Q5. With regards to Allaah’s statement, “indeed mankind is in a state of loss”: 

a) This statement excludes women

b) This statement excludes humble poor people

c) This statement includes all of Mankind 

d) This statement includes those people who engage in forbidden acts and acts which will harm them 

Answers: c) and d)

Q6. With regard to the passing of time:

a) All of Mankind use their time profitably

b) Some of Mankind engage in activities with no benefit just to kill time

c) Some people will be remorseful on the Day of Judgement because of how they used their time

d) Some people will be happy on the Day of Judgement because of how they used their time

answers: b) c) and d)

Q7. According to the soorah, all of mankind are in a state of loss except people with which of the following attributes:

a) Knowledge

b) Bravery

c) Wealth

d) A large tribe

e) Action upon knowledge

f) Self discipline

g) Giving da’wah (calling) to Allaah

h) Patience upon harms encountered in calling to Allaah

i) Strength

answers: a) e) g) h)  
 

Q10.  With regards to the statement of Allaah, wa ‘amilus saalihaat 
 
 :

a) This includes both the obligatory as well as the recommended actions

b) This does not include actions of the dunyaa 

c) A small amount of wasting time is recommended for all Muslims

d) We should engage in activities that will bring benefit

Answers: a) and d)

Q11. Which of the following would fall under the statement of Allaah, wa tawaasaw bil haq 
:

a) Enjoining the good

b) Forbidding the good

c) Calling to one’s party

d) Teaching beneficial knowledge

e) Calling upon the dead people

f) Spreading knowledge and goodness amongst the people

g) Criticising the Muslim rulers

h) Making du’aa in congregation
i) Becoming callers to Allaah

answers: a) d) f) i) 
Q12. What are the three types of sabr ? 
 

They are:

a) Patience upon obedience to Allaah

b) Patience in keeping away from those things which Allaah has forbidden

c) Patience with those things which Allaah has predecreed will occur 
Q13. With regards to the first type of sabr:

a) A person’s soul inclines towards laziness and ease

b) All people’s souls will instinctively love to do acts of worship

c) The person’s soul may need disciplining into being patient upon worship of Allaah

d) That not having this first kind of patience takes a person out of the fold of Islaam

Answers: a) and c) 

Q14. With regards to the second type of sabr:

a) People’s souls have been created to hate all haraam things 

b) A person’s soul inclines towards shahawaat  

c) Having this type of sabr is something easy 

d) This type of sabr does not require the person to have any knowledge of Islaam

Answer: b)

Q15. With regards to the third type of sabr:

a) This includes having sabr with illness and death of close relatives

b) Wailing over the dead comes under this category of sabr 

c) Striking the cheeks and tearing clothes comes under this category of sabr

d) A person must refrain from showing anger at the predecree of Allaah 
Answers: a) and d) 

Q16. The calamities that affect a person:

a) May occur as a test for the person

b) May be a punishment for that person’s sins 

c) May give the person a valid excuse for despairing of Allaah’s mercy

d) Show that Allaah’s Anger has overcome His Mercy

Answers: a)and b)

Q17. When a calamity strikes a Muslim:

a) He should immediately blame others

b) He should remain patient 

c) He should curse his fate

d) He should hope for reward in the Hereafter

Answer: b) and d)

Q18. A person who encounters harm whilst calling to Allaah:

a) Should stop calling to Allaah 

b) Should harm the people who harm him

c) Should remain steadfast and patient 

d) Can be sure that he is upon the Truth

Answer: c) 

Q19. If a person is upon the Truth but encounters harm whilst calling to Allaah:

a) He should have sabr and ihtisaab 
b) He is unlikely to receive any reward for the harm he encounters

c) He should remind himself of the harms that the Prophets similarly encountered

d) It should make him realise that the help of Allaah will not come

Answers: a) and c) 
Box 12
Ash Shaafi’ee rahimahullaah said: 

If Allaah had sent down no proof upon His creation other than this Soorah, it would have sufficed them.

