage to the Ka’bah in Makkah 

d) All the three so called Abrahamic faiths – Christianity, Judaism and Islaam – have some aspects which are true and some aspects which are false

Answer: b) 

 Box 18
And the proof is His statement, He the Most High:

We sent a messenger to you as a witness for you or against you just as We sent a Messenger to the Pharaoh.  But the Pharaoh denied and rejected the Messenger so We seized him with a severe punishment. 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. With regards to the statement “We sent a Messenger to you a Messenger as a witness over you”:

a) The word “We” refers to the two angels Munkar and Nakeer 

b) The word “Messenger” refers to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam 

c) The words “to you” refers to the Banoo Israaeel 
 

d) The words “as a witness” refers to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam acting as a witness in the disputes that arose between the Companions 

Answer: b)

Q2. On the Day of Judgement:

a) This Muslim ummah will act as witnesses against the Jews and Christians only

b) The Muslim ummah will act as witnesses against the previous nations 

c) The Muslim ummah will testify on the basis of what they read in the Qur’aan 
 

d) The Muslim ummah will only testify against those people who committed the major sins

Answers: b) and c)

Q3. That our Prophet Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam :

a) Will act as a witness against his ummah 

b) Sincerely advised the people

c) Established the proof against the people 

d) Conveyed the Message he was entrusted with

Answers: a) b) c) d)

Q4. That the wisdom behind Allaah sending the Messengers:

a) Was to establish the proof upon the people

b) Was to guide the people whom Allaah wished to be guided

c) Was to establish the khilaafah so that only Muslim rulers would be in charge over Muslims

d) Was to teach the people how all different religions could co-exist peacefully

Answers: a) and b)

Q5. That with regard to the part of the aayah “just as We sent a Messenger to the Pharaoh”:

a) The Messenger referred to here was ‘Eesaa, the Messiah

b) The Pharaoh referred to here refers to all the rulers of Egypt

c) The Pharaoh referred to here claimed ruboobiyyah (Lordship) for himself
d) The Pharaoh referred to here ruled with justice, and was kind to the elderly and children 

Answer: c) 

Q6. That with regard to the part of the aayah “so We seized him”:

a) Allaah seized and punished the Messenger referred to earlier in the aayah

b) the Pharaoh and his people were destroyed by a swarm of locusts 

c) the punishment Allaah gave to Pharaoh in this life expiates for any sins he committed

d) Allaah caused Pharaoh and his people to drown

Answer: d) 

Q7. That the Pharaoh and his followers:

a) Will be punished in the grave 

b) Accepted Islaam just before they died so will therefore end up in Paradise

c) Are exposed to the Fire morning and evening in al barzakh (the stage between this life and the Day of Resurrection) 

d) Should have du’aa made for them by all the Muslims

Answers: a) and c)

Q8. What are the three punishments which the Pharaoh and his people suffered, are suffering and will suffer?

They are:

a) that Allaah drowned them and wiped them out in a single moment.

b) that they are being punished in the Barzakh (intermediate life) until the Hour is established

c) that when they are raised up on the Day of Resurrection they will enter the severest torment  - and Allaah’s refuge is sought. 

Q9.  The punishment of the person who disobeys Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam will be the most severe because our Prophet: 

a) was the only Prophet from the offspring of Ismaa’eel

b) was the reason why the Universe was created

c) can see and hear the person who disobeys him

d) was the best of the Messengers 

Answer: d) 

Q10. With regards to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam being sent as a Messenger:

a) He was sent as a messenger to teach the Arabs how to achieve leadership

b) He was sent to explain to us the path of ‘ibaadah 
c) Whoever disobeys him will enter the Fire and whoever obeys him will enter Paradise
d) The people of Pharaoh will enter the Fire because they disobeyed their Prophet, Ibraaheem

Answers: b) and c) 
� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





Whoever obeys him will enter Paradise, whether that be:


right from the first instant without punishment or penalty – such as with the seventy thousand which you are aware of 


or he enters Paradise after deserving the Fire – he enters Paradise through the intercession of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam


or his good deeds and his bad deeds are equal to each other so the command is given that he be taken to the Fire then the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam intercedes for him so he enters Paradise.





These people will enter Paradise without entering the Fire.





Or it may be that they enter the Fire; however it is a Fire which purifies and his final outcome is to Paradise through the intercession of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam or through the intercession of those others who intercede or entirely through the Mercy of the arham ur raahimeen (the Most Merciful of those who have Mercy  - i.e. Allaah).





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





This is because disobedience of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is from disobedience to Allaah, the Blessed and Most High. Therefore the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


All of you will enter Paradise except for the one who refuses.


They said: And who will refuse O Messenger of Allaah?


He said: Whoever obeys me will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me has refused.


