Q8. That what is intended by using the word tawheed  is singling Allaah out in:

a) His ability to create and control the affairs of the Universe

b) all matters of worship  
 

c) His ability to give life

d) His ability to cause death 

Answer: b) 

Q9. The tafseer of ya’budoon in the aayah from Soorah adh Dhaariyaat (51:56) is:

a) they worship Me in any way that they wish to

b) they worship Me and My beloved servant Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam

c) they single Me out in all matters of worship   

d) they worship Me when they reach an old age

Answer: c)

Q10. The people who truly believe that Allaah did not create them include:

a) The Communists

b) The Buddhists

c) The people who believe in Darwin’s theory of evolution

d) The Irish 

e) None of the above 

Answer: e)

 Box 30
And the most serious matter which He forbade is shirk 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. That the only matter which is more serious and dangerous than shirk is:

a) Taking ribaa (usury)

b) Killing a Muslim without due right

c) Wife beating

d) Stealing

e) Drinking intoxicants

f) None of the above 

Answer: f)

Q2. What Qur’aanic evidences are quoted by the Shaykh hafidhahullaah  to prove this point?

The statements of Allaah, the Most High:

Say: Come, I will recite to you what my Lord has truly forbidden for you:

Do not associate anything along with Allaah, 

and treat the parents well,

and do not kill your children for fear of poverty; We shall provide for you and for them.

And do not approach shameful sins, whether apparent or hidden,

and do not kill the soul which Allaah has made forbidden, except by right.

This is what He has commanded you with so that you may understand.

And do not approach the wealth of the orphan except in a manner which is best. 
 

Up to the end of the aayah.

Do not set up another object of worship along with Allaah and so become one who is blameworthy and forsaken! 
 
 

Shirk is the greatest dhulm (wrongdoing). 
 

And whoever commits shirk with Allaah then he has invented a tremendous sin! 
 

And whoever commits shirk with Allaah then he has indeed strayed far away from the True Path! 
 
Q3. What hadeeth of ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu is also quoted here to prove this point?

The statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam when he was asked:

Which sin is greatest?

So he sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam said:

That you set up a rival for Allaah and (yet) it is He who created you.

It was said:

Then which (sin)?

He said:

That you kill your child for fear that he will consume food along with you.

It was said:

Then which (sin)?

He said:

That you commit adultery with the wife of your neighbour. 
 

Q4. What hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu is also quoted here to prove this point?

The statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam when he said:

Keep away from the seven destructive sins..

So it was said:

What are they, O Messenger of Allaah?

So he said:

Committing shirk with Allaah  and sorcery and killing the soul which Allaah has made forbidden, except with right.

To the end of the hadeeth.

Q5. The final destination for the person who dies upon shirk without repenting is:

a) The Hellfire 

b) Paradise

c) Somewhere between Hellfire and Paradise

d) None of the above

Answer: a)

Q6. Allaah will never forgive which of the following:

a) Taking ribaa (usury)

b) Committing shirk 

c) Openly drinking intoxicants

d) Women abandoning the khimaar 
Answer: b)

Q7. That the Muslim who commits major sins but does not commit shirk:

a) Will always enter the Hellfire

b) Will always end up in the Hellfire forever

c) Will always enter Paradise 

d) Is on a level between being a Muslim and being a kaafir

Answer: c) 

Q8. That the Muslim who has committed a major sin:

a) Should just give up any hope of Allaah’s forgiveness 

b) Should repent from his sin  

c) Should persist on his sin

d) Will always go to the Hellfire for a short time at least to be purified from his sin

Answer: b)

Q9. That the approach of the scholars and teachers towards shirk should be:

a) To try to forbid the people from falling into it

b) To warn the people against it

c) To remain silent about it 

d) To accept that people are going to commit shirk no matter how much they are warned

Answers: a) b) 

Q10. That the major sins less than shirk , such as taking usury:

a) Should be warned against 

b) Should not be warned against

c) Although very serious, are less serious than shirk

d) Can take a person out of Islaam if he deems these sins to be something permissible

Answers: a) c) d)

Q11. That we should focus our attention in the first instance on:

a) Warning against the people who rule oppressively over the Muslim lands
b) Warning against shirk 

c) Warning against the sins which are even greater than shirk 

d) Warning against the sins which are lesser than shirk

Answer: b) 

� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And what is “at tawheed”(for which we were created)? Is it that you affirm that Allaah, he is the Creator, the Provider, the One who gives life and the One who causes death?


No.


“At tawheed” is: to single Allaah out in worship, because Allaah said:


And I did not create the jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me.


