Box 47

And the evidence for al khawf (reverential fear) is His statement, He, the Most High:

It is only Shaytaan who tries to frighten you of his allies. So do not have khawf of them, but have khawf of Me if you are truly believers.

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That which of the following are acts of worship relating specifically to the heart:

a) sujood

b) khawf 

c) khashyah

d) clapping

e) raghbah

f) rukoo’

g) rahbah

h) tawakkul

i) rajaa
Answers: b) c) e) g) h) i)

Q2. That khawf :

a) is to have hope and longing for something 

b) is of more than one type 

c) is of two types: khawf of the heart and khawf of the limbs

d) may be shirk in certain circumstances

Answers: b) d)

Q3. That the first type of khawf :

a) if directed to other than Allaah is shirk 

b) relates to those matters which none has any influence over except for Allaah

c) can be repelled using certain acts of worship directed towards the jinn

d) has exactly the same meaning as rizq 
Answers: a) b)

Q4. That those people who fall into shirk in this first category of khawf include:

a) those who fear Allaah in the day and the night

b) those who fear that the jinn will affect their wife’s pregnancy

c) those who fear that the dead people will harm them

d) those who fear that the Shayaateen will make them ill 

Answers: b) c) d)

Q5. That Islaamically legislated ways to repel this type of khawf include:

a) going to the graves to ask the dead people not to harm you

b) sacrificing for the jinn to ask them not to harm your children

c) making certain supplications to the Shayaateen to ask them to leave your wealth alone

d) none of the above

Answer: d)

Q6. What aayaat does the Shaykh quote to show how the Prophet Hood ‘alaihissalaam had no khawf of the false gods of the mushriks ?

When the Prophet Hood ‘alaihissalaam called his people to the Truth, they responded:

All that we say is that some of our gods have struck you with evil.

So they threatened him with their gods and tried to make him fear their gods. So Prophet Hood ‘alaihissalaam replied:

I call Allaah to witness and you should bear witness that I am free of whatever you associate along with Him in worship. So all of you plot against me and do not give me any respite! I have placed my reliance upon Allaah, my Lord and your Lord.
 

Q7. The person who fears other than Allaah in only matters which Allaah has control over:

a) has committed shirk asghar (lesser shirk) 

b) has committed shirk akbar (major shirk)

c) has perfected the tawheed of Allaah with respect to His qudrah (Ability)

d) has perfected the tawheed ul uloohiyyah (worship) of Allaah

Answer: b)

Q8. Which of the following would constitute shirk in the khawf ul ‘ibaadah ?

a) Sacrificing for the Shayaateen in order to be safe from their evil effects upon a person

b)  Leaving financial gifts at the tombs in order to obtain some benefit from them

c) Giving money to a person who is in financial difficulty

d) Sacrificing an animal for Allaah in order to obtain benefit from the meat

Answers: a) b)

Q9. That the second type of khawf :

a) if relating to other than Allaah is counted as shirk akbar 

b) includes fear of snakes and scorpions

c) only occurs in those people whose eemaan is weak 
d) involves fearing those things which are known to cause harm to mankind

Answers: b) d)

Q10. That Islaamically legislated ways to repel this second type of khawf include:

a) calling upon the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam 
b) using physical objects (e.g. a stick) to kill the thing which you fear

c) abandoning all practical methods of defending yourself and instead relying on Allaah

d) reciting the last three aayaat of Soorah al Faatihah plentifully

Answer: b)

Q11. That when Moosaa ‘alaihissalaam had this second type of fear:

a) it was the one time mentioned in the Qur’aan that this prophet fell into shirk
b) it was fear of snakes that he had

c) he remained a person of tawheed despite this

d) it was something natural and not blameworthy 

Answers: c) d)

Q12. That in the aayah quoted by the Shaykh from Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3:175): 

a) this was with regards to the Battle of Badr 

b) that Allaah commanded the believers to have khawf of Him 

c) that it was Shaytaan who tried to make the believers fear his allies

d) none of the above

Answers: b) c)

Box 48

And the evidence for ar rajaa (hope and longing) is His statement, He, the Most High:

So whoever has rajaa for the meeting with his Lord then let him perform the righteous deed and not make any share of it for anyone other than Him.
 
 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That when Allaah says here, “Whoever has rajaa ”
 this refers to:

a) a person who desires the reward from Allaah

b) the kaafir hoping to come out of the Fire after he has entered it 

c) the believer seeing Allaah on the Day of Resurrection

d) the munaafiq (hypocrite) who wishes to exit from the Fire after entering it

Answers: a) c)

Q2. That whoever enters Paradise and is saved from the Fire:

a) may see the Face of Allaah

b) will never see the Face of Allaah

c) will definitely see the Face of Allaah

d) will probably see the Face of Allaah depending on what good deeds he did during his lifetime

Answer: c)

Q3. That rajaa :

a) must be accompanied by good deeds 

b) is one of the pillars of eemaan

c) alone is enough to perfect a person’s tawheed

d) may not always be praiseworthy 

Answers: a) d)

Q4. That from the conditions for a deed to be saalih are that the deed must be done:

a) plentifully

b) in accordance with the Sunnah of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam
c) purely and sincerely for Allaah alone 
 

d) according to the ‘urf (customs of the people)

e) after stating the niyyah (intention) out aloud

f) at the time of the day when the person’s good deeds are recorded by the angels

g) none of the above

Answers: b) c) 

� Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 175





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Khawf (fear) is a type from the types of worship and it is an act of worship of the heart, as is the case with khawf (fear), khashyah (awe), raghbah (fervent desire), rahbah (dread), rajaa’ (hope and longing) and tawakkul (trust and reliance). All of these are acts of worship of the heart.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Khawf is apprehension of something unpleasant.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





It (khawf) is of two types: fear which is worship and fear which is natural.