And disobeying the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is a refusal to enter Paradise. 


And whoever disobeys him will enter the Fire – whether that be:


eternally just as (is the case) with disobeying him with kufr  and shirk akbar and the nifaaq (hypocrisy) relating to creed and belief


or he enters the Fire, the Fire being a purifier just as (is the case) with disobeying him with that which is less than kufr and shirk as has preceded.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





So Allaah the Blessed and Most High made His Being Pleased and Paradise to be consequences of obedience to the messengers – because Allaah the Mighty and Majestic sent them in order that they be obeyed and He sealed them with the messengership of His Prophet Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam such that he be obeyed, so he is not to be disobeyed. 


And He indicated towards this with His statement, He the Perfect:


And We did not send a messenger except that he be obeyed by the permission of Allaah.


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 64





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool when discussing those people who obey the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ending up in Paradise:





However these (people) differ from each other, this differing being according to the degree of their obedience to the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and according to the degree of their true love for the Messenger of Allaah ‘alaiyhis salaatu was sallam.





(This is) because the people differ from each other in love of Allaah and in love of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and in obedience to Allaah and obedience to His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam . 





And all of them (these people) are awliyaa (especially beloved friends) of Allaah, but they are of different levels because the believer is a walee (especially beloved friend of Allaah) and the awliyaa are of differing levels.





It will be clear to you from this that those who obey the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam differ in the attribute of their obedience and in the extent of their obedience; therefore they differ in their entry to Paradise.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


All of you will enter Paradise except for those who refuse.


They said: O Messenger of Allaah, and who will refuse?


He said:


Whoever obeys me enters Paradise and whoever disobeys me has refused.


(Reported by al Bukhaaree (7280) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu)





So his saying “(he) has refused” means he will have refused to enter Paradise.


� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





It is a must that the person investigate the path to (achieve) Allaah’s loving him, He, the Majestic and Most High. Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, has made clear this path in His statement:


Say (O Muhammad): If you love Allaah…


(Meaning) Claiming (to do so)


Then follow me…


(Meaning) In obedience


Allaah will love you. 


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 31


Therefore the path to Allaah’s loving a person is obedience to the Messengers and following the Messengers. And the seal of the Messengers was our Prophet Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ; with his being sent and with his messengership, all the (other) messengerships were abrogated and all the (other) books were abrogated from before him alaiyhis salaatu was salaam .


So what remains for the people is one path by which they reach their Lord, the Majestic and Most High. And it is (none but) the path of Muhammad ‘alaiyhis salaatu was salaam .





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


No Jew or Christian hears of me then does not believe in that which I came with except that he will enter the Fire.


(Reported by Muslim (153) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu)





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So whoever obeys him (sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) will enter Paradise and whoever disobeys him will enter the Fire ; and this is the distinguishing factor between the believer and the kaafir.


� Soorah al Muzzammil (73) aayaat 15 to 16





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:


His saying, He the Most High:


“We” 


The pronoun refers to Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, and this is a pronoun of one who is declaring his own greatness because He is indeed Tremendous. 


(And His saying):


“We sent”


 Likewise this is a pronoun to show Greatness and the meaning of “We sent” is: We sent him and sent revelation to him.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathatul Usool:





And the proof for this tremendous issue is His statement, He the Most High:�We sent a Messenger to you as a witness for you or against you….


And he was Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam


just as We sent a Messenger to the Pharaoh. But the Pharaoh denied and rejected the Messenger….


This well known Messenger was the previous Messenger.


And if an indefinite noun is repeated (i.e. a Messenger) then the second (noun mentioned) is not the same as the first (noun mentioned).


We sent a Messenger to you as a witness over you just as We sent a Messenger to the Pharaoh.


This (second) Messenger is not the same as the first Messenger; the first Messenger (mentioned) was Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and the second was Moosaa ‘alaiyhis salaatu was salaam.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool with regards to the statement of Allaah “We sent a Messenger to you as a witness over you…” (page 43)





And this is addressed to the ummah (nation) of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and what is meant by them (his ummah here ) is:  everyone who is on the face of the Earth (since) the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was sent, all of them are the ummah of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam (in this context) . 





Obedience to him is obligatory upon them as is being restricted to his pure legislation; and there is no excuse for anyone to perform worship according to one of the previous Sharee’ahs since the sending of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam . 





And the claim of no one is accepted who claims that he is allowed to depart from the Sharee’ah of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam as Khidr was allowed to depart from the Sharee’ah of Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(And His saying):


“To you”


O thaqalain (two weighty species), the Jinn and Mankind! It is an address to the whole of Mankind because the Messengership of this Messenger is universal to all of Mankind until the Hour is established. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:


(And His saying):


“Witness for you or against you”


Meaning: with Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, on the Day of Resurrection that he conveyed to you the Message of Allaah and that he established the proof upon you, just as He, the Most High said:


(Allaah sent) messengers as bringers of glad tidings (for the obedient ones) and as warners (for the disobedient ones) so that no plea should remain with the people against Allaah after ( the sending) of the messengers.


