Box 5
And it is ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness) of Allaah
 
 and ma’rifah (knowledge) of His Prophet 

Q1) A person comes to know his Lord 

a) through Allaah’s signs, such as the night and the day

b) through logic and philosophical discussions

c) through using his imagination

d) through those things which Allaah has created, such as the Sun and the Moon

Answers: a) and d)
Q2. Through reading the Qur’aan, a person comes to know that:

a) Allaah is everywhere in His Self and His Knowledge

b) Allaah created the Heavens and the Earth

c) Allaah is the One who gives life and death

d) Allaah resembles His creation

Answer: b) and c)

Q3. Through reading the Qur’aan, a person gains knowledge of Allaah: 

a) through knowing about His Names

b) through knowing about His Attributes

c) through knowing Shaytaan

d) through knowing about Allaah’s Actions

Answers: a) b) and d)

Q4. Through reflecting upon Allaah’s creation, a person comes to know: 

a) the age of the Universe

b) that Allaah is the One who created the creation

c) that Allaah has subjugated all of the Creation

d) how great and exalted Mankind truly is

Answers: b) and c)

Q5.  When the Imaam says “knowledge of His Prophet”: 

a) he is referring to all the Prophets 

b) that His Prophet was the intermediary between us and Allaah in conveying the Message

c) that the Prophet is still alive and with us

d) that this includes making du’aa (supplication) to His Prophet

Answer: b)

Q6. With regard to Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, we should:

a) know about his lineage and the place(s) where he lived

b) know about how he received revelation and how he called to Allaah

c) memorise his biography to the same degree as we memorise the Qur’aan

d) ask him to sort out problems that we may have in our day to day life

Answers: a) and b) 

Q7. Which of these are mentioned as being in the lineage of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam? 

a) ‘Abdullaah

b) ‘Alee

c) ‘Abdul Muttalib

d) ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab

e) ‘Abd Manaaf

f) ‘Aaishah

g) Faatimah

h) Haashim

i) Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam
Answers; a), c), e), h) and i)

Q8. With regard to learning about the life of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam;

a) It is not important for us to know what kind of person he was before he became a Prophet 

b) We should know how revelation came to him from Allaah

c) We learn about this by studying the seerah of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam
d) That it is impossible to follow someone if you do not know about them

Answers b) c) and d)

Box 6
And (ma’rifah) knowledge of the religion of Islaam

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation that:
Q1) that the religion of Islaam

a) is the religion that you have been commanded to follow

b) is the religion of Allaah

c) is the religion of all the Messengers

d) is the religion of only the Messengers after Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam
answers a) b) c) 

Q2. With regards to  the “Islaam” in its general meaning:

a) it was the religion of all the Messengers

b) it was the religion of whoever followed the Messenger whom Allaah sent to them

c) that it is possible that someone from earlier times committed shirk but that we would still consider him to be a Muslim

d) that there were a small number of prophets sent by Allaah whose religion was not Islaam

Answer a) b) 

Q3. Fill in the blanks in this definition of Islaam:

Islaam is ______ to Allaah with tawheed

and ​​_________  to Him with obedience

and _________ from shirk and its ________ 

Islaam is to submit to Allaah with tawheed

and to yield to Him with obedience

and remaining free from shirk and its people.
Q4. With regards to “Islaam” in its specific sense:

a) it includes the religion of the Jews and Christians but not the Hindus

b) that in our time there are 73 different paths which will lead to achieving Paradise

c) that it only refers to the religion of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam 

d) that loving Allaah necessitates following Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam 
Answers c) and d) 

Box 7
with the proofs
The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation that:
Q1. The meaning of “with the proofs” is: 

a) blindly following someone else in this

b) proofs from the Book and Sunnah

c) proofs from the intellect

d) proofs from logic

e) proofs from the fataawa (religious verdicts) of the scholars

Answer b)
Q2. What lines of Arabic poetry does the Shaykh quote to show what “knowledge” really is?

