 Box 31

which is to call upon other than Him along with Him 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That shirk is:

a) To call upon other than Allaah along with Him

b) To direct something from worship to other than Allaah

c) One of the most serious matters which Allaah has forbidden

d) The most serious matter which Allaah has forbidden 
 

Answers: a) b) d)

Q2. That committing shirk in haakimiyyah (judgement and legislation) :

a) Is the type of shirk that the Imaam ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab was referring to here

b) Is acceptable in most cases

c) Is something forbidden

d) Is just as bad as slaughtering for other than Allaah 

Answer: c)

Q3. That shirk :

a) Should be warned against, no matter what form it occurs in

b) Should be taken to mean shirk al haakimiyyah in most circumstances 

c) Comes in certain forms which should be tolerated

d) Is for the most part absent from our current times

Answer: a)

Q4. That loving the material things of this world, such as wealth:

a) Is an unnatural repulsive matter 

b) Is always considered to be shirk by most of the scholars of fiqh 

c) Is something that occurs naturally in the hearts of people

d) Takes the person out of the fold of Islaam

Answer: c)

Q5. That saying that loving wealth is equivalent to shirk :

a) May be said by someone because they are ignorant 

b) Is something incorrect

c) Is something correct

d) Is something said only by those who have no wealth of their own

Answers: a) b)

Q6. That the shirk which the Imaam ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab intended here includes which of the following:

a) Slaughtering for other than Allaah

b) Taking ribaa (usury)

c) Seeking deliverance from calamities from other than Allaah

d) Ruling by other than what Allaah revealed

e) Having hope and longing in other than Allaah

f) Not saying bismillaah before eating

g) Drinking alcohol

h) Supplicating to other than Allaah

i) None of the above

Answers: a) c) e) h) 

Q7. That the greatest type of worship is:

a) Representing the interests of the Muslims in parliament 

b) Abstaining from alcohol

c) Going out in the path of Allaah for forty days, leaving home and family to do so

d) ad du’aa (supplication) 

Answer: d)

 Box 32

And the proof is His statement, He the Most High:

Worship Allaah and do not associate anything in worship along with Him. 
 
The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That this aayah from Soorah an Nisaa (4:36):

a) begins with a warning against bid’ah (innovation) and a prohibition of shirk
b) begins with a command to shirk and a prohibition of tawheed
c) begins with a command to tawheed and a prohibition of shirk
d) begins with a command to be good to the parents and then a prohibition of shirk

Answer: c)

Q2. That when we look at the list of commands in this aayah we see that Allaah :

a) builds the commands up gradually and finishes with the most important

b) begins with the most important matter 

c) begins with tawheed but then discusses unimportant matters

d) begins with tawheed and ends with tawheed

Answer: b) 

Box 33

So if it is said to you: What are the three fundamental principles about which it is obligatory to have knowledge? 

Then say:

The servant’s ma’rifah (knowledge
) of his Lord,
 his Religion and his Prophet Muhammad
 sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam
The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. The meaning of the word asl includes which of the following:

a) That thing which is built of many different things

b) That thing which builds other things

c) That thing upon which something other than it is built  

d) That thing which is built upon other than it

Answer: c)

Q2. That with regards to the three usool which the Imaam mentions:

a) The remaining fourth principle will be discussed at a later stage in this book

b) They involve knowledge of Allaah, His Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam and  the religion of Islaam

c) A Muslims must have knowledge of at least one of them

d) All of the religion is built upon these three principles  

Answers: b) d)

Q3. That the reason why the Imaam specifically chose these three principles was:

a) This was to be the first in a series of books covering the 3 then 4 then 5 principles 

b) They are the matters that every teacher in the Muslim world begins with when teaching 

c) They are the matters that the person is asked about when placed in his grave 

d) They are the foundations of the religion of Islaam

Answers: c) d) 

Q4. That when a person is placed in his grave, which of the following occurs:

a) Two angels come to him

b) He is asked about his Lord, his Religion and his Prophet

c) Allaah asks him three questions

d) The person’s shaykh answers the questioning of the grave for the person

e) His soul returns to his body

f) He is made to sit up by the two angels

g) He is asked which books of ahaadeeth he memorised

Answers: a) b) e) f)

