 Box 24

Know, may Allaah guide you to obedience to Him 
 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That the first treatise of this book dealt with:

a) The issues of tawheed contained in Soorah al Ikhlaas “Qul huwa Allaahu ahad”
b) The issues contained in Soorah al ‘Asr

c) The du’aa mas-alah and du’aa ‘ibaadah contained in Soorah al Faatihah

d) The issues with regards to not having alliance with the non Muslims

Answer: b)

Q2. That the second treatise of this book told us that: 

a) Allaah did not leave us without a purpose after having created us

b) Allaah is not pleased that anyone should be taken as a partner in His worship

c) It is not permissible for the person of tawheed to make muwaalaat with the kuffaar

d) We should not try to resemble Allaah to His creation

Answers: a) b) c)

Q3. That when the Imaam rahimahullaah says “may Allaah guide you”, this is:

a) A statement of exasperation and frustration

b) A du’aa  
 

c) A proof that the Imaam considers most Muslims to be outside the fold of Islaam

d) Referring to the person who acts on the information in the treatise without understanding any of it

Answer: b)

Q4. Al irshaad comprises which of the following?

a) Guidance to what is correct

b) Loving all human beings

c) Making sense of the universe around us by using our intellects

d) Beneficial knowledge 

e) Tolerance of all religions and ideologies

f) Being granted the intelligence to understand the wisdom behind all of Allaah’s rulings

g) Righteous actions 

Answers: a) d) g) 

Q5. Ar rushd is:

a) The religion of Islaam 

b) The three Abrahamic religions

c) The opposite of al ghayy 

d) The religion of Aboo Jahl

Answer: a) c) 

Q6. At Taa’ah involves: 

a) Complying with what Allaah has commanded

b) Accepting that the person who obeys Allaah will never be rich

c) Seeking to please the people instead of pleasing Allaah

d) Fearing the rebuke and displeasure of the people

e) Avoiding what Allaah has forbidden 

f) Never asking the people of knowledge any questions and instead trusting in Allaah

Answers: a) e) 

 Box 25

that haneefiyyah (is) the way of Ibraaheem 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That haneefiyyah :

a) is the religion of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam
b) is the religion of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam and all his children
c) refers only to the followers of Aboo Haneefah

d) is turning away from shirk and turning instead to tawheed 

Answer: a) d) 

Q2. That Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam:
a) Perfected and completed most of the aspects of tawheed

b) Could never quite achieve complete ikhlaas in his lifetime

c) Had haneefiyyah as one of his attributes 

d) Was the only prophet who combined being both a Jew and a Christian 
 

Answer: c) 

Q3. That the religion of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam:

a) Was the path that our Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam was commanded to follow 

b) Is preserved in our time in the religion of the Orthodox Jews 

c) Was the religion of all the Messengers

d) Was the path that we were commanded to follow 

Answers: a) c) d) 

Q4. That in his lifetime, Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam:

a) Encountered love and warmth from all those around him

b) Encountered trials and tribulations which no one else has suffered 

c) Occasionally fell into despair at the level of difficulties he was having

d) Only suffered difficulties when he fell inadvertently into shirk

Answer: b) 

Q5. That with regards to Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam:

a) He is called the Father of the Prophets

b) The Prophet Nooh (Noah) is also one of his offspring

c) The religion of haneefiyyah is attributed to him for political reasons

d) All of the Prophets who came after him were upon his way and his path

Answers: a) d)

Q6. That with regards to knowing about the religion of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam:

a) This is something for the scholars only

b) A person can attribute to himself to this religion without knowing anything about it 

c) The person who says “I don’t know” when asked about the fundamentals of Islaam has attained half of all knowledge

d) It is obligatory to know the religion well in order to be able to act upon it with baseerah
Answers: d)  

 Box 26

is that you worship Allaah alone, making the religion purely and sincerely for Him 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. The religion of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam combines which of the following:

a) Being thrown in a Fire

b) Sacrificing the first born son or daughter

c) Worshipping Allaah alone 

d) Having ikhlaas 

Answers: c) d)

Q2. Which of the following has correctly followed the path of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam? 

