Box 13
And al Bukhaaree rahimahullaah ta’aala said:

Chapter: Knowledge comes before speech and action.

And the proof:

So know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah and seek forgiveness (from your Lord) for your sins and for the believers.

So He began with (mentioning) knowledge before speech and action.
The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. With regards to Imaam al Bukhaaree:

a) His name was Muhammad ibn Is-haaq

b) The name al Bukhaaree refers back to the city of Bukhaaraa in Morocco

c) He was an imaam in the field of hadeeth

d) He complied the famous book “as Saheeh”

e) His book of ahaadeeth is third only to the Qur’aan and Saheeh Muslim as being the most authentic book in Islaam

Q2. With regards to the relationship between knowledge and action:

a) Action does not bring any benefit unless it is built upon knowledge

b) Action which is not built upon knowledge can harm the person who does the action

c) It is a must that performing actions precede seeking knowledge

d) Knowledge is only a prerequisite for the waajib actions and not the mustahhab

Q3. With regards to the aayah quoted: so know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah and seek forgiveness (from your Lord) for your sins:

a) the command “know!” in this aayah shows that Allaah began with knowledge here

b) the command “seek forgiveness!” demonstrates the issue of giving da’wah to that knowledge

c) there are many actions from the furoo’ of the religion which do not have to be based on knowledge

d) that the person who does not seek forgiveness for his sins has in fact worshipped other than Allaah

Box 14
Know  - may Allaah have mercy upon you – that it is obligatory for every Muslim, male and female, to learn three of these matters and to act upon them
The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. With regards to the Imaam’s phrase “Know – may Allaah have mercy upon you”:

a) The words “may Allaah have mercy upon you” show that the Imaam thinks that the listener has never received any Mercy from Allaah  

b) The word “know” here indicates the importance of what is about to follow

c) The student is more likely to listen to his teacher if the teacher is stern and harsh

d) The words “may Allaah have mercy upon you” demonstrate the Imaam’s desire to give sincere advice and benefit to the student
Q2. The definition of an action being waajib (obligatory) is:
a) The person who does it and the person who does not do it both are punished

b) The person who does it and the person who does not do it both are rewarded

c) The person who does it is rewarded and the person who does not do it may be punished

d) The person who does it may be punished and the person who leaves it is rewarded

Q3. That the verb (wajaba / yajibu)  used by the imaam here:

a) In its linguistic sense means “being shaky and lacking in firm foundation”

b) Shows that what he is about to discuss is not something optional 

c) Shows that the Imaam himself has deemed what he is about to discuss to be obligatory

d) Shows that the religion of Islaam is harsh and without gentleness

Q4. That when the Imaam says “it is obligatory upon every Muslim, male and female”:

a) That what is implied here is that it does not refer to male and female slaves

b) That all rulings in Islaam apply equally to men and women

c) That there are certain Islaamic rulings which apply only to men

d) That all Islaamic rulings apply to both men and women, unless there is a text from the Qur’aan or authentic Sunnah to show otherwise

Q5. That gaining knowledge of the religion:

a) Is obligatory upon both males and females

b) Is not always necessary in order to be able to perform an act of worship

c) That there are affairs of worship that a person can come to know about through Allaah sending revelation to him
d) A Muslim must seek knowledge about the affairs of his religion, especially those relating to ‘aqeedah
Q6 That learning about these three matters which the Imaam is going to mention:

a) Is done through having knowledge of logic and philosophy

b) Is done by taking knowledge from the people of knowledge

c) Necessitates that a person understands these issues which he is learning about

d) Should only be done by the Shaykhs at the head of your madh-dhab

Q7. That learning about Islaam by merely reading lots of books:

a) Is something impermissible

b) May be more damaging than out and out ignorance of the religion

c) May lead a person to make halaal something which Allaah has made haraam

d) Is something praiseworthy in this era of books being available on the internet
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