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And the proof is His statement, He the Most High:

And the masaajid (the places of prayer) are for Allaah (alone) so do not invoke anyone along with Allaah. 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. That which of the following people will understand that Allaah is not pleased that partners should be set up along with him:

a) The Christian

b) The person who has ‘aql 

c) The one who blindly follows others

d) The heedless person

e) The grave worshipper

f) The person who reflects and ponders 

Answers: b) f)

Q2. That the masaajid are:

a) The houses of Allaah 

b) The most beloved places to Allaah

c) The places for acts of devotion to saints

d) Places that should the most beautifully decorated and adorned of all buildings

e) The places for worship of Allaah alone 

f) Places that should not be built upon graves

Answers: a) b) e) f)

Q3. That taking the graves as places of worship:

a) Is one of the only good deeds that the Jews and Christians used to do 

b) Is something which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam forbade 

c) Was something which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam praised in the highest terms
d) Is permissible only if the graves are those of righteous people

Answer: b)

Q4. That with regards to the masaajid, good deeds to be performed in the masjid include:

a) Removing all traces of shirk and idol worship from them 

b) Burying dead people in the masaajid after they have been built

c) Building the masaajid on graves 

d) Worshipping Allaah alone in them

e) Making du’aa in congregation on Fridays after the jumu’ah prayer

f) Reciting the Qur’aan in them

g) Establishing classes to study the religion of Islaam

h) Buying and selling to raise money for building work to be done to the masjid

Answers: a) d) f) g) 

Q5. That with regards to the part of the aayah, “and the masaajid are for Allaah alone”:

a) It is a must that the masaajid are pure and uncontaminated by any shirk

b) A place where idols are worshipped can rightly be called a masjid if enough people call it that 

c) A masjid can be a place where people gather to gain beneficial knowledge

d) This aayah means that Allaah will cause to crumble to dust all the masaajid where shirk is done 

Answers: a) c)

Q6. That Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam was commanded to purify Allaah’s House from:

a) Shirk 

b) Innovated acts of worship

c) Scorpions 

d) Physical impurities

e) Sharp stones 

Answers: a) b) d) 

Q7. That with regards to the part of the aayah, “so do not invoke (along with Allaah)”: 

a) This would make forbidden the istighaathah (seeking of deliverance) from other than Allaah

b) This would allow a person to make du’aa to ‘Abdul Qaadir al Jeelaanee
c) It is sign of a person’s humility in front of Allaah that he does not directly supplicate to Allaah

e) The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam likes us to call on him for our worldly needs 

Answer: a) 

Q8. That with regards to the part of the aayah, “anyone”:  
 

a) This means it is impermissible to supplicate to anyone or anything other than Allaah

b) This means that it is permissible to supplicate to an angel

c) If a person becomes a walee of Allaah, then a person is permitted to supplicate to him

d) It is impermissible to supplicate to an angel

Answers: a) d) 

Q9.That the masaajid should be built by people:

a) To gain fame 

b) To show the non Muslims how ornate and elaborate we make our places of worship

c) So that people will remember the name of the one who built the masjid forever 

d) With halaal funds 

Answer: d) 
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The third issue: that whoever obeys the Messenger and singles Allaah out with all worship – it is not permissible for him to have muwaalaat (friendship and alliance) with those who oppose Allaah and His Messenger, even if they be those most closely related to him 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:
Q1. That with regards to having friendship and alliance and having enmity:

a) This is something directly linked to the issue of tawheed  

b) Muwaalaat implies having love of the heart for someone 

c) It is permissible to love the enemies of tawheed only for the good qualities that they have

d)  A person must restrict his muwaalaat to only the awliyaa of Allaah 

Answers: a) b) d)

Q2. That a Muslim is forbidden from which of the following for non Muslims:

a) Having love and alliance 

b) Calling them to Islaam 

c) Allowing them to inherit from him

d) Feeding them if they are starving 

e) Allowing them to be a walee in the case of a Muslim woman wishing to get married

f)  Inheriting from them

Answers: a) c) e) f) 

