Box 3
that it yajibu (is obligatory) upon us
 to learn four matters

Q1). The meaning of an action being waajib (obligatory) is: 

a) That the person who does not perform this action will definitely enter the Hellfire

b) That the person who does not perform this action may be punished

c) That the person who performs this action will be rewarded

d) That there is no difference in reward between i) doing this action and ii) not doing this action

Answers: b) and c)

Q2). The meaning of an action being mustahabb (recommended) is: 

a) That the person who does it is rewarded

b) That the person who does not perform the action is not punished

c) That the person who does not perform the action is punished

d) That there is no difference in reward between i) doing this action and ii) not doing this action

Answers: a) and b)

Q3). The meaning of an action being mubaah (permissible) is: 

a) That the person who performs this action is punished

b) That there is no punishment for the person who does not perform this action

c) That the person who leaves this action is punished

d) That there is no reward in performing this action

Answers: b) and d)

Q4). Knowledge is acquired: 

a) Through learning and striving and giving time to this

b) Through having many books in your possession

c) Through having care and concern in learning

d) Through understanding and giving this issue your full attention

Answers: a) c) and d) 

Box 4
The first: al ‘ilm (knowledge)
Q1). The ‘ilm (knowledge) mentioned by the Imaam here: 

a) Refers to knowledge of politics

b) Refers to knowledge of Allaah’s Sharee’ah 

c) Is not obligatory for the women to gain

d) Is obligatory for the poor people as well as the rich people to gain

Answers: b) and d)

Q2). Knowledge which is al waajib ul ‘aynee is:

a) Obligatory upon every single Muslim to gain

b) Includes knowledge of how to pray the five daily prayers 

c) Includes knowledge of detailed inheritance issues

d) Is only obligatory for some of the Muslims to gain

Answers: a) and b)
Q3). When Shaykh al Fawzaan divides knowledge into two categories, he mentions about the first category:

a) That it is obligatory upon every single person

b) That  a person’s religion cannot be upright and correct without this knowledge

c) That this includes knowledge of the five pillars of Islaam

d) That a person is not excused for remaining ignorant about this type of knowledge 

Answers: a) b) c) and d)

Q4). The five pillars of Islaam:

a) Include the two testimonies of faith, establishment of the prayer and giving the zakaat
b) Include changing the religion of Islaam to make it more relevant to the time we live in

c) Include the fasting in Ramadaan and the hajj  (pilgrimage) to the House of Allaah

d) Are obligatory for every Muslim to learn about

Answers: a) c) and d)

Q5). with regards to learning about the pillars of Islaam:

a) That a person should learn the correct Islaamic ‘aqeedah as well as those things which oppose it

b) That a person must learn about the pillars, obligations, conditions and recommended actions of the salaat (prayer) 

c) That this is necessary in order to be able to put these pillars into practice correctly 

d) That a person need only learn about the first four pillars and not about the fifth

Answer: a) b) and c)

Q6). when Shaykh al Fawzaan divides knowledge into two categories, he mentions about the second category:

a) That everyone in the Muslim nation needs to gain this second type of knowledge 

b) That this includes knowledge of laws relating to inheritance, marriage and trade

c) That it is called “waajib ul kifaayah” (communal obligation)

d) That if no one gains this type of knowledge then all the community is sinful

Answers: b) c) and d)

Q7). the people who gain this second category of knowledge are:

a) Every single Muslim

b) Every male Muslim

c) Some of the Muslim children

d) Some of the Muslims, those with the ability to do so

Answers: d)

Q8). when the Imaam rahimahullaah said that it is obligatory upon “us” to learn the knowledge that he is about to discuss, to whom is he addressing this?

a) His fellow scholars

b) His fellow Arabs

c) His fellow Muslims

d) His fellow Muslim males

Answer: c)

Q9). the “worldly” knowledge such as knowledge of engineering and manufacturing:

a) Is something mubaah (permissible)

b) Is obligatory upon every Muslim to have

c) Is obligatory upon those who have the ability to gain it in all circumstances and all times

d) Is obligatory upon those who have the ability to gain it if the Muslim nation has need of this knowledge 

Answers: a) and d) 

Q10) with regards to gaining “worldly” knowledge such as knowledge of engineering and manufacturing:

a) The person does not gain this knowledge has committed no sin

b) That the person who gains this knowledge and benefits the Muslim nation through this knowledge is rewarded for doing so

c) That the person who dies without gaining this knowledge will be taken to account for this in the Hereafter

d) That this takes precedence over gaining knowledge of a person’s religion

answers: a) b) 

Q11). a person who dies and:

a) Has not gained the knowledge of Islaam that is necessary for him to know will be questioned about this on the Day of Resurrection

b) Has not learned about the affairs of engineering, medicine and other worldly knowledge will be questioned about this on the Day of Resurrection

c) Can answer the questioning in the Grave correctly will be one of those who are saved

d) Answers the questioning in the grave correctly will attribute this to reading the Book of Allaah and studying it