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. With regards to Imaam ash Shaafi’ee:

a) His name was Muhammad ibn Idrees

b) He was from a tribe from Spain

c) He died in the year 304AH

d) He was one of the Companions

e) He was one of the six compilers of ahaadeeth

f) He was from Banoo al Muttalib, of the Quraysh
Answers: a) f) 

Q2. The causes for true happiness include: 

a) Wealth

b) A large family

c) Knowledge

d) Action upon knowledge

e) Being well known amongst the people for being a knowledgeable person

f) Calling to Allaah

g) Owning many books about Islaam

h) Being patient upon the harms encountered in the way of Allaah

i) Feeling at peace with one’s fellow human beings

Answers: c) d) f) h) 

Q3. The four matters mentioned in Soorah al ‘Asr:

a) Are the basis for happiness 

b) Provide all the detail that we need to live in this worldly life 

c) Are explained in detail in the Qur’aan and the Sunnah 

d) Establish the proof in a general sense against whoever reads that Soorah 

Answers: a) c) d) 
� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool about the statement of Allaah: By time, indeed mankind is in a state of loss





In this the types of emphatic grammatical constructions are brought together:


Firstly – the oath (made by Allaah – by time) 


Secondly – the bringing of (the word) inna (indeed)


Thirdly – the bringing of the (letter) laam (in the phrase la fee khusr )..





And the people of the knowledge – meaning the people of knowledge of the meanings - say:


Indeed the usage of emphatic grammatical constructions is appropriate when the person being addressed is one who rejects that which is contained in the speech (directed to him)….





Their (the mushrikoon’s ) condition -  rather their statement - was that they themselves were the people who would be saved.


And if am I brought back to my Lord, then there will be for me the best (wealth and riches) with Him.


Soorah al Fussilah (41) aayah 50


So they used to reject that they would be in a state of loss and another group from amongst them would deny that mankind would return to a state of loss, and (they denied) that only the people of eemaan would be saved. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah what the meaning of “Mankind” in the aayah from Soorah al ‘Asr is;





(Mankind as mentioned in the aayah) means the whole of the descendants of Aadam; He (Allaah) did not exclude anyone, not the kings nor the leaders nor the rich people nor the poor people, nor the free people nor the slaves nor the males nor the females. The word al in the word al insaan (as occurs in the aayah) is for the purpose of istighraaq (making something all inclusive).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So they will be in loss and destruction if they waste this precious time and they utilise it in disobedience to Allaah and in doing that which will harm them.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So whoever has these four qualities will be saved from this loss.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





So these are the ones whom Allaah the Majestic and Most High made exception for (that they are not in a state of loss) – they are the people who possess these four attributes which the Shaykh rahimahullaah ta’aala  mentioned.





� Meaning “and they perform the righteous deeds” 





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool about the statement of Allaah And they perform righteous deeds..





This contains the second issue – acting upon it (knowledge), the righteous deed which is (done) purely and sincerely for Allaah, in accordance with the guidance of the Prophet ‘alaiyhis salaatu was salaam contains the issues of acts of worship, and the issues of rulings and of actions – all of it is ‘amal saalih (righteous deeds) to the extent that economics, and politics and manners enter into al ‘amal us saalih (the righteous deeds).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Even worldly action can contain good and can contain reward if it is done with the intention of using it as an aid upon obedience – so how about action for the Hereafter?





� Meaning “and they enjoin each other with the Truth”





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah commenting on the quote from Soorah al ‘Asr: “And they enjoin each other with patience”





They have patience upon whatever strikes them. And “sabr” in the language means“habs” – restraining. And what is meant by it here is restraining oneself upon obedience to Allaah.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





Patience upon obedience to Allaah, and patience in (keeping away) from disobedience (to Allaah) and patience upon the Predecree of Allaah; and all of these are needed by the ‘aalimoon (the people who have knowledge) and the ‘aamiloon (the people of action) and the du’aat (the people who call to Allaah).