Q5. That for the believer in his grave, which of the following occurs:

a) He will say that his Lord is Allaah 

b) He will enter Paradise remaining there forever

c) He will have a door to Paradise opened to him

d) His grave will be made as wide as a small room for him

e) He will say that he read the Book of Allaah 

f) He will long for the Day of Judgement to occur

Answers: a) c) e) f)

Q6. That for the hypocrite and the people who had doubts about Islaam, which of the following occurs in their grave:

a) He will speak confidently and fluently

b) He will say that his Lord was Allaah

c) The first question that he will have problems answering will be the question about how much he prayed

d) He will not be questioned by the two angels

e) He will say that he heard people in his worldly life saying something so he said that too 
 

f) He will scream when he is hit by an iron rod 

g) His grave opens up as far as the eye can see

h) He will long for the Day of Judgement to occur

Answer: e) f) 

Q7. That with regards to the three questions that we are asked in our grave:

a) It is a must that we learn about them and believe in and act upon what they necessitate 

b) It is a must that we at least memorise the answers, even if we don’t learn more about them

c) We must learn about them even if we do not act upon what they necessitate

d) These three questions will not make a distinction between the hypocrite and the believer

Answers: a)
� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





“And the most serious matter which He forbade is shirk which is da’wah (to call upon) other than Him along with Him…”


So is shirk da’wah (calling upon) other than Him along with Him or is it more general than da’wah?


Shirk is more general than da’wah; and supplication is a specific type from the types of worship.


Therefore, had he said:


(which is) worship of other than Him along with Him...


that would have been more befitting and more comprehensive, since it would include supplication as well as (worship) other than supplication, such as (ritual) slaughtering and taking oaths and other than that, with the evidence being the aayah which he used as a proof; and it is His statement, He the Most High:


Worship Allaah and do not associate anything along with Him


(Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 36)


Meaning (do not associate anything) in His worship, in supplication and seeking deliverance and ritual slaughtering and making vows and having reliance and dread and fervent desire and the other types of worship.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So whoever directs something from worship to other than Allaah, then this is the greatest matter which Allaah has forbidden – this is shirk.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool (p22):





And the most serious matter which He forbade form the forbidden matters is shirk – why is this? Because the purpose behind the creation of mankind  is the worship of Allaah alone, so the command to tawheed becomes the command to this created being that he know and that he fulfil the purpose of Allah, the Majestic and Most High behind the creation of this created being. And the meaning of the prohibition of shirk is that this created being is prohibited from taking either a path (that he adopts) or an action which opposes the purpose with this action.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Judging by other than that which Allaah sent down is one of the types of shirk called “shirk ut taa’ah” (shirk of obedience). 


There is no doubt that obeying a created being in declaring lawful that which Allaah has made forbidden or in declaring forbidden that which Allaah has made lawful is a type of shirk; however there is that which is more serious than that and it is worshipping other than Allaah by slaughtering and making vows and performing tawaaf (circumambulation) and calling for deliverance.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Shirk is not to be explained as being shirk in haakimiyyah (judgement and legislation) only or shirk in political affairs and (such people) say , “Shirk relating to the graves is just simple shirk” meaning something easy. This (statement of theirs) is insolence towards Allaah, the Perfect and Most High. Shirk is the worst thing which Allaah has forbidden, and it is to call upon something else besides Him along with Him.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Wealth is something which Allaah has made beloved (to people) with their natural love.





And you love wealth with immense love. 


Soorah al Fajr (89) aayah 20





And indeed he (man) is certainly fervent in love of khayr 


Meaning: (of) wealth. 


Soorah al ‘Aadiyaat (100) aayah 8





Say: If your fathers and your children…


Up to His statement:


are more beloved to you. 


Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 24





He said: Are more beloved to you and He did not criticise them for loving them (their fathers, their children, etc). Rather He criticised them for giving precedence to love of them over the love of Allaah .Love of wealth is not shirk because it is a natural love. The people have need of wealth and they love it; love of wealth is not shirk because it is (a case) of love of things which are beneficial through which the people derive benefit.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





However those people who say these sayings  (that shirk is love of wealth)  - either they are ignorant people who do not know tawheed and shirk – or otherwise they are people who deliberately turn away, wishing to turn the people away from these realities towards things which they want and purposes which they desire .





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Ad du’aa (supplication) is the greatest type of worship, just as He, the One free of all imperfections, said:





The True Call is that which is for Allaah; and those whom they call upon besides Him cannot respond to them with anything. 


