Box 9
The third: ad da’wat ilaiyhi (calling to that knowledge) 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation that:
Q1. A person who has knowledge of the Truth:

a) Must act on it but not convey it to others

b) Must act on it and convey it to others

c) Can benefit himself and others through that knowledge

d) Will have done enough if he understands it and acts on it without conveying it to others

Answers: b) and c)

Q2. The knowledge of the Truth which Allaah has given to a person:

a) Is a trust from Allaah 

b) Is needed by other people as well

c) Must be kept hidden so that the person does not fall into riyaa (showing off)

d) Will harm the person if he does not keep it hidden

Answers a) and b)

Q3. The aayah quoted from Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3: 187) shows: 

a) That the scholars have been obligated by Allaah to explain that which Allaah has taught them to the people 

b) That Allaah took a covenant from the scholars to punish some people by not teaching them

c) That Allaah wishes the scholars to take the people out of light into darkness 
d) That it is the ahl ul kitaab (Jews and Christians) who explain the Truth to the people

Answer: a)

Q4. The path of the Messengers in calling to Allaah: 

a) Involved al ‘ilm (knowledge)

b) Involved al ‘amal (acting upon that knowledge)

c) Involved ad da’wah (calling to that knowledge)

d) Involved as siyaasah (becoming involved in issues of politics and seeking after power)

Answers a) b) and c)

Q5. What punishment is mentioned by the Shaykh for the person who hides knowledge which he is able to convey to others but chooses not to willfully?

He will be given a bridle of fire on the Day of Resurrection, as occurs in the hadeeth .

Box 10
The fourth: as sabr ‘alaa al adhaa feehi (having patience upon the harms encountered in doing so)

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation that:
Q1. The harms mentioned by the Imaam here:

a) Will occur to the person who turns a blind eye to the sins and errors of the people

b) Will occur to the person who calls to Allaah 

c) Will occur to the person who keeps his knowledge to himself and leaves other people alone

d) Will occur to the person who enjoins the good and forbids the evil

Answers b) and d)

Q2. Many of the people:

a) Do not want al khayr (goodness)

b) Follow their desires

c) Follow the Qur’aan and Sunnah upon the understanding of the salaf

d) Wish to do acts which are forbidden by Allaah 

Answers a) b) and d)

Q3. The Messenger of Allaah encountered which of the following when calling to Allaah? 

a) Being called saahir (sorcerer)

b) Being called kadh-dhaab (great liar)

c) Being greeted everywhere he went to give da’wah with love and gifts

d) Having stones thrown at him

e) Being called a madman

f)  Being allowed to prostrate to Allaah whilst at the Ka’bah without being disturbed 

g) Being threatened with murder

Answers: a), b), d), e), g)

Q4. Those people who call to Allaah:

a) Will encounter harms in accordance with their eemaan 
b) Will encounter harms in accordance with how wealthy they are

c) Will receive reward from Allaah for the harms they encounter in calling to His Path

d) Must remain patient with the harms they encounter whilst calling to Allaah

Answers: a) c) d) 

Box 11
And the evidence is His Statement, He the Most High:

By time, mankind is in loss, except for those who truly believe and do righteous deeds
 and enjoin one another with the Truth
 and enjoin each other with patience
.
Sooratul-‘Asr (103) aayaat 1 to 3
The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. That when Allaah says “except for those who have eemaan (truly believe)”:

a) This is a proof for the importance of prayer

b) This is a proof for the issue of al ‘ilm (knowledge)

c) The knowledge is a prerequisite for eemaan 

d) That this includes those who have knowledge of Allaah but choose to remain ignorant about Islaam

Answers: b) c)

Q2. Match up the part of this Soorah with the point that it proves: 

a) except for those who truly believe

ACTING UPON KNOWLEDGE

b) and do righteous deeds


CALLING TO KNOWLEDGE AND ACTION

c) and enjoin one another with the Truth
PATIENCE UPON THE HARMS MET IN THE PATH OF CALLING TO KNOWLEDGE AND ACTION

d) and enjoin each other with patience 

KNOWLEDGE

a) except for those who truly believe
-----
KNOWLEDGE

b) and do righteous deeds
---------

ACTING UPON KNOWLEDGE

c) and enjoin one another with the Truth  -----
CALLING TO KNOWLEDGE AND ACTION

d) and enjoin each other with patience  -------
PATIENCE UPON THE HARMS MET IN THE PATH OF CALLING TO KNOWLEDGE AND ACTION


Q3. In the statement of Allaah wal ‘asr (“by time”):

a) The wa means “and” 

b) The word ‘asr means the afternoon prayer, prayed between dhuhr and maghrib 

c) That swearing by time is an act of shirk 

d) That Allaah only swears by things which are of importance 

Answer: d) 

Q4. With regards to the night and day:

a) The alternation of night and day contains a proof for the qudrah (ability) of Allaah 

b) They provide a great opportunity for doing good deeds 

c) The alternation of night and day will one day come under Mankind’s control

d) That good deeds done during the day are better than those done at night

answers: a) and b)

� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And da’wah is of two types:





1 – The da’wah of ta-sees (establishing the fundamentals) – and this is whenever you direct the da’wah to non Muslims, so you teach them the ‘aqeedah (creed and belief) and you teach them the Islaamic religion with its details as much as you are able to.