Q3. That with regards to the Muslim’s seeking to resemble the non Muslims :

a) This is something forbidden

b) This is something obligatory

c) This is something would reduce anti Muslim prejudice in the West

d) This is something that would help Muslims to achieve power and authority

Answer: a)

Q4. That with regards to the Imaam’s quote “those who oppose Allaah and His Messenger”, then this refers to the people who takes sides with:

a) The kuffaar  -  against Allaah, His Messenger and the believers

b) Allaah and His Messenger and the believers -  against the kuffaar
c) Allaah and His Messenger  - against the believers

d) Allaah  - even when this goes against the sunnah of His Messenger

Answer: a) 

Q5. That with regards to the statement of the Imaam’s “even if they be those most closely related to him”, then it is obligatory to have:

a) Some love for all relatives even if they oppose Allaah and His Messenger

b) Love and alliance for those relatives who are awliyaa of Allaah 

c) A special love for the awliyaa who are from the same tribe as you 

d) Love for all the human race

Answer: b)  
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� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Allaah is not pleased that anyone should be associated with Him, no matter who it is, and this is (stated) clearly in the Qur’aan and the Sunnah  - but (only) to a person who uses the intellect and who reflects carefully and who discards blind following and the use of false and futile excuses and who is alert to his own benefit.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The mosques are the houses of Allaah and the places prepared for the prayer and they are the most beloved of places to Allaah. And they are houses which Allaah has commanded to be raised and in which His Name should be mentioned.  





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





These mosques must be made places for the worship of Allaah alone ; nothing for other than Allaah must occur in them.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


Allaah’s curse is upon the Jews and the Christians; they took the graves of their prophets as places of prayer.


(reported by al Bukhaaree (435 and 436) and Muslim from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah and ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu anhum)


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So graves are not to be built in them nor tombs because the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam cursed those who did that. 


And he informed that this is the practice of the Jews and the Christians and he forbade us from that at the end of his life whilst he was in the throes of death  - ‘alaiyhissalaatu was 


salaam – with his saying:


“Indeed those who came before you used to take the graves as places of prayer”


 - he said this whilst he was dying  - 


“Indeed do not take the graves as places of prayer for I certainly forbid you from that.”


(reported by Muslim (532) from the hadeeth of Jundab ibn ‘Abdillaah al Bajalee radi Allaahu ‘anhu)


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So it is obligatory that the mosques be purified from traces of shirk and idolatry and that they not be built upon graves nor should the dead be buried in them after they have been built. Rather they should be places for the worship of Allaah alone; the prayer should be established in them and the name of Allaah should be mentioned in them and the Qur’aan should be recited in them and beneficial lessons should be established in them and people should remain in them for worship. This is the role of the mosques. 


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





As for places where idols are worshipped besides Allaah, then these are not mosque ; these are shrines of shirk even if their people call them masaajid (mosques) because Allaah says:


And the mosques are for Allaah...


Meaning - not for anyone else besides Him.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the greatest of them (the mosques) is al Masjid ul Haraam (the Sacred Mosque in Makkah) just as Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, commanded that it should be purified; He, the Most High, said:





And remember when We showed the site for the House to Ibraaheem and commanded him that you should not associate anything along with Me and purify My House for the people who are performing tawaaf (circumambulation) and for those standing in prayer and performing the bowing and prostration. 
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Purify (My House) from what? Purify it from shirk and from innovations and false superstitions, just as it is also to be purified from impurities and filthy things. 





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool with regards to the statement “so do not invoke (along with Allaah): 





This is du’aa mas-alah and du’aa ‘ibaadah along with Allaah.


Two things are done in the masjid:


i) Asking of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, du’aa to Allaah, the Majestic and Most High – and this is du’aa mas-alah. This is one type.


ii) And the second is ‘ibaadah (worship) of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, with the different types of worship, from prayer – the obligatory and the supererogatory – and from recitation (of the Qur’aan) and from remembrance and from learning and teaching and the like of that.