Ibn ul Qayyim said:

Knowledge is: Allaah said, His Messenger said, the Companions said - they are the possessors of knowledge and awareness

Knowledge is not that you foolishly raise up a disagreement between the Messenger and the opinion of so and so
Q3. That the speech of the scholars of Islaam:

a) is what is meant by “proofs” in the statement of the Imaam

b) serves only to explain and make clear the Speech of Allaah and of His Messenger

c) contains no mistakes since Allaah protects the scholars from making mistakes

d) in some very rare cases, can overrule a Qur’aanic aayah or authentic hadeeth

Answer: b)

Q4.  That the Muslim should begin with:

a) studying ‘aqeedah 
b) studying fiqh (Islaamic jurisprudence)

c) studying Islaamic history

d) studying the rulings of prayer, zakaat, fasting and pilgrimage

Answer: a)

Box 8
The second: al ‘amal bihi (action upon that knowledge) 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation that:
Q1. With regards to acting upon knowledge:

a) Gaining knowledge without acting upon it is acceptable as long as the person passes that knowledge onto others and does not keep it to himself

b) A person not acting upon the knowledge he has may be a proof against him

c) That knowledge always brings about benefit, even if the person does not act upon it

d) That the person who does not act upon his knowledge is maghdoob ‘alaiyhi (has Allaah’s Anger upon him)

Answer: b) and d)

Q2. What line of poetry does the Shaykh quote to show the great threat against the person who does not act upon his knowledge?

The scholar who does not act upon his knowledge

Will be punished before the worshipper of idols 
Q3. What hadeeth does the Shaykh quote to show the great threat against the person who does not act upon his knowledge?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

From the first of those for whom the Fire will be made to blaze on the Day of Resurrection will be a scholar who does not act upon his knowledge. 

Q4.  With regards to the relationship between knowledge and action:

a) there is no relationship between the two

b) that knowledge is linked to action

c) that knowledge without action is  like a tree without fruit

d) that the fruit of action is knowledge 

Answer: b) and c) 

Q5. That acting without knowledge:

a) is something beneficial for the Muslim to do

b) will harm the Muslim if he does it

c) is something that resembles the actions of the Christians

d) is something that resembles the actions of the Jews

Answers: b) and c) 

Q6. It is dangerous to perform a good deed without knowing that it is something from the Sunnah. What hadeeth does the Shaykh quote to prove this?
The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Whoever does an action which our affair is not in accordance with, then it will be rejected. 

Q7. With regards to the last two aayaat from Soorah al Faatihah:

a) The daalleen refers to those who act without knowledge

b) Those who are maghdoob ‘alaiyhim do not act on their knowledge

c) The daalleen refers to those who do not act on their knowledge

d) Those who are maghdoob ‘alaiyhim act without knowledge

Answers a) and b)

� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





He (the author) explained ‘ilm (knowledge) to be ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness). So he said: It is ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness) of Allaah.





What is the difference between ‘ilm and ma’rifah ? Why did the Shaykh explain ‘ilm as being ma’rifah ?


Ma’rifah is more general that ‘ilm. ‘Ilm is specific to that which was not preceded by jahl (ignorance). For this reason ‘ilm is used with regards to Allaah, the Most High, and ma’rifah is not used with regards to Allaah because ma’rifah is that which was preceded by ignorance i.e. an acquired understanding which did not exist beforehand.


Therefore it is said with regards to us “he has ‘ilm” and it is said “he has ma’rifah”; and with regards to Allaah the Most High, it is said, “He has ‘ilm”  only.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mention in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And entering into (what constitutes) ma’rifah of Allaah is tawheed ur ruboobeeyyah (the tawheed of Allaah in His Lordship) and tawheed ul ‘ibaadah (the tawheed of Allaah in His Right to have all worship directed to Him alone) and tawheed ul asmaa wa sifaat (the tawheed of Allaah in His Names and Attributes) – all of this.


(Also) entering into this is attesting to the truthfulness of what the Lord, the Perfect and Most High, informed (us) of – having true faith in all the Divinely Revealed Scriptures and in Paradise and in the Fire, and other than that from the affairs of the Hidden and Unseen in which it is obligatory to have true faith. 