Soorah adh Dhaariyaat (51) aayah 56


And the people of tafseer said: “worship Me” meaning “they should make the tawheed of Me”. So they explained ‘tawheed’ with ‘worship’.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool : (page 78)





So whoever singles Allaah out with worship, then he is a muwahhid (person of tawheed); and whoever directs worship to other than Him, then he is a mushrik (person of shirk) ; and whoever associates other than Him along with Him in worship, then he is also a mushrik. For indeed Allaah alone is the One who truly deserves (all) worship with any partner along with Him in that.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Tawheed ur ruboobiyyah is something found in (people’s) inborn natures and in their intellects; however it is not sufficient without tawheed ul ‘ibaadah (tawheed of worship), and it is to single out Allaah with all worship.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Therefore, tawheed (for which we were created) is to single Allaah out with worship and it is not to affirm that Allaah is the Creator, the Provider, the Giver of life, the One who causes death, the One in control of affairs because this (belief of tawheed ur ruboobiyyah) is present in people’s inborn nature. 





(This belief) is present is the intellects of those who have intellects; there is not a person of intellect in the (whole) world who truly believes that anyone other than Allaah created the Heavens and the Earth. There is not in the whole world anyone – and that includes the kuffaar and the atheists – who truly believes that there is anyone from mankind who created mankind.





And if you were to ask them (the people of shirk) as to who created them, they would certainly say, “Allaah!”


Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayah 87





(.And Allaah, the Most High, also said):





Were they created without any Creator having brought them into existence? Or are they (themselves) the creators? Or did they create the Heavens and the Earth? Rather they do not have certainty.


Soorah at Toor (52) aayaat 35 to 36


� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool : (page 78)





And the religious duties, as you have come to know, are the commands and the prohibitions; and it has already preceded that the greatest of the commands is the tawheed of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.


And thus the most serious of the prohibitions and the greatest of the sins is to set up partners with Allaah, the Blessed and Most High; and for this reason, the author rahimahullaah said:


“And the most serious matter which He forbade is shirk “.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah commenting on the statement of the Imaam here “and the most serious thing which He forbade is shirk “ :





This is a tremendous point of benefit because some people truly believe that there are matters which are the worst crimes and the worst thing which Allaah has forbidden, saying:


“Ribaa (usury) is the worst of the forbidden matters! Fornication is the greatest of the forbidden matters!”


Therefore they focus upon forbidding ribaa and upon (forbidding) fornication and upon (forbidding) corruption of manners and behaviour. 


However they do not give importance to the matter of shirk and they do not warn against it and (yet) they see the people falling into it.


So this is a case of tremendous ignorance of the Sharee’ah (revealed law) of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





These forbidden acts – Allaah began them with His statement:


Do not associate anything along with Allaah...


So this proves that shirk is the most serious thing which Allaah has forbidden.





� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayaat 151 to 152





� Shaykh Abdur Rahmaan ibn Naasir as Sa’dee rahimahullaah said in his tafseer of this aayah:





Do not associate anything along with Allaah…


And the reality of shirk with Allaah is that the created being is worshipped just as Allaah is worshipped, or it is glorified just as Allaah is glorified; or one type of the characteristics of Ruboobiyyah or Ilaahiyyah is directed towards it (the created being). 


So if the servant leaves off shirk completely, he becomes a muwahhid (person of tawheed) , someone who (makes his worship) purely and sincerely for Allaah in all his conditions.


And this is the right of Allaah upon his servants – that they worship Him and that they do not associate anything along with Him.





� Soorah al Israa (17) aayah 22





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So He began with the prohibition of shirk and He concluded (this section of aayaat) with the forbiddance of shirk (seventeen aayaat later), so He said:


So do not set up another object of worship along with Allaah lest you be cast into Hellfire, rebuked and banished!


Soorah al Israa (17) aayah 39





� Shaykh Abdur Rahmaan ibn Naasir as Sa’dee rahimahullaah said in his tafseer of this aayah:





Meaning: do not hold as your ‘aqeedah that anyone from the created beings deserves anything from worship; and do not take any of them as partners along with Allaah, for this is a cause for blame and for being forsaken. 


For Allaah and His angels and His messenger have forbidden shirk and criticised the one who does it with the severest reproach and have made blameworthy names and repulsive attributes follow on as consequence of it (committing shirk).  





� Soorah Luqmaan (31) aayah 13





� Shaykh Abdur Rahmaan ibn Naasir as Sa’dee rahimahullaah said in his tafseer of this aayah:





And the aspect of it being the greatest oppression is:


that there is none who is more detestable nor more repugnant than the one who equates the created being (made from)  turaab  (dust) with the Possessor of the ruqaab (slaves); and who equates the being who does not possess anything from the affair with the One who owns all the affairs; and who equates the deficient being, the being in need from all aspects with the Lord, the Perfect One, the One who is independent and in no need from all aspects; and who equates the being who cannot bestow even an atom’s weight of favour with the One for whom there is no favour for the creation in their deen nor in their dunyaa nor their ukhraa (Hereafter) nor in their hearts nor in their bodies except that it is from Him – and none keeps away evil except for Him. Is there anything that can be greater than this oppression (of committing shirk) ?





� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 48





� Shaykh Abdur Rahmaan ibn Naasir as Sa’dee rahimahullaah said in his tafseer of this aayah:





And which oppression is greater than (that done) by the one who equates the created being  - (made) from dust, deficient from every aspect, the one in need in his own self from every aspect, the one who does not possess for his own self – let alone from anyone who worships him – the (ability to bring) benefit nor harm, nor death nor life nor resurrection – 


with the Creator of every thing, the Perfect one from all aspects, the One Who in Himself is Independent from and free from being in need of all the created beings, the One in Whose Hand is (the ability) to bring benefit and harm, and giving and withholding, the One for whom there is no favour (bestowed) upon the created beings except that it is from Him, the Most High?


Is there anything more serious than this oppression?





� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 116





� Reported by al Bukhaaree (6861) and Muslim (86) from the hadeeth of ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood radi Allaah ‘anhu. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And Allaah sent down the confirmation of that with His statement:


And (the servants of ar Rahmaan are) those who do not call upon another deity along with Allaah and they do not kill the soul which Allaah has made forbidden except by right, and they do not commit fornication. And whoever does (these things) will receive punishment.


Soorah al Furqaan (25) aayah 68





� Reported by al Bukhaaree (6866) and Muslim (89) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaah ‘anhu.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The mushrik will never enter Paradise, ever. 


Allaah, the Most High, said:


Whoever makes shirk with Allaah, then Allaah has made Paradise forbidden for him; and his abode will be the Hellfire. And the disbelieving wrongdoers will have no helper.


Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 72





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Allaah will not forgive the mushrik:


Allaah does not forgive that shirk be committed with Him and He forgives whatever is less than that to whomsoever He wishes.


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 48





And Shaykh Abdur Rahmaan ibn Naasir as Sa’dee rahimahullaah said in his tafseer of this aayah:





So (as for) the sins which are less than shirk, then Allaah has put into place many causes for their being forgiven – such as the good deeds which wipe (them) away and the calamities which expiate (for them) in this worldly life and (in) the barzakh (life between this life and the Hereafter) and (on) the Day of Resurrection;


and such as the supplication of the believers for each other;


and the intercession of those who intercede;


and apart from all of this, His Mercy which the people of eemaan and tawheed are most deserving of.


And this is in contrast to shirk ; for Allaah has closed upon Himself the doors of forgiveness for the mushrik and has locked the doors of Mercy against him . So his (the mushrik’s) acts of obedience without tawheed will not benefit him, nor will the calamities (he faces) benefit him at all; and for them (the mushriks) on the Day of Resurrection, there will be no:


Intercessors, nor any close friend.


Soorah ash Shu’araa (26) aayaat 100 to 101





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The sinner, even if he has committed major sins which are less than shirk – then Paradise will not be forbidden for him; his final destination will be Paradise. Either Allaah will forgive him straightaway and enter him into Paradise or else he will come out of the Fire after having been punished in it and he will (then) enter into Paradise.


No matter what evil and sins which are less than shirk occur from the believer then he does not despair of the Mercy of Allaah and he will not be forbidden from Paradise, and he enters under the forgiveness (of Allaah) by the Wish and Will of Allaah. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





No matter what evil and sins which are less than shirk occur from the believer then he does not despair of the Mercy of Allaah and he will not be forbidden from Paradise, and he enters under the forgiveness (of Allaah) by the Wish and Will of Allaah.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





As for remaining silent about shirk and leaving the people passionately involved in worship of other than Allaah whilst they claim to be upon Islaam – and there is no one forbidding them and no one warning them – then the matter is very serious.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





There are people who turn their attention to forbidding usury and fornication and corruption of manners; (no doubt) these are forbidden matters and contain corruption but shirk is more serious. So why is attention not given to forbidding shirk and warning against shirk and explaining what many people have fallen into with regards to major shirk whilst they claim to be upon Islaam?





Why is there laxity with regards to the matter of shirk and disregard of it and leaving the people to fall into it and (yet) the people of knowledge are present? Indeed they live along with those people and (yet) they remain silent about it.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





What is obligatory is to turn attention firstly to forbidding this tremendous danger (of shirk) which has devastated the Muslim nation. Every sin is less than it (shirk) and what is obligatory is to begin with what is most important, then with what is next in importance. 