The person who:

a) fasts and prays but does so in order to show off

b) performs the acts of worship purely and sincerely for Allaah 

c) prays purely and sincerely for Allaah and makes du’aa sincerely to a saint

d) performs the sacrifice purely and sincerely for Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam

Answer: b)

Q3. People who fall into shirk akbar (major shirk ) in our times:

a) Sometimes affiliate themselves to Islaam

b) May sometimes be labelled as “Muslims” by other people

c) May do so with clear understanding of the error that they are making

d) May be ignorant of the error that they are committing

Answers: a) b) c) d)

Q4. The religion of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam: 

a) Is incompatible with any form of shirk

b) Is the religion of anyone who affiliates themselves to it

c) Is something that we must know about and act upon

d) Excludes shirk akbar but accepts shirk asghar

Answers: a) c) 
� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And this is a tremendous supplication, since if Allaah directs the Muslim to obedience to Him then he will indeed be fortunate and successful in this world and the Hereafter.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





And this is a supplication for the students of knowledge, containing mercy and compassion for the seekers of knowledge.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the third treatise is this one (which is about to be discussed). And there will follow the fourth treatise and that is thalaathat ul usool (the three principles).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This is a supplication from the Shaykh  - may Allaah have mercy upon him – for everyone who reads this treatise, seeking to understand it, seeking to act upon it, that Allaah should direct him. 





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool : (page 72)





And this is from the manners of authoring – that the author brings a grammatical particle of tanbeeh (drawing the reader’s attention) in order to get the listener or the reader prepared for what is about to follow, and then follows that with a supplication for every listener and for every reader, (doing so) out of desire to sincerely advise and love and fervent desire that Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, should bestow the favour of rushd and hidaayah (true guidance) upon His creation.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Al irshaad (direction) is: guidance to what is correct and to be granted beneficial knowledge and righteous action. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And ar rushd (guidance) is the opposite of al ghayy (misguidance/error). 


He, the Most High, said:


Ar rushd (true guidance) has become clear from al ghayy (error).


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 265


And He, the Most High, said:


And if they see all the signs, they will not believe in them, and if they see the way of ar rushd (right guidance) they do not take it as the way which they follow.


Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 146





And ar rushd is the religion of Islaam.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And al ghayy is the religion of Aboo Jahl, and his like.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool : (page 72)





And at taa’ah (obedience)  is conforming with what has been commanded  - meaning conforming with that which Allaah has commanded with in His Book and (with) that which His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam commanded with in his Sunnah. 





And that (obedience) is manifested in complying with the commands and staying away from the prohibited matters and declaring lawful that (which Allaah has declared) lawful and declaring to be forbidden that (which Allaah has declared) forbidden, accompanied by the correct belief in the permissibility of the halaal (matters) and in the forbiddance of the haraam (forbidden) matters, and seeking to draw close to Allaah through that.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And at taa’ah (obedience) is that (the person) obeys Allaah with regards to His commands such that you perform them; and with regards to His prohibitions so that you avoid them in compliance with the Command of Allaah and seeking the Face of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, hoping for His Reward and fearing His Punishment.


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And his saying “that al haneefiyyah (the straight and true religion), the way of Ibraaheem”  - meaning that which it is obligatory that you know and be aware of (is) that al haneefiyyah is the way of Ibraaheem. 





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (page 21)





He, the Majestic and Most High, said:


And when Ibraaheem said to his father and his people:


“Indeed I am baraa- (free and innocent) of that which you worship.


Except for the One who created me and indeed H will guide me.”


Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayaat 26 to 27





This statement:


Indeed I am baraa- (free and innocent) of that which you worship.