2 – The da’wah of tas-heeh (rectification) – and this is the da’wah directed to Muslims who have deviated away from their religion or who are ignorant of the correct (manner of) worship 


or (to) those into whose worship has entered shirk and deviation into their rulings, 


and those who are ignorant of the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah, those who explain it to mean “there is no Creator and no Provider of Sustenance and no Organiser except Allaah” – and this is not the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah, and this is tawheed ur ruboobiyyah (which they are affirming) which no one is ignorant of, not even Aboo Jahl. So all of the kuffaar know that Allaah is the Organiser of the Affair from the heaven to the Earth; and this is the testimony of all the kuffaar just as He, the Most High, said:


And if you were to ask them who created the Heavens and the Earth, they would certainly say “Allaah!”


Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 38


So the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is – there is nothing truly worthy of worship except Allaah, the Perfect.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





That is because this knowledge is a trust;  it is not your personal property which you can hoard away and withhold from the people and the people are in need of it. So it is obligatory upon you to convey it and explain (it) and to call the people to good.





�Allaah, the Most High, said:


And when Allaah took the covenant from those who were given the Scripture that you must make it clear to the people and not conceal it.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 187





� Allaah, the Most High, said:


Say (O Muhammad): “This is my way. I call to Allaah upon clear knowledge, I and those who follow me. And how perfect is Allaah and I am not from the people of shirk”.


Soorah Yoosuf (12) aayah 108





Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:


So this is the way of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and the path of his followers: knowledge and action and calling to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.





� The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


Whoever is asked about knowledge and he conceals it then Allaah will give him a bridle of fire on the Day of Resurrection.


(Reported by Aboo Daawood (3658), at Tirmidhee and ibn Maajah from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu and declared hasan saheeh by al Albaanee)


� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





Then it is a must that he suffer harm and it is a must; however Allaah is Lateef  (kind) in the issue of suffering harm, He is kind to his servants. When Allaah knows firmness and strength from the servant in his eemaan He tests him with a severe test and allows his enemies to gain power over him in order to select him and raise him in rank.


For this reason, the most severely tested of the people were the prophets, then those most like them, then those most like them. And when He knows his (the servant’s) eemaan to be small and weak then He is kind to him and lessens the test and trial upon him, as is our condition just as you can see.


So look at those (who came) before us from the callers, those who tried to rectify (the people), beginning with the prophets and (then) look at our condition. They were tried and tested with that test because Allaah knew their eemaan to have strength and firmness. And He has been Lateef with us and had mercy upon us and lessened for us the test and trial due to what He knows from us of the slight nature and weakness of our eemaan. Indeed He is to His servants Kind and Subtle and Fully Aware, He the Perfect.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So what is obligatory upon the person who calls to Allaah and who seeks the Face of Allaah is that he be patient upon the harm and he should persist in calling to Allaah; and his example in that regard will be the Messengers – ‘alaiyhim us salaatu wassalaam .





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





They said (about him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam):Sorcerer, liar.


And they said that he was a madman. They said those things about him which Allaah the Mighty and Majestic mentioned in the Qur’aan.


And they harmed him with physical harm. They threw stones at him until his heels ran with blood (sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) when he called them to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. And they threw the afterbirth of camels upon his back whilst he was making prostration by the Ka’bah. 


And they threatened to kill him and they tried to intimidate him. And in the battle of Uhud, there occurred to him and his Companions that which occurred ‘alaiyhissalaatu was salaam. 


They broke his lateral incisor tooth and they wounded his head sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and he fell into a ditch.


�  Meaning:  except for those who believe in Allaah and single Him out (for worship) and affirm the Oneness and the obedience for Him and work righteous deeds and fulfil His obligatory duties which He has made binding upon them and avoid that which He has forbidden for them from acts of disobedience to Him (Tafseer at Tabaree)


� And it is performing the acts of obedience and leaving off the prohibited acts (Tafseer ibn Katheer)


� Meaning: (patience) upon the calamities and the events and the harm that a person will cause to those people who enjoin him with good and forbid him from evil (Tafseer ibn Katheer)





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This is the first matter: al ‘ilm (knowledge). This is because eemaan cannot be except through knowledge, which is awareness of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic and awareness of His Prophet and awareness of the religion of Islaam with the proofs.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





Allaah swears an oath by time that all of mankind are in a state of loss except the person who has is described with four attributes:


The first attribute: Al Eemaan and it is action of the heart and a firm and decisive attestation to everything which it is necessary from the religion of Islaam to have eemaan in.