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Fear which is worship – directing this to other than Allaah is shirk. And that is that a person fears someone other than Allaah with regard to something which no one besides Allaah is able to do.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(Directing this fear to other than Allaah is shirk) such as his fearing someone being able to cause him to become ill or being able to take his soul or to cause his child to die, as is done by many of the ignorant people. 





They fear with regards to their wives’ pregnancy and for their children, from the jinn; they fear the sorcerers or they (fear) the dead people… This is something which no one but Allaah is able to do; illnesses and death and bringing provision and cutting off lifespan. These matters – no one is able to do them except Allaah, the Mighty and the Majestic.





So if he (the person) fears anyone with regards to a matter which no one can do except Allaah then this is shirk akbar because it is directing a type of worship to other than Allaah, the Mighty and the Majestic.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(So these ignorant people) do actions of shirk to free themselves from this fear… so therefore they go and perform actions of taqarrub (nearness) to these things to repel their harm or out of fear of them. This is major shirk.


� Soorah Hood (11) aayah 55





� Soorah Hood (11) aayaat 54 to 56





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This then is tawheed; he challenged them and all their idols. 


So all of you plot against me and do not give me any respite!


Don’t give me some time; rather plot against me from this moment!


And they were not able to do anything against him. Rather Allaah aided him against them.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:


So fearing them (things such as snakes and scorpions) is not called shirk; this is natural fear of a well known, apparent matter because you are fearing a means which is clear and apparent and something which it is desirable that you protect yourself from and to take precaution against.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The second type; natural fear which is that you fear something which is visible and apparent which is able to do that which you fear from it, such as your fearing a snake or a scorpion or an enemy. These are matters which are visible and apparent and well known. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Therefore, Allaah said with regards to Moosaa ‘alaihissalaam:


So he departed from it, in a state of khawf (fear)...


Meaning: (he departed) from the city 


Fearful, looking about.


(Soorah al Qasas (28) aayah 21)


Having fear of his enemies because he had killed one of them.


So he ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam fled to Madyan and he was on the lookout and he was fearing that they would catch him. So this is natural fear.





However a person needs to learn to seek shelter and protection with Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, and to take hold of the means through which he can repel harm and he relies upon Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, and has reliance upon Allaah.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This aayah occurs on the Soorah aale ‘Imraan with regards to the story of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam along with the people of shirk on the Day of Uhud when the people of shirk threatened them and said, “We will return to them and wipe them out!”





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, says: 


It is only Shaytaan who tries to frighten you of his allies. So do not have khawf of them, but have khawf of Me if you are truly believers.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 175








� Soorah al Kahf (18) aayah 110





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So this aayah contains (a mention of) rajaa (hope) and that it is an act of worship for Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, and it shows that rajaa will not be correct unless accompanied by righteous action.





� Shaykh ‘Abdul ‘Azeez ibn Baaz rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool commenting on this aayah: 





So it is upon the servant that he has good thoughts about His Lord and he implement the legislated means. And having good thoughts as well as taking hold of the means will certainly return back to the servant with goodness and mercy and entry into Paradise and forgiveness of his sins.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





His statement, He the Most High:


So whoever has rajaa (hope)…


Meaning (whoever) has hope for the Reward of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, and in seeing Him openly on the Day of Resurrection, whoever has hope in seeing Allaah with his eyes on the Day of Resurrection, then let him perform righteous deeds.  





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And (what is desired) is entry into Paradise and being saved from the Fire and looking at the Face of Allaah because this necessarily follows on  - because whoever enters Paradise will see Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This (aayah from Soorah al Kahf) shows that hope alone is not sufficient; rather there must be action As for just having hope in Allaah but you do not act, then this is to abandon the use of the means.





So praiseworthy rajaa is that which occurs along with righteous action.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah  mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





Rajaa is also an act of worship relating to the heart and its reality is:


Tama’ bil husool ‘alaa shay’ marjoo


(Desiring to attain something hoped for)





A desire to attain something, (the person) hopes to attain this thing. So if he hopes for something from someone who possesses that thing then this is a ‘natural hope’. “I hope that you can attend because it is within your ability to attend”, “I hope that you can do (such and such) because you are able to do (such and such)”. 


This rajaa is not the rajaa of worship.





The second type (of rajaa) is the rajaa of ‘ibaadah (worship) and it is that (the person) desires something which none but Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, possesses.


(For example) he desires to be cured from an illness, he hopes that he will be cured, he hopes that he will enter Paradise and be saved from the Fire, he hopes that he will not be afflicted with a calamity, and the like of that.


These are types of rajaa  that cannot be hoped for or sought from or be expected from other than Allaah, the Majestic and Most High; and this is the meaning of the rajaa of worship.





So rajaa comprises that which is rajaa ‘ibaadah and rajaa which is not from ‘ibaadah .





And the intent here (in this aayah from Soorah al Kahf) is the rajaa of ‘ibaadah .





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the righteous action is that which fulfils two conditions:


The first: that it is done purely and sincerely for Him, the Mighty and Majestic


The second: that it is done following the (way of the)  Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam…





So if the two conditions are met, then it will be saalih (righteous); and if any condition is missing, then it will be a corrupt action. It will not benefit the person who does it.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





The ‘amal saalih is:


The action (done) in accordance with the Sunnah. If the action is saalih and it is khaalis then it will benefit you.


The ‘amal saalih is the action restricted (by the confines) of the Sunnah.


(The action) which is khaalis is that by which you seek the Face of Allaah.





