Box 15
The first: that Allaah created us and gave us provision and He did not leave us hamalan (without a purpose) 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1.  What Qur’aanic evidences does the Shaykh quote to show that we were nothing before Allaah created us?

The statements of Allaah, the Most High:

Has there not come upon Man a time period when he was nothing worthy of mention?

Soorah al Insaan (76)  aayah 1

He said, “That is the case. Your Lord has said, “It is easy for Me. I have already created you before when you were nothing.”

Soorah Maryam (19) aayah 9

Were they brought into existence without any Creator? Or are they themselves their own creators? 

Soorah at Toor (52) aayah 35
Q2.  With regard to Allaah creating us and giving us provision: 

a) It is Allaah alone who gives us provision

b) He made  what is in the Heavens and in the Earth subservient to us 

c) Allaah made what is in the Heavens and in the Earth subservient to us so that we can take maximum enjoyment from this worldly life

d) The purpose of our being created is to be good to each other

Answers: a) b) 

Q3.  What Qur’aanic evidences does the Shaykh quote to refute the idea that we were created for no purpose at all?

The statements of Allaah, the Most High:

Do you think that We created you uselessly and that you will not be returned to Us?

Soorah al Mu-minoon (23) aayah 115

Does Man think that he will be left without any duties? Was he not previously a drop of semen, emitted? Then he became a clot, then Allaah created and fashioned him as a human in due proportion.

Soorah al Qiyaamah (75) aayaat 36 to 38

And We did not create the Heavens and the Earth and whatever is between them without purpose. That is the assumption of those who disbelieve. So woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire.

Soorah Saad (38) aayah 27
Q4.  That Allaah created us:

a) And we are just like the animals in terms of why He were created us 
 

b) To worship Him 

c) And gave us and the animals religious duties to perform

d) And wishes us to work hard to give Him provision and food  

Answer: b) 

Q5. That we should live our life in this dunyaa:

a) Eating, drinking and being merry because tomorrow we might die

b) Doing whatever we like so long as we do not oppress other people

c) Doing righteous deeds in preparation for the Hereafter 

d) Knowing that we will one day die, then be resurrected then taken to account.

Answers: c) and d)

Q6. That with regard to the creation of mankind and jinn: 

a) Allaah created them without any purpose 

b) There are many Qur’aanic proofs to show that some humans will not be resurrected after death

c) Even a person’s intellect will tell him that there must be a purpose behind the Creation 

d) The creation has been made subservient to humans proving that there is no need to believe in a Creator or the Hereafter

answer: c) 

Q7. That the person who fills his life with obedience to Allaah:

a) May experience a life of great difficulty with no apparent reward in this dunyaa
b) Will always have an easier life than the person who is disobedient to Allaah

c) May receive no reward in the Hereafter as well as no reward in this dunyaa

d) Will receive reward for his good deeds, thereby showing the perfect justice of Allaah 

Answers: a) and d)

Q8. That with regard to this dunyaa (worldly life) and the Hereafter:

a) The dunyaa is the arena for action and the Hereafter is the arena for recompense 

b) There are people who think that there is no purpose to life 

c) The dunyaa is the arena for both action and recompense

d) There are people who will go to neither the Fire nor Paradise in the Hereafter

Answers: a) b) 
Q9. What Qur’aanic evidences does the Shaykh quote to show that Allaah does not treat the believers who do good deeds the same as those who disobey Him?

The statements of Allaah, the Most High:

Shall We make the Muslims just like the criminals?

What is wrong with you? How is it that you judge?

Soorah al Qalam (68) aayaat 35 to 36

Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall treat them just the same as those who have true faith and who perform righteous deeds, just the same in this life and after death?

Evil is the judgement which they make!
Soorah al Jaathiyyah (45) aayah 21

Shall We make those who have true faith and do righteous deeds just the same as those who cause corruption on the Earth? Or shall We make the people of taqwaa just like the wicked unbelievers?