He, the Majestic and Most High, said:


And the masaajid are for Allaah…


“The masaajid” are established for Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, for worship of Him alone to exclusion of anyone else. So do not make du’aa with the du’aa mas-alah of anyone other than Allaah and do not make du’aa with the du’aa ‘ibaadah of anyone other than Allaah ; and just as the person praying does not pray except to Allaah, then likewise in the masjid and in other than that then none should be asked of or have du’aa made to them except Allaah, the Majestic and Most High.





Du’aa mas-alah  - this is what the common folk or the people call “du’aa” and this is what is intended by it when it is said “such and such made du’aa” - meaning he asked Allaah by it, the Majestic and Most High. So he said, “O Allaah give me... O Allaah, save me… O Allaah, forgive me...” And the like of this; and this is called du’aa mas-alah.





As for du’aa ‘ibaadah then it is worship itself because the person who seeks to worship Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, through prayer or remembrance, then he is asking of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High  - because he only worships or prays or fasts or pays zakaat or performs acts of remembrance or recites, out of fervent hope for reward. It is as if he asked Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, for reward. 


Therefore it is said that du’aa is of two types: du’aa mas-alah and du’aa ‘ibaadah .





He, the Majestic and Most High, said:





And your Lord said, “Make du’aa to Me, I will respond to you. Indeed those who disdain to worship Me (alone) will enter the Hellfire in disgrace.”
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He said in the first part of the aayah:


Make du’aa to Me..


And He said in the end of it:


Indeed those who disdain to worship Me..





So this proves that du’aa is a form of worship or it is worship and for this reason, the salaf (pious predecessors)  explained His statement:


Make du’aa to Me, I will respond to you


(to mean that) the responding here can be explained with two explanations:


I will respond..


- with the meaning, “I will give you what you asked for” or “I will reward you”. “Call upon Me, I will reward you”.


So if it is in this categorisation “I will reward you” with this meaning, then the du’aa here is du’aa with the meaning of worship because it is that which is linked to reward.


And if the responding here is with the meaning of giving (in response to) the request then the du’aa here is the du’aa mas-alah .





And this issue is clearly established in the Books of the People of Knowledge and it is that His statement, He the Most High - 


And the masaajid are for Allaah, so do not invoke anyone along with Allaah…
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 - contains the two types of du’aa : the du’aa mas-alah and du’aa ‘ibaadah.


And it has occurred in the authentic hadeeth from an Nu’maan ibn Basheer that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


The du ‘aa is worship.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathatul Usool:





When an indefinite noun occurs in the context of a negation or in the context of a question asked in the manner of a rebuke, then it conveys the (meaning) of ‘umoom (being general). 


This (aayah therefore) means: So do not invoke along with Allaah anyone, whoever that may be. So do not seek deliverance from anyone other than Allaah whoever they may be, whether they be a prophet or an angel or a righteous man  - all of these are servants of Allaah , all of them hoping for the mercy of Allaah (themselves), so deliverance is not to be sought from them, nor should they be called upon nor should (ritual) sacrifice be done for them, nor should vows be taken for them.


Rather they are loved for the sake of Allaah; we love these righteous servants, from the prophets and those who were after them, for the sake of Allaah. We seek to draw close to Allaah through loving them because loving them is a righteous action by which the servant seeks to draw close to Allaah.


So loving is one thing; and invoking them and seeking deliverance through them and sacrificing them is something different, something completely different.


Loving them for the sake of Allaah is an act of obedience (to Allaah) whilst loving them along with Allaah is an act of shirk. There is a difference between loving for the sake of Allaah (on one hand) and loving along with Allaah (on the other).


So if you love the righteous beings for Allaah,  for the sake of Allaah, not loving him (the righteous being) for other than his being a righteous person, someone who fears and is dutiful to Allaah, someone who practises and clings to his religion – then this (loving) is a righteous deed by which closeness to Allaah is sought.