Soorah ar Ra'd (13) aayah 14


And He said:





So call upon Allaah, making the religion purely and sincerely for Him even though the disbelievers detest it. 


Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 14


So supplicating to other than Allaah is the shirk which Allaah and His Messenger made forbidden. 





� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 36





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He began with the command for tawheed and the prohibition from shirk. So this proves that the greatest thing that Allaah has commanded is tawheed and the worst thing that He has forbidden is shirk, because Allaah began with that. And He, the Perfect, does not begin except with the most important thing and then what is next in importance. This is the way in which the aayah is a proof.


� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





Then the Shaykh wished to explain in detail everything which preceded, so he said:


So if it is said to you, what are the three usool (fundamental principles)?


Al Usool (fundamental principles) is the plural of al asl (which is) that upon which other than it is built.


So all the obligations of the religion, from the prayer and the zakaat and the fasting and the pilgrimage and other than that, are built upon these three usool . All of them are built (upon) and return back to these three usool. 





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (p25)





It is also said that the expression “’ilm” (knowledge) is a more befitting expression in the places where it is used as evidence than the expression “ma’rifah” (knowledge and awareness). That is because when ma’rifah occurs in the Qu’raan, it is mostly (in a) blameworthy (context) because inkaar (rejection) follows ma’rifah. 


As for ‘ilm (knowledge) then this is brought in the Qur’aan (in a) praiseworthy (context).


He, the Majestic and Most High, said:


Those to whom We gave the Book have ma’rifah of (recognise) him just as they have ma’rifah of their own sons. Those who have destroyed themselves will not truly believe.


Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 20





So He described them here with ma’rifah then explained that this ma’rifah of theirs would not benefit them and He, the Majestic and Most High, said:


They have ma’rifah (recognise) the Favour of Allaah, then they deny it.


Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 83





However ‘ilm is praised in the Qur’aan; as for ma’rifah then sometimes, rather in most of the places (it occurs), it contains a criticism of it.


However this is not unrestrictedly (the case) because there occurs in the Saheeh of Muslim ibn al Hajjaaj rahimahullaah ta’aala in some of the routes of the hadeeth of ibn ‘Abbaas which contains (mention) of the sending of Mu’aadh to Yemen that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam said to him:


So let the first things that you call them to be that they ya’rifoo (have ma’rifah of) Allaah, so if they ya’rifoo Allaah then inform them that Allaah has made obligatory upon them the five (daily) prayers…up to its end.


So ma’rifah here is taken to mean ‘ilm of tawheed just as in other narrations; however the expression ma’rifah as the Shaykh rahimahullaah ta’aala used it here is correct. And that is because using it (in this way) sometimes occurs, even if the usage of the word ma’rifah is mostly (in a) blameworthy context.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (p24)





“The servant’s knowledge of his rabb (Lord)..”


Meaning the servant’s knowledge of his ma’bood (object of worship) because what is intended by ruboobiyyah (Lordship) in this situation is ‘uboodiyyah (right to be worshipped) -  why is this?


Because the trials (faced) by the prophets and messengers did not occur with regards to ideas of ruboobiyyah ; have you not seen that Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, said:


Say (O Muhammad): Who provides for you from the sky and the Earth? Or who possesses the hearing and the sight? And who brings out the living from the dead and who brings out the dead from the living? And who controls the affair?


These are the matters necessary for ruboobiyyah


They will say, “Allaah”.


Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 31





And the people of shirk in every time did not use to dispute with regards to the tawheed of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High in His ruboobiyyah.


For this reason the scholars have explained the question of the grave, “Who is your rabb (Lord)?” to mean, “Who is your ma’bood (object of worship)?”


Why? Because the trials (faced by the prophets and messengers) did not occur with regards to ruboobiyyah .


And the Shaykh, the Imaam rahimahullaah ta’aala was asked about the distinction between ruboobiyyah and uloohiyyah (the right to be worshipped) in some texts – in one of the questions which were posed to him – and from his reply was that he said:


This is a tremendous issue. And that is because ruboobiyyah when it is used unrestrictedly or when it is used in isolation then it contains uloohiyyah because ruboobiyyah necessitates uloohiyyah and tawheed ur ruboobiyyah (Allaah’s Oneness in His Lordship) necessitates tawheed ul uloohiyyah (Allaah’s right to be worshipped alone). 