All of this comes under “ma’rifah of Allaah”.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness) of His Prophet will cause you to have tasdeeq (attesting to the Truth) of everything which he informed of, a ma’rifah (which) makes it binding to obey him and to attest to the truthfulness of his report, and following his guidance, and making mutaaba’ah (following) only of him to the exclusion of all others in that you do not (try to) oppose his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam statement with the statement of anyone (else).





And those who try to oppose the statement of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam with the opinions of men and sometimes (even) give precedence to the opinions of men over and above the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam have not gained the corrected knowledge of Allaah’s Prophet.





This is because the person who (truly) knows that he is the Messenger, to be obeyed and not disobeyed, and a servant who is not to be worshipped, and a prophet who is not to be rejected – then it is not possible (for this person) to oppose his (sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) statements and his Sunnah and his guidance with the statements of men and with their opinions.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





What is meant by ‘ilm here (in this statement of Imaam ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab) is: ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness) of Allaah through His Names and His Attributes, and ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness) through His aayaat and His blessings, and ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness) of Allaah through aayaat which are recited and the aayaat (signs) in the Creation.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So if (the person) recites the Qur’aan, he knows that Allaah, the Perfect and Most High – He is the One who created the Heavens and the Earth and He is the One who subjugated whatever is in the Heavens and the Earth; and that He is the One who gives life and causes death; and that He is the One who has full ability over everything; and that he is ar Rahmaan (the Extremely Merciful One), ar Raheem (the One who bestows mercy).


So the Qur’aan provides knowledge and awareness of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, and that He is the One who bestowed all favours upon us; and that He is the One who created us and gives us provision.


So if you recite the Qur’aan, then you will know your Lord, the Perfect and Most High, by means of His Names, His Attributes and His Actions.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And if you reflect upon the creation, you will know and become aware of your Lord; that He is the One who creation this creation, and who subjugated this creation, and who caused it to proceed by His wisdom and His Knowledge. This is knowledge of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So therefore it is essential that you know him – you know who he is.


And (that) you know his lineage, that you know his city, that you know that which he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came with, that you know how the revelation first came to him and how he established the call to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic in Makkah and al Madeenah; that you know the life history of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, even if it be in abridged form.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was:


Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillaah ibn ‘Abdil Muttalib ibn Haashim ibn ‘Abd Manaaf  - up to the end of the noble, prophetic lineage which goes back to Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaatu was salaam.


� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





So some of the kuffaar (disbelievers) and mushrikoon (people of shirk) knew of his trustworthiness and his truthfulness; and they knew that he was the Messenger of Allaah; and they deemed him in the highest regard but they did not follow him, and they did not love him with the Sharee’ah love.


For this reason, their stance did not benefit them. (This includes people) such as Aboo Taalib, as we know.


And having ma’rifah of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is not an easy matter.





Then loving him is a branch from the branches of eemaan.





And from knowledge of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is:


That you love him more than you love your own self and your family and your wealth. So it is obligatory for the students of knowledge to know that everyone other than Allaah who is loved is only loved for (the sake of) Allaah. However Allaah is loved for His own Self. And all those other than Him who are loved – beginning with His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam -  are loved for (the sake of) Allaah.





Therefore if the love of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is not for the sake of Allaah - just as if it were for the sake of kinship or due to his being a man of genius – then this (love) will not benefit. And this love did not benefit Aboo Taalib. And it did not benefit the Orientalists, those who deem him in the highest regard and who go to great lengths in esteeming him due to his place in history as being a man of genius, but not due to his being the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The religion of all of the Messengers was Islaam in (its) general meaning; so whoever followed one of the Messengers was a Muslim (someone who submitted in Islaam) to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, obedient to Him, one who singled Him out with all worship. This is Islaam in its general meaning; it was the religion of all the Messengers. 





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And all of this will not bring benefit unless it is taken from the shining light of the prophethood. So whichever action is not taken from that which the Messenger of Allaah ‘alaiyhissalaatu wassalaam came with and upon which the Companions proceeded is not to be called Islaam even if it is publicly declared that it is from Islaam.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





As for Islaam with its specific meaning, then it is that with which Allaah sent His Prophet Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam because after the sending of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam there is no religion other than his religion – ‘alaiyhissalaatu was salaam  - and Islaam is restricted to following him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.