Soorah Saad (38)  aayah 28

Box 16
Rather He sent a Messenger to us 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. With regards to how we worship Allaah:

a) We can worship Allaah in any way we like so long as we don’t fall into idol worship

b) Allaah sent a Messenger to us to teach us how to worship Him 
 

c) How we worship Allaah has to change to remain “up to date” with the era we live in
d) We can worship Allaah in any way we like so long as our intention is to please Allaah

Answer: b)

Q2. That the sending of the Messenger:

a) Was in order to explain to the people how to worship their Lord 

b) Was in order to forbid the people from committing shirk and kufr with Allaah

c) Was in order to give the people a pious person whom they could make du’aa to

d) Was in order to restore the self respect and honour of the Arabs

Answers: a) and b)

Q3. That with regards to how we worship Allaah:

a) Worship is tawqeefiyyah 
b) Innovated acts of worship and superstitions are rejected

c) Worship may only be done according to that which the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi was sallam came with 

d) An act of worship not done in accordance with the Sharee’ah will be rejected

Answers: a) b) c) d)

Q4. That with regards to the Messenger mentioned in the statement of the Imaam here, “Rather He sent a Messenger to us”:

a) This refers to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam

b) This refers to all the Messengers

c) He was sent to explain to us why we were created

d) He was sent to explain how we must worship Allaah

e) He was sent to forbid us from shirk, kufr and disobedience to Allaah

f) He was sent to the Arabs only

g) He paved the way for the final messenger to come at a later date

h) He showed us that armed revolution will bring about the best outcome

i) He executed the trust which was given to him by Allaah

j) He left us with an ideology that intellectuals in later times could complete and perfect

k) He died six and a half years before the religion of Allaah was perfected 

l) Anyone who deviates from his path will be destroyed

Answers: a) c) d) e) i) l) 
� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Al hamal means something which is neglected, abandoned, which no one cares about. 





� And this was the explanation of ibn Katheer rahimahullaah. 





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool (page 39):





And together with all these blessings, some of which I have indicated, Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, did not leave them (Mankind) without a purpose, not being commanded nor forbidden. And He did not entrust them to their intellects and their feelings. 





Rather He sent messengers to them from Aadam ‘alaiyhissalaam up to (when) the Messengership and Prophethood was sealed with the Messengership of our Prophet Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. 





So He revealed to them books which those messengers explained and which the prophets who came after the messengers explained and which the rabbaani scholars explained, those who studied and reminded one another and learned about that which the messengers brought from Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.





And in this way the proof was established and the excuse was cut off, just as Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic said:





Messengers, bringers of glad tidings and warners, such that the people should have no plea against Allaah after the Messengers.


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 165





So with the messengership of the messengers and (with) their call being conveyed to the creation, the plea was cut off and the excuse was rendered null and void on the Day when Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, will as them about what the Messengers came with.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He, the Perfect, knew our needs so He made subservient to us whatever is in the Heavens and the Earth, all of it, for our welfare in order for us to be able to remain alive and in order for us to use that to help ourselves for that which we were created for – which is the worship of Allaah the Perfect and Most High.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool about this aayah:





Do you think that We created you uselessly…


Meaning: without a purpose and without a wise purpose


and that you will not be returned to Us..


and that there will never be a Resurrection after your being created, and that there will never be a return for you back to the One who created you?


This contains a vile statement; in this conjecture is a vile statement against the Wisdom of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High. For this reason He, the Majestic and Most High, said after it (this aayah):


So Exalted is Allaah, the True King!


Exalted is He above that with which the people of falsehood describe Him, Exalted is He above that which the ignoramuses surmise about Him, casting vile aspersions against His Wisdom.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And He did not create us like cattle which were created for the welfare of the servants then they will die and pass away because they (the cattle) are not bound by duties and they are not commanded nor forbidden. 





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





(Allaah) alone is the One who created him (the person) and He alone is the One who gave him provision, then He did not leave him just like the cattle. The beasts just eat from His provision only.


Rather Allaah honoured this human being by sending him a messenger; this messenger was from his own race not being an angel nor a jinn so that he would not have an aversion to him. 


Rather he was a man, but a man whom Allaah chose and selected. He gave him a specific nurturing and refined him, and what a fine refining! And He prepared him for this tremendous, universal Messengership. 


So He sent a messenger to us; this Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came to call the people to Allaah, this was his duty, giving glad tidings and acting as a warner.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Allaah only created us and created these provisions for us and these faculties for a tremendous wisdom and a tremendous purpose ; and it is that we worship Him, He the Perfect and Most High.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He, the Most High, said:





And I did not create the Jinn nor Mankind except to worship Me.


I do not desire from them any provision nor do I desire that they should feed Me.


Indeed Allaah, He is the Great Provider, the Possessor of Tremendous Power, the Strong.