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The soul desires forbidden things and shahawaat (desires); it inclines towards them and is attracted to them. So the person must bind it and restrain it away from the forbidden things. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So whoever does not have patience then his soul will overcome him and incline towards forbidden things.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





It is a must that he be patient upon the Preordainment of Allaah and His Predecree. 


So he should not become vexed nor  angry. 


Rather he should restrain the tongue from niyaahah (wailing over the dead) and from displaying anger. And he should withhold himself from vexation.


And he should withhold his limbs from striking the cheeks and tearing the openings of the garments.


This is patience upon calamites.


As for faults (in the person’s character for which he is accountable) then he should not have patience upon them; rather he should repent to Allaah and flee from them.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Just as occurs in His saying, He the Most High:


And whatever calamity strikes you, then it is on account of the sins which you have committed. And Allaah pardons and does not punish a great deal.


Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 30





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





It is upon him (the Muslim struck with a calamity) to have patience and ihtisaab (to await reward). He the Most High said:





Those who, when a calamity strikes them, say: Innaa lillaahi wa innaa ilaiyhi raaji’oon (Indeed we belong to Allaah and indeed to Him shall we return).


Upon these people are salawaat (praise from their Lord) and Mercy and they are the ones who are guided.


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayaat 156 to 157





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And do not turn away from doing good because some people wish to do good. However if he encounters something which he dislikes he then says, “It is  not obligatory upon me to enter myself into these matters”.


Then he abandons teaching if he is a teacher, he abandons calling to Allaah, he abandons giving the khutbah if he is a khateeb of a mosque, he abandons leading the prayer in the mosque, he abandons commanding the good and forbidding the evil; this person has not had patience upon the harm which came to him.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And from that (patience upon those calamities which Allaah has predecreed will happen) is patience upon the harm that comes when calling to Allaah the Mighty and Majestic. For that is from the calamities so it is upon you to have patience upon whatever you meet from harm upon the path of good.


� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And this proves the precision of Imaam ash Shaafi’ee’s (rahimahullaah) understanding and the vastness of his comprehending (the religion):


Whomever Allaah wishes good for, He grants him understanding of the religion.


(Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree in his Saheeh (1/42) and Muslim)


(This soorah) would have sufficed them because the aayah contains the fundamentals of the religion and the subsidiary branches of the religion – it does not leave out a single thing.


It contains ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness) of Allaah and ma’rifah of His religion and ma’rifah of His Prophet. It contains all of this. 


And it contains actions and it contains da’wah (calling to Allaah) and it contains sabr (patience) in that. Therefore the aayah does not leave out a single thing.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He was the Imaam Muhammad ibn Idrees; ash Shaafi’ee is an ascription to his great great grandfather whose name was Shaafi’. And he was from (the tribe of) Quraysh from Banoo al Muttalib.


He died in the year 204AH and he was one of the four imaams.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And he (ash Shaafi’ee) made this statement because Allaah has made clear in this soorah the reasons  for wretchedness and the means for true happiness. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So the Qur’aan – all of it – and the Sunnah provide the details for these four matters. However this Soorah explain the means for happiness in general terms; through it the proof has been established upon the creation. And the texts of the Qur’aan and the Sunnah give the details and clarify these four matters. 





And the speech of ash Shaafi’ee (quoted here by Imaam ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab) does not mean that this Soorah is sufficient for all of mankind even if Allaah had not sent down anything else. But rather it is that it (this Soorah) has established the proof upon them because Allaah has made clear in it the means to true happiness and the reasons for wretchedness.





So on the Day of Resurrection no one can say, “I did not know the means to true happiness and I did not know the reasons leading to total wretchedness,” when he has read this brief and short soorah.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So Allaah’s proof is established upon His creation through this soorah. Allaah the Perfect is saying to them, “I have made clear to you the means for true happiness in this short and brief soorah.”