So it is not possible for a Jew to say, “I am a Muslim” or a Christian to say, “I am a Muslim” after the sending of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam whilst he (the Jew or the Christian) does not follow him.


So Islaam after the sending of the Prophet is following him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. 


He, the Most High, said:


Say (O Muhammad): If you truly love Allaah then follow me, then Allaah will love you.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 31





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





Therefore it is obligatory to have knowledge of this religion, that which the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came with. Through it you will learn of the other religions, through it you will learn about the Messengers and what the Messengers came with  and you will love the Messengers and will attest to the truthfulness of the Messengers. So the religion of the Messenger ‘alaiyhissalaatu wassalaam  - it is the key to that.


� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaamee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And ad daleel (proof) is: 


(That which) Allaah said, (that which) the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said and the consensus of the Companions.


� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And acting upon knowledge – from it is that which, (if a person) leaves it, then it is kufr.


And from it is that which (if a person) leaves it, then it is an act of disobedience.


And from it is that which (if a person) leaves it, then it is something disliked.


And from it is that which (if a person) leaves it, then it is something permissible.


So how can this be?





Knowledge is divided into categories. So knowledge of tawheed  - that Allaah the Majestic and Most High is the One who alone is deserving of worship – if the servant knows this and does not act upon this knowledge in that he (then) makes shirk with Allaah the Majestic and Most High, then this knowledge will not benefit him. And leaving off action with regards to this is kufr.





And (not acting upon knowledge) may sometimes be an act of disobedience in that he knows, for example, that drinking intoxicants is forbidden, selling them is forbidden, buying them is forbidden, giving them as a drink is forbidden, asking for them to have them as a drink is forbidden, and the like of that. And he (then) goes against the knowledge that he has – he knows that it is forbidden but he goes against that (knowledge). So his going against it (his knowledge) is an act of disobedience – meaning he has performed one of the major sins with regards to this issue.





And from that (not acting upon knowledge) is that which is makrooh (disliked). So if he knows that the Prophet ‘alaiyhissalaatu wassalaam used to offer prayer with a (certain) appearance, and with a specific description, then his going against it with regards to one of the sunnah acts after he has come to know of that – leaving off acting upon the knowledge which he has is makrooh (disliked).


This is because he has left off acting upon a sunnah and not something obligatory. So his leaving it off is something disliked.


And acting upon that (knowledge) would be something recommended.





And sometimes acting upon knowledge may be something mubaah (permissible) and leaving it off is also something permissible. For example, the permissible actions and customs, and the like of that. Just as if knowledge had reached us that the Prophet’s ‘alaiyhissalaatu was salaam appearance with regards to his clothing was such and such, and his manner of walking was like this – these affairs relating to his natural disposition, as far as we know, are not from those matters which we have been told to copy (him in). If (a person) leaves off acting upon them, then his leaving it off is something permissible because the Muslim has not been told to imitate the like of these matters… So acting upon this is something permissible, and it may be that he is rewarded for (doing) so if he intends (by that) al iqtidaa (imitating the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam).


� The footnote in Shaykh al Fawzaan’s explanation of  al Usool uth Thalaathah: states that like of this has been “reported by at Tirmidhee (2382) … containing the wording: Those three people  will be the first of the creation for whom Allaah will make the Fire blaze on the Day of Resurrection.”


However, this hadeeth in fact does not mention “the scholar who does not act upon his knowledge” but instead:


" When it is the Day of Resurrection Allaah, the Exalted and Most High, will descend to the servants to judge between them, and every nation will be upon its knees. So the first one whom He will call will be a man who memorised the Qur’aan, and a man who was killed in Allaah's cause, and a man who had plentiful wealth. So Allaah will say to the reciter:....


...So those three will be the first ones for whom the Fire will made to blaze on the Day of


Resurrection."





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Knowledge is joined to action and action is the fruit of knowledge. So knowledge without action is like a tree without fruit; there is no benefit in it. And knowledge was sent down to bring about action. 


� Reported by al Bukhaaree in ta’leeq form before the hadeeth 7350 and Muslim, as well as by al Bukhaaree in connected form (2697) and Muslim from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.