Except for the One who created me…


Contains a negation in the first half and an affirmation in the second half.





Indeed I am baraa- (free and innocent) of that which you worship.


The baraa-u (dissociation) is a negation, then he made an affirmation


Except for the One who created me…


So he declared himself free and innocent from all the different objects of worship, and he affirmed that he was a worshipper of the One who had created him alone.


And this is meaning of the statement of tawheed…





Tawheed was the millah (religious way) of Ibraaheem; the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is that which Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam said:


Indeed I am free and innocent of that which you worship.


Except for the One who created me.


Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayaat 26 to 27


So laa ilaaha (there is no deity worthy of worship) comprises dissociation from every deity worshipped (and) ill Allaah is an affirmation of worship, an affirmation of worship for Allaah alone to the exclusion of all others. 


And for this reason, the scholars say that the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is there is no true ma’bood (object of worship) except for Allaah. And the meaning of that is that all the objects of worship (except for Allaah) are not worshipped in truth.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And Ibraaheem  ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam was a haneef, a Muslim – meaning one who inclined away from shirk and turned away from it towards tawheed and ikhlaas (making his religion purely and sincerely) for Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. 





He, the Most High, said:


Ibraaheem was an ummah (a teacher of good and a leader followed upon guidance), obedient to Allaah, haneef (upright upon the true religion of Islaam) and he was not from the people of shirk.


Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 120





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And He, the One free of all imperfections, said:


Ibraaheem was neither a Jew nor a Christian but rather he was a haneef , a Muslim; and he was not from the people of shirk.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 67





� Shaykh Zayd al Madhkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (p75) 





And groups of kufr have disagreed with each other about Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaam , each group claiming that Ibraaheem was from them. So Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, called them liars and made clear the true reality of the millah of Ibraaheem and that it was not as they claim. So he was free and far removed from them. Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, said:


Ibraaheem was neither a Jew nor a Christian but rather he was a haneef , a Muslim; and he was not from the people of shirk.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 67


The Jews made a claim and the Christians made a claim and the people of shirk made a claim with regards to Ibraaheem, so Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, called all of them liars because they were liars in the false claim.


And He affirmed that Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaam was one who turned away from shirk which all of these aforementioned groups had degenerated into – the Jews, the Christians, the mushriks and whoever who had love and alliance for them. 


And that he was a haneef (upright upon the true religion of Islaam), a Muslim – meaning a person who made istislaam (submission) to Allaah alone, and who never made any shirk with Him; a person who did not humble himself before anyone nor yield before anyone. And he only made inqiyaad (yielding) to the command of Allaah, the Lord of all Creation.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And Allaah commanded His Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam that he should follow this millah (religious way) (of Ibraaheem) with His statement:


Then We revealed to you (O Muhammad) that you should follow the millah of Ibraaheem, the haneef ; and he was not from the people of shirk.


Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 123





� Shaykh Zayd al Madhkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (p76)





So every Muslim, male and female and believer, male and female – they have the more right to Ibraaheem than these groups (of kufr do) , as per the statement of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic:


Indeed amongst mankind those who have the best claim to Ibraaheem are those who follow him and this Prophet (Muhammad) and those who have believed.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 68


And not as the Jews claim nor as the Christians claim nor as the mushriks claim.


Indeed amongst mankind those who have the best claim to Ibraaheem are those who follow him...


Those who follow his millah in ‘aqeedah (creed and belief) and in worship.


And this Prophet (Muhammad) and those who have believed. And Allaah is the walee of the believers.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 68





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He, the Most High, said: 


He (Allaah) has chosen you for His religion and He has not placed any haraj (unbearable difficulty) in the religion upon you. (So follow) the millah of your forefather, Ibraaheem.


He (Allaah) has named you Muslims.


Soorah al Hajj (22) aayah 78








� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And (the millah of Ibraaheem) it was the religious way of all of the Messengers. 