Soorah adh Dhaariyaat (51) aayaat 56 to 58





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Rather life is a planting ground and a market place for the next life such that we should equip ourselves in it with righteous deeds.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





So in summary, Allaah the Mighty and Majestic created the creation - its righteous one and its wicked one, its believer and its disbeliever, its mute one and its speaking one, its inanimate one and its one which moves – He created and gave provision and protected and decreed and made easy the affair and facilitated all of this so that the ummah (nation) could actualise that which Allaah the Blessed and Most High wanted from it, just as occurs in His statement, He the Mighty and Majestic:


And I did not create the Jinn nor Mankind except to worship Me.


I do not desire from them any provision nor do I desire that they should feed Me.


Indeed Allaah, He is the Great Provider, the Possessor of Tremendous Power, the Strong.


Soorah adh Dhaariyaat (51) aayaat 56 to 58








� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, did not create the Jinn nor Mankind except for one purpose and it is al ibtilaa (putting to the test):


In order that He may test you as to which is best in action


Soorah al Mulk (67) aayah 2


(Meaning) al ikhtibaar (putting someone to the test) – al ikhtibaar in what matter?


In the (issue) of worshipping Him; will He be worshipped alone and with no partner or will this created being take other deities along with Allaah the Majestic and Most High (in worship)?





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the intellect proves this (that there will be a resurrection and recompense). It would not befit the Wisdom of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, that He create this amazing creation and that He subject this creation to the descendents of Aadam and then just leave them to die and pass away without any result. This would be futile play. 


So the results of these deeds must certainly appear in the next abode. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Does it befit the justice of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, and His Wisdom that He should leave this obedient person (who has received little or no reward in this worldly life despite his life of good deeds) without any reward? And that He should leave this kaafir (who has received no punishment in this worldly life for his evil actions) without any recompense?


This does not befit His Justice, He, the Perfect and Most High. Therefore He has made the next life to recompense the doer of good for the good which he did and the doer of evil for the evil which he did. So the fruits of deeds will become apparent in it.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah: 





He, the Most High, said:


And they say, “There is no life except our life in this world; we die and (our children) live and nothing brings an end to us except Time. And they do not have certain knowledge of it; rather they just surmise.


Soorah al Jaathiyyah (45) aayah 24


This is the  statement of the atheists, those who do not believe in the return to life and the Resurrection.


� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool with regards to this first point: “The first: that Allaah created us and gave us provision and He did not leave us without a purpose. Rather He sent a Messenger to us”





This first issue is a tremendous (one) because if it is truly established in the heart of the servant it leads him to every good. He knows that he has not been created except for a purpose; and what is this purpose? It is the worship of Allaah alone to the exclusion of all others. How do I know the methods of (performing) this worship? By following the Prophet ‘alaiyhissalaatu was salaam .


So the deen (religion) is summarized in this tremendous principle (mentioned by Imaam ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab here). And how fine is the statement of Shams ud Deen ibn al Qayyim in his Nooniyyah after some verses (when) he said:





So be waahid (one) upon waahid (one) to Waahid (the One)


I mean the path of truth and eemaan





To Waahid  - to Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, to the exclusion of all others


be waahid – in your intent and your wish and your direction and your seeking


upon waahid – upon a single path.


And he said after it:


I mean the path of truth and eemaan – which is the path of the Prophet ‘alaiyhis salaatu was salaam.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah: 





Since it is the case that we may not carry out worship based upon what we think is good nor upon blindly following so and so and so and so from the people, then Allaah sent to us a messengers to make clear to us how we are to worship Him – because acts of worship are tawqeefiyyah (restricted to what is in the texts). It is not permissible that Allaah be worshipped with (anything) other than that which He has legislated.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





Mankind was created for this purpose (to worship Allaah alone) but he is in need of someone to make this purpose clear to him and to teach him the intent behind his creation, and to teach him how to arrive at the worship of His Lord in a manner by which Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, will be pleased with him.


So Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, sent messengers, bringers of glad tidings and warners, guiding the creation to their Creator and showing the way to Him, acquainting them with He who alone deserves all worship and making them aware of the path which the One who created them has permitted that they worship Him by.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah: 





He ‘alaiyhis salaatu was salaam said:


Whoever does an action which our affair is not in accordance with, then it will be rejected.


Reported by al Bukhaaree (7350) in disconnected form and Muslim from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah: 





And he left us upon a clear white path, its night is just like its day; no one deviates from it except that he is destroyed.


And this is just as in His Statement, He the Most High:


This day I have completed your religion for you and perfected My favour upon you and am pleased for you with Islaam as (your) religion.


Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 3