And uloohiyyah contains ruboobiyyah because the person who (affirms) tawheed for Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, in His uloohiyyah – he implicitly affirms for Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, that He is One is His ruboobiyyah and whoever knows for certain that Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, is One in His ruboobiyyah, then this necessitates that he be one who affirms that Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, is One in His right to (all) worship. 


And for this reason, you find in the Qur’aan the majority of aayaat contain an imposition towards the mushrikoon using that which they affirmed – and it was tawheed ur ruboobiyyah  - upon (affirming) that which they rejected, and it was tawheed ul uloohiyyah.


As an example, the statement of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, is Soorah az Zumar:


And if you were to ask them, “Who created the Heavens and the Earth?” they would surely say, “Allaah!”


Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 38


This is tawheed ur ruboobiyyah. He says after that:


Say, “So have you seen that that which you call upon besides Allaah – if Allaah intended some harm for me – could they remove His harm? Or if He intended Mercy, could they withhold His Mercy?


Say, “Sufficient for me is Allaah. Upon Him do those who place their reliance rely.


Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 38


He said, “Afaraytum (so have you seen)..”


The faa (“so”) here makes that which comes after it follow on as a consequence of that which came before it; and what came  before it was tawheed ur ruboobiyyah and what came after it was tawheed ur uloohiyyah. 





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool : (page 95)





And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam said, giving glad tidings to his nation:


Whoever is pleased with Allaah as (his) Lord and with Islaam as (his) religion and with Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam as (his) Messenger, then Paradise becomes obligatory for him.


Reported by Muslim (3/1501) (1884).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





His saying: al usool (fundamental principles), this is the plural of asl which is that which something else is built upon .


And the word far’ (branch or detail) is that which is built upon something else.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Why are these three fundamental principles specifically mentioned?


Because they are the foundations of the religion of Islaam and because they are the matters about which the servant will be asked when he is placed in his grave.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So the believer will say: My Lord is Allaah and my religion is Islaam and Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam is my prophet. 


So it will be said to him:


How did you know that?


So he will say:


I read the Book of Allaah so I understood it and I knew.


So then a caller will call out:


My servant has spoken the Truth.


So they will lay out for him a bed from Paradise and there will open for him a door to Paradise and his grave will be extended for him as far as the eye can see and the fragrance of Paradise and its gentle breeze will come upon him. So he will look to his living place in Paradise and he will say:


O my Lord, establish the Hour so that I can return to my family and my wealth.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





As for the doubter who lived upon misgivings and doubt and lack of certainty even if he claimed to be upon Islaam, if he had doubts and misgivings about the Religion of Allaah like the munaafiq (hypocrite) he will stutter. So when they say to him:


Who is your Lord?


He will say:


I don’t know.


And when they say:


What is your Religion?


He will say:


I don’t know.


And when it is said: 


Who is your Prophet?


He will say:


I don’t know. Haah, haah, I heard the people saying something so I said it.


(Reported by al Bukhaaree in abridged from the hadeeth of Anas (1338) and Muslim)





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (p24)





And it occurs in the hadeeth which occurs in the Saheeh that from those who are questioned in their graves will be the one who will say: Haah, haah, I do not know. I heard the people saying something so I said it.


The scholars use the statement of this person who is being tried and tested in his grave “I heard the people saying something so I said it” as a proof that taqleed (blind following) is not correct in the response to these three questions – the response to “Who is your Lord?” meaning “Who is your object of worship?” , the response to “What is your religion?”, the response to “Who is your Prophet?”.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So it will be said to him: “You did not know and you did not read!” So he will be struck with an iron sledgehammer which will cause him to scream in such a manner that if men and jinn were to hear it, they would drop down dead. It will be heard by everything except for mankind; if he were to hear it he would drop down dead – meaning, he would die from terror.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So since these matters are this important it is obligatory upon us to learn them and to hold them as our creed and belief. And it is not sufficient just to learn them alone; rather we learn them and we hold them as our creed, and we have eemaan in them and we act upon them for as long as we live, hoping that Allaah makes us firm at the question in the grave.





Allaah, the Most High, says:





Allaah makes firm those who truly believe with the firm saying in the life of this world and in the Hereafter. And Allaah misguides the disbelieving wrongdoers. And Allaah does whatever He wishes.


Soorah Ibraaheem (14) aayah 27
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