However (it is named after Ibraaheem in particular) because of the fact that Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam was the most excellent of the prophets after our prophet Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam – because he (Ibraaheem) encountered in the path of  calling to tawheed such torment and trials as were not encountered by anyone else, and he had patience upon that.





And because he (Ibraaheem) was the father of the prophets  - because the prophets who came after him, all of them, were from his descendants – ‘alaiyhis salaatu was salaam…








� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





It is obligatory upon us that we should be aware of it (the millah of Ibraaheem) because it is obligatory for the Muslim that he should be aware of whatever Allaah has made obligatory upon him so that he can comply with it and in order that he will not violate it. It is not sufficient to ascribe oneself (to it) without awareness (of what it is).


� Shaykh Zayd al Madhkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (p73)





“is that you worship Allaah alone, making the religion purely and sincerely for Him”


This is the millah of Ibraaheem, the Father of the Prophets and the khaleel (especially beloved friend) of ar Rahmaan , the one whom Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, sent to a nation who were drowned in the mire of shirk and idol worship, so that he could call them (to Allaah) and so that he could save them from the darknesses of shirk and misguidance (taking them) to the Light of the Book and the Sunnah.


So he made clear that its foundation and its basis is that you turn completely, O Muslim, to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic in all worship -  be it  (worship) related to wealth or related to (a person’s) body or both of these together – that you turn completely with that to Allaah, alone, accompanying that with ikhlaas. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This is the millah of Ibraaheem – that you worship Allaah, making the religion purely and sincerely for Him, that you bring together two matters : ‘ibaadah (worship) and ikhlaas (making the worship purely and sincerely for Allaah).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So whoever worships Allaah but does not make the religion purely and sincerely for Him, then his worship will be nothing at all.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madhkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (p74)





And how many texts have come in the Noble Qur’aan calling the people to ikhlaas  in their actions; and how many ahaadeeth are authentically reported from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam likewise. 


So from the aayaat is the statement of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic:


Say (O Muhammad), “I am commanded to worship Allaah, mukhlisan lahu ad deen (making the religion purely and sincerely for Him).


Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 11





And a command (addressed) to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam is a command (directed) to all of his nation, unless there is an evidence proving that it is specific to him. And this is known in its specific places.





And Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, said:


Say (O Muhammad), “Allaah (alone) I worship, making my religion purely and sincerely for Him. So worship whom you wish to besides Him.


Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 14





So this command – “so worship whom you wish to besides Him” – is a command of rebuke to them and a statement of threat against them because they will receive their recompense when they are brought before Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic and they had worshipped other than Him.


It is established from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam that he will say to them:


Go and seek your reward from those whom you used to (do your actions) to be seen (by them). 


And on the Day of Resurrection, no one will possess anything by way of reward nor (ability) to bring about benefits nor (the ability) to repel harm – rather Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, will judge in the case of all of them and recompense them in accordance with their deeds, the good of them and the evil of them, just as Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, said:


Whose is the Kingdom this Day?


So He responded Himself - He, the Perfect and Most High:


It is Allaah’s, the Waahid (the One and Only), the Qahhaar (the Overwhelming Subduer who is never overcome).


Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 16


And in this manner, the statement of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, is established from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam in the hadeeth qudsee :


I am the least in need of partnership (out of those who have partners taken with them); so whoever does an action in which he associates other than Me along with Me then I will leave him and his shirk.


And in one narration:


Then it is for the one who was taken as a partner. 


And the famous, well known hadeeth of ‘Umar which is found in the introduction of nearly every book of hadeeth


Actions are but by intentions, and every person shall have that which they intended.


And it is a proof for ikhlaas and for the rectification of the intention and truthfulness with Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, in (a person’s) action.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This is the millah (religious way) of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaam  - al haneefiyyah which turns away from shirk in totality and turns to tawheed in totality, that you worship Allaah, making the religion purely and sincerely for Him. 