However if you go beyond the due limit in this, and you love him (the righteous being) along with Allaah, and you treat him in the manner (that you would treat) the Creator – you invoke him, you seek deliverance from him, you loudly proclaim his name - just as you would say, “O Allaah!” you say, “O so-and-so!”  -  then this is loving along with Allaah and this is from major shirk. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The word “anyone” is an indefinite noun in the context of a prohibition so it is therefore general to “everyone”. No one is excepted (from this) – no angel drawn close nor any prophet sent nor any idol nor any object of worship nor any grave nor any shaykh nor any walee (beloved servant of Allaah) nor any living person nor any dead person, whoever they might be.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Then His statement, He the Most High:


And the masaajid are for Allaah…


It is obligatory that they be built purely and sincerely – that the intention of the person building them should not be riyaa (to show off) or to be heard of or (for the person’s name) to be remembered, as they say, or to be just Islaamic antiquities – all of this is futile.  Mosques should be built for worship and with the intention of (the building being act of) worship.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah: 





The intention of their builders (of the mosques) should be purely and sincerely for the Face of Allaah.. for indeed the building of mosques is an act of worship, and worship must be (done) purely and sincerely for Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And also (the mosques) should be built from good and pure earnings and should not be built from forbidden earnings, because they are for Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, and


Allaah does not accept other than what is good and pure.


(Reported by Muslim (1015) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu. 





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathatul Usool:





Meaning: whoever claims that he is a person of tawheed and that he is someone who is obedient to the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  - if this claim is true then it will prevent him from loving the person who is an enemy of Allaah and who splits away from Allaah out of enmity towards Him and whoever opposes the commands of Allaah and opposes the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam , even if (this person) were the most closely related to him (the person of tawheed).


So if he were truthful in the claim to have eemaan in Allaah and in His Messenger ‘alaiyhissalaatu was salaam and he sees his closest relative opposing and splitting away from Allaah and His Messenger ‘alaiyhissalaatu was salaam and waging war against the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and waging war against the religion of Allaah, being a person who stubbornly opposes and disbelieving – then it is obligatory upon him to free him from him (this relative), just as this occurred with a group from the Companions.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





From the rights of tawheed is: to have walaa (love and alliance) for the beloved servants of Allaah and to have baraa (disassociation) from the enemies of Allaah. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And muwaalaat and walaa have the same meaning. And walaa means: having love in the heart, 


and it means aiding and assisting and it means the matter of inheriting and of payment of blood monies.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat Usool : 





So it is obligatory upon whoever obeys the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and singles Allaah out in His ruboobiyyah (Lordship) and His ilaahiyyah (Right to be worshipped) and His Names and His Attributes that his love be for (the sake of) Allaah and his hatred be for (the sake of) Allaah and his friendship and alliance be for (the sake of) Allaah and his enmity be for (the sake of) Allaah. So if he acts in this (way) then he has indeed actualised the clinging onto the handhold of eemaan and has attained the walaayah (alliance and protection) of Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, which cannot be attained with other than this.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So there is no alliance between a Muslim and a kaafir. And love and aiding and inheritance and payment of blood money and guardianship in issues of marriage and guardianship in legal matters, and so on. This does not occur between the Muslim and the kaafir. Rather this is only between the Muslims. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So if your close relative is one who opposes Allaah and His Messenger then it is obligatory upon you to oppose him (your relative) and to cut off from him ; and whoever is a walee (an obedient servant) of Allaah and (an ally) of His Messenger than it is obligatory upon you to love him and have alliance with him even if he be far removed from you in lineage, even if he be a non Arab or a black person or a white person or a red person, it is obligatory upon you to have love and alliance for him and that you love him, whether he is from your land or from the farthest place in the East or from the farthest place in the West. 


He, the Most High, said:


And the believing men nd the believing women are friends and allies to each other. 
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Meaning: between them there is love and mutual help and mutual aid, and there is to be affection between them; this is between the believers. 