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 165


So no one will be able to say on the Day of Resurrection, “I did not know that I was created for worship” “I did not know what was obligatory upon me “”I did not know what was forbidden for me “; no one will be able to say this because the  messenger s ‘alaiyhim us salaatu was salaam conveyed the message to them. 


And this nation of Muhammad will bear witness against them.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And it is established in the Sunan and in the Musnad of Imaam Ahmad that Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, (on that) Day will gather together the nations, the first of them and the last of them, and Nooh (Noah) ‘alaiyhissalaam will be called and asked, “Did you convey (the message) to your people?”  


So he will say, “Yes, I conveyed (the message) to them.”


So it will be said to his people , “Did Nooh convey (the message) to you?”


They will say, “No warner came to us.”


So it will be said to Nooh, “Who will bear witness for you?”


So Nooh will say, “Muhammad and his nation.”


So the nation of Muhammad will come as witnesses against the nation of Nooh that he came to them and called them, warning and cautioning, calling them in private  and openly, night and day. 


So the nation of Nooh will be humiliated and they will be seized on account of their sins. And this is something necessitated by the Wisdom of Allaah and the perfection of His Justice. And then the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam will bear witness against his nation that he conveyed (the message) to them.


(A narration with a similar wording to this is reported by Ahmad in his Musnad (3/22 and 4/13 and 5/4) and by al Bukhaaree (3339, 4478, 7349) as well as at Tirmidhee and ibn Maajah)





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He, the Most High, said:





And likewise We made you the best and a justly balanced nation so that you should be witnesses against mankind and the Messenger should be a witness upon you.


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 143


So this ummah will bear witness against the previous nations on the Day of Resurrection that their messengers conveyed the messages of Allaah to them based upon what they (the Muslims) find in the Book of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic because Allaah has narrated to us the news of the previous nations and of the messengers and of what they said to their nations.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He will be a witness upon you to Allaah that he indeed established the proof upon you and that he conveyed the message to you and that he sincerely advised you for Allaah’s sake.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Even the kuffaar will acknowledge (that the message was conveyed to them) when they are thrown into the Fire. He, the Most High, said:


Whenever a crowd of them are thrown into the Fire, its keepers will ask them, “Did not a warner come to you?”


They will say, “Yes, indeed! A warner came to us but we denied and we said that Allaah did not send down anything. You are upon great misguidance.”


Soorah al Mulk (67) aayaat 8 to 9





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And Fir’awn (Pharaoh) was the tyrannical king in Egypt who claimed Lordship for himself.


And Fir’awn was the title of every king of Egypt; he would be called “Fir’awn”.


And what is meant by it here is the Pharaoh who claimed ruboobiyyah (Lordship), (the one who said)


I am your highest Lord!


Soorah an Naazi’aat (79) aayah 24


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Meaning: ‘We seized Pharaoh with punishment’, and it was that Allaah drowned him and his people in the ocean, then He entered him into the Fire.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(He, the Most High, said)


Because of their sins, they were drowned then entered into Fire.


Soorah Nooh (71) aayah 25


So he (Pharaoh) is in the Fire, in the Barzakh (the stage between this life and the Day of Resurrection).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(He, the Most High, said)


The Fire! They are exposed to it morning and evening.


Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 46


This is in the Barzakh before the Hereafter; they are exposed to the Fire morning and evening, until the Hour is established. And this is a proof for the punishment of the Grave – and Allaah’s refuge is sought.


And on the Day when the Hour is established,  (it will be said), “Enter the people of Fir’awn into the severest torment.”


Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 46





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





So Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, made clear that He sent to him (Pharaoh) a messenger, but Pharaoh disobeyed the Messenger. So punishment in this worldly life and punishment in that to come occurs as a consequence of (acts of) disobedience.





And this is the Sunnah of Allaah with all the nations – that there occurs as a consequence of disobedience punishments relating to this worldly life, to the barzakh and to the Hereafter, in accordance with the sins and in accordance with the disobedience and the acts in opposition (to Allaah’s Sharee’ah).


And your Lord does not act oppressively to anyone, recompensing them with anything other than that which they deserve.


Soorah al Kahf (18) aayah 49


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah discussing the outcome of the person who disobeyed Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam :





For his outcome will be more severe than the outcome of the people of Fir’awn because Muhammad was the most excellent of the Messengers, so the punishment of whoever disobeys him will be the worst.