The second attribute:  Doing righteous actions with the limbs and what is meant by them here is the outwardly manifest action  from prayer and fasting and giving zakaat and hajj (the obligatory pilgrimage) and jihaad and seeking knowledge and enjoining the good and forbidding the evil and calling to Allaah the Mighty and Majestic and things other than this from the actions which the people of eemaan and Islaam engage in with their limbs.


The third attribute: Enjoining each other with the Truth: and this attribute cannot be rendered complete for anyone until after the person has come to know the Truth, so the affair returns back to knowledge; so if it is present, then it is a cause for the guidance of the servant and for the guidance of those whom he is calling to be rightly guided with the guidance of Allaah, the Blessed and Most High…


So the people enjoining each other with the Truth is of varying levels in accordance with their difference in knowledge and awareness of the Truth. So this person enjoins with the Truth in a general manner and that (person) enjoins with the Truth in a detailed manner, and this is just as Allaah said: 


And the valleys flow according to their measure..


Soorah ar Ra’d (13) aayah 17


Each one will be with the extent of his (own) condition and in accordance with his ability.


And at the forefront of the Truth with which it is necessary to enjoin others is: the tawheed of Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, His tawheed in His Ruboobiyyah and in His Uloohiyyah and in His Names and His Attributes…


The fourth attribute:  As Sabr in all its types: i) patience upon obedience to Allaah so he does the (acts of obedience)  hoping for their reward and fearing the punishment of falling short in them ii) and patience away from disobedience to Allaah, so he distances himself from them due to what they contain from danger in this worldly life and the Barzakh and in the Hereafter and what destroyed the previous nations – those whom Allaah the Mighty and Majestic informed us of in the clear and unambiguous (aayaat) of the Qur’aan – except that it was due to (acts of) disobedience…


Therefore from the types of sabr is sabr in staying away from disobedience to Allaah; that (the person) does not approach it and if he falls into it he rushes to Allaah with repentance , truly repentant, seeking forgiveness, broken hearted in front of Allaah; he follows the evil actions up with good actions just as Allaah the Might and Majestic states:


Indeed the good deeds remove the bad deeds.


Soorah Hood (11) aayah 114


And just as the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


And follow the evil deed with a good deed, it will wipe it away


(Reported by Ahmad and at Tirmidhee, ad Daarimee and al Haakim in the Mustadrak  and declared hasan by al Albaanee in his checking of Mishkaat al Masaabih).


iii) And the third type from the types of sabr is: sabr  upon the matters predecreed by Allaah and upon His Preordainment and upon His ruling amongst His servants. So there is no movement in the creation nor any occurrence from the occurrences nor any matter from the matters except that Allaah is the One who predecreed it. So to have patience is a must.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This (letter) waw is the waw of taking an oath.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





What is meant by al ‘asr here is time and a time period.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So Allaah, the Most High, swears an oath by time and a time period and (yet) it is something created. And Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, swears by whatever from the creation He wishes. And the creation may not swear an oath except by Allaah,… 


He (sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) said:


Whoever swears an oath by other than Allaah has committed kufr or shirk.


(Reported by Aboo Daawood (3251) and at Tirmidhee from the hadeeth of ibn ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa and declared saheeh by al Albaanee).


And he said:


Whoever is going to swear an oath then let him swear by Allaah or keep silent.


(Reported by al Bukhaaree (6108) and Muslim from the hadeeth of ibn ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So Allaah swears by whatever He wishes and He does not swear except by something which has importance and something which contains an ‘ibrah (a lesson). 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So what is the lesson (to be taken) from this time? The lessons are tremendous – the succession of the night and the day, and how they interchange and take from each other, this one taking from that one and that one taking from this one, this one grows longer and that one grows shorter; they succeed each other in this amazing ordered manner which does not vary or alter.


This is a proof for the qudrah (ability) of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.


Then whatever occurs within this time from events and catastrophes and calamities and from favours and good things, and whatever occurs within this time – this (too) is from the lessons.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He, the Most High, said:


He is the One who made the night and the day follow each other in succession for whoever wants to be reminded of Allaah or whoever wants to give thanks (for Allaah’s favours).


Soorah al Furqaan (25) aayah 62


And in some recitations:


..for whoever who wants to remember (Allaah)..