Answers: a) c) d) 

Q12). the person who turned away from reading the Book of Allaah and studying it:

a) Will be unable to answer the questions in the Grave

b) Will say when in his Grave that he merely said in his worldly life what he heard the other people saying 

c) Will be punished in the Grave 

d) Will be given the Book to read after he has died

Answers: a) b) and c)

Q13). when Imaam ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab says al ‘ilm; 
a) He is referring to knowledge of Allaah and His Attributes

b) He is referring to knowledge of Allaah’s right upon us

c) He is referring to our worshipping Allaah alone and not associating any partner with Him in this 

d) He is referring to worldly knowledge

Answers: a) b) and c) 
� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





The meaning of this is not “it is obligatory upon us, the students of knowledge” – no!


(Rather) it is obligatory upon us, the community of Muslims. (This is) because that which is contained in this treatise is not from (those matters) which are obligatory upon the youth and upon the students of knowledge only – rather it is from that which is obligatory upon every Muslim, male and female.





Shaykh ‘Abdul ‘Azeez ibn Baaz rahimahullaah mention in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





These matters must be learned by every male believer and female believer, the young and the old.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan adds in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah on the word “masaa-il”(matters):





They are called ‘masaa-il’ because it is obligatory that they be ‘yus-al ‘anhaa’ (asked about) and that attention be given to them.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The waajib (obligatory matter) is: that which the person who does it is rewarded, and the person who leaves it is (liable to be)  punished.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The mustahabb (recommended action) is: that which the person who does it is rewarded and the person who leaves it is not punished.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The mubaah (permissible action) is: that for which there is no reward in doing it and no punishment in leaving it.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Knowledge cannot be acquired except through ta’allum (learning).


And ta’allum (learning) requires (giving) care and attention and striving and time.


And it (also) requires understanding and attentiveness of the heart. 


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And we should know also before entering into the matters (about to be discussed) that what is meant by al ‘ilm (knowledge) which is obligatory upon the nation  - whether it be (knowledge) obligatory upon every individual or (knowledge) which is a communal obligation – is al ‘ilm ush shar’ee (the legislated knowledge) with which the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool:





And this (refers) to ma’rifah (knowledge and awareness) of the Three Fundamental Principles:


The servant’s ma’rifah of his Lord


And the servant’s ma’rifah of his religion


And the servant’s ma’rifah of his Prophet





This is obligatory. So taqleed (blind following) does not bring benefit in the like of this (type of) knowledge; it is obligatory that the servant gains it with its proofs.





And the people of knowledge have a well known saying:


Taqleed (blind following) does not bring benefit in issues of creed and belief.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So the five obligatory prayers which are upon the men and the women, and the congregational prayer in the mosques which are upon the men; this  is obligatory upon every individual from the Muslims that he learn about them. 


Therefore he (the author) said:” it is obligatory upon us”, and he did not say ‘it is obligatory upon some of us’. He said it is “obligatory upon us”, meaning upon us, the Muslims.


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He must learn these matters in detail; it is not merely the case that he prays and he does not know the rulings of the prayer. How can a person do an action and he does not have knowledge of the action that he is performing?... So it is essential that he learns the rulings of the prayer and those things which nullify the prayer; he must learn this.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





It is that knowledge from the legislated rulings  which is additional to that (knowledge from the first category) which the nation together has need of; and it may be the case that not every individual has a need of it. (This includes) the rulings of trading, and the rulings of dealings and transactions, and the rulings of religious endowments, and the laws of inheritance and bequests and the rulings of marriages and the rulings relating to crimes. These are essential for the nation. 


However it is not obligatory upon every individual from the nation that he learn them. Rather if these things are learned by sufficient scholars such that what is required is attained then that will suffice. 


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And this (worldly) knowledge may be something obligatory if the (Muslim) nation has need of it. Then it will be obligatory upon those who are capable.


However it (the worldly knowledge) is not the ‘ilm (knowledge) which is intended in the Qur’aan and the Sunnah, that which Allaah, the Most High, has praised and whose people He has praised and that about which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


“The people of ‘ilm (the scholars) are the inheritors of the Prophets”


Reported by al Bukhaaree in ta’leeq (disconnected form) in the Book of Knowledge, Chapter: Knowledge comes before speech and action.


What is meant here is: al ‘ilm ush shar’ee (the legislated knowledge).


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He will say:


“Haah, haah. I don’t know; I heard the people saying something so I said it.”


For this person, his grave will be made to blaze with fire upon him – and Allaah’s refuge is sought – and it will constrict upon him to the extent that his ribs interlock and he will come to be in a pit from the pits of the Hellfire.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So the first thing which is obligatory upon the servant is knowledge and awareness of his Lord – the Mighty and Majestic – and he should worship Him.








