Box 40

And His saying, He, the Most High:

Indeed your Lord is Allaah who created the heavens and the Earth in six days then ascended upon the Throne. He causes the night to cover the day, which follows with haste. And the Sun, the Moon and the stars are subservient and subject to His Command.

Certainly creation and commandment are His alone.

Exalted is Allaah, the Lord of all the creation.

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That the phrase inna rabbakum (indeed your Lord):

a) refers here to Allaah alone

b) according to some explanations of the Qur’aan can refer to a human being in this aayah

c) refers to your Creator 

d) does not refer to the One who nurtured you

Answers: a) c)

Q2. That the creation of the heavens and the Earth mentioned in this aayah:

a) was done by Allaah with the aid of the first human being, Aadam ‘alaihissalam 

b) is a proof for the ruboobiyyah of Allaah
c) was done by other than Allaah according to nearly all of the mushrikoon 

d) was done by other than Allaah according to the mushrikoon of earlier times

Answer: b)

Q3. That the creation of the heavens and the Earth occurred in six days: 

a) but Allaah could have, if He wished, created them in an instant 

b) and the reason for this is only known to certain scholars of the religion

c) and the first of the days was Tuesday 

d) and most of this task was completed in the first thirty six hours 

Answer: a)

Q4. That the day of Friday:

a) is the most tremendous day of the week 

b) is the ‘eed of the week

c) was the day that Aadam ‘alaihissalam was created on 

d) is the day that all those destined to become scholars are born on

e) is the day on which revelation used to descend to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam

f) is the day on which the Hour will be established

g) is the final one of the six days during which the heavens and Earth were created

Answers: a) b) c) f) g)

Q5. That Allaah’s istiwaa (on the Throne):

a) has been explained as His ‘conquering’ the Throne by most scholars of the sunnah

b) occurred after the creation of the heavens and the Earth 

c) is an attribute of Allaah relating to His dhaat (His self) 

d) in the language means “to lie down upon” 

Answer: b) 

Q6. That the ‘arsh (Throne of Allaah):

a) should not be taken literally to mean a throne but rather to mean Allaah’s Greatness 
b) is carried and supported by the five greatest prophets 

c) has been described in detail in the Qur’aan but not the Sunnah

d) is the greatest of the things which Allaah has created 

Answer: d)

Q7. That with regards to Allaah’s istiwaa upon the Throne:

a) The Throne is in need of Allaah

b) Allaah is in need of the Throne

c) neither Allaah nor the Throne is in need of the other

d) His istiwaa is similar to our istiwaa when we climb upon a throne 

e) His Throne, similar to His Speech, is not created

f) the exact reason why He made istiwaa is not known to us

g) His istiwaa upon the Throne is exactly the same as His ‘uloow 

Answers: a) f)

Q8. That with regards to the night and the day:

a) when the day comes, the creation is illuminated

b) the night immediately follows the day and vice versa

c) there are times when there is a gap of several hours between the day and the night 

d) are the greatest of the things which Allaah has created

Answers: a) b)

Q9. That the Sun and the Moon:

a) will never cease to exist

b) serve no purpose for mankind

c) are from the tremendous things which Allaah has created

d) are the greatest of the things which Allaah has created

Answer: c)

Q10. That the phrase musakh – kharaatin bi amrihi in this aayah implies that the Sun, Moon and stars:

a) will never come to an end

b) are subservient to Mankind’s command 

c) should not be worshipped

d) are completely under the command of Allaah

Answers: c) d)

Q11. That with regards to the phrase alaa lahu al khalqu wal amr : 

a) the word alaa is used to refute whatever comes after it

b) the word khalq refers to Allaah’s ability to bring things into existence 

c) the word lahu (are his) refers to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam 

d) none of the above

Answer: b)

Q12. That with regards to Allaah’s amr kawniyy : 

a) all of the creation obey it, willingly or unwillingly

b) it comprises the Revelation which was sent down

c) those who disobey it will enter the Hellfire

d) it only refers to inanimate objects such as the heavens and the Earth

Answer: a)

Q13. That with regards to Allaah’s amr shar’ee : 

a) all of the creation obey it, willingly or unwillingly 

b) it comprises the Revelation which was sent down

c) it includes the commands and prohibitions from the Islaamic sharee’ah

d) it makes no difference to a person’s Hereafter as to whether he complies with it or not

Answer: b) c)

Q14. That since the amr and the khalq are for Allaah,  then this shows:

a) that there is a whole world of the hidden and unseen which belongs to other than Allaah 

b) that the amr and the khalq are the same thing

c) that the Qur’aan is not created 

d) that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam was not created

Answer: c)

Q15. That this aayah was used specifically as an evidence by:

a) the modern day Salafee scholars when refuting suicide bombers 

b) Sufyaan ath Thawree when refuting the Soofees

c) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab when refuting those who do not accept the Sunnah

d) Imaam Ahmad when refuting those who say that the Qur’aan is created 

Answer: d) 

Q16. That the expression tabaarak : 

a) is only to be used for Allaah, the Perfect and Most High 

b) is only to be used for Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

c) is only to be used for our Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, the best of all humans

d) can never be used for a created being 

Answers: a) b) d)

Q17. That this aayah quoted by Imaam ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab rahimahullaah:

a) is a proof for the ruboobiyyah of Allaah

b) is a proof for the uloohiyyah of Allaah

c) is a proof for ruboobiyyah of some of the creation

d) can be found in three other places in the Qur’aan

Answers: a) b)

� Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 54





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Indeed your Lord..


Meaning: the One who created you and nurtured you with favours. 


..is Allaah.


not anyone else besides Him, He, the Perfect and Most High.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah about Allaah’s being alone in creating the heavens and the Earth:





Does anyone from the people of shirk or the atheists oppose this and say, “Allaah did not create the heavens and the Earth! Rather the one who created was so and so” or, “I created them!” or, “Such and such idol created them!”


Has anyone from the creation said this in previous times or lately, even thought this aayah is recited night and day?


And no one can oppose it and nor will anyone ever be able to oppose it.


� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool  (page 107) with regards to this aayah:





So in this aayah, there is a great number of benefits and from them:





1) That ar Rabb (the Lord) Who is the One Who deserves to be worshipped is the One Who created the heavens and created the Earth in six days. And Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, explained these six days in Soorah al Fussilat when He, the Perfect, said:





Say (O Muhammad): Do you verily disbelieve in the One Who created the Earth in two days? And you set up rivals with Him (in worship)? That is the Lord of all the creation.


He placed in it firm mountains from above it and He placed blessing in it and measured its provision in it (for its people) in four days equal for those who ask about (this).


Then He istawaa (ascended over) the sky and it was smoke. So He said to it and to the Earth, “Come both of you willingly or unwillingly.” They both said, “We come willingly”. 


The He completed (the creation) of the seven heavens in two days and He placed in each of the seven heavens whatever from the creation He wished. And We adorned the lowest heaven with lamps (stars) as a protection. Such is the decree of the All Mighty One, the One who is All Knowing.


Soorah al Fussilat (41) aayaat 9 to 12





So Allaah made clear the detail of these six days and that four of these days were for the creation of the earth; He created it in two days without spreading it, then He created the heavens after these two days and He decreed for each heaven its affair, then He spread the Earth after that in two days. So the total of the days – that which Allaah has mentioned here – was in six days, and then He made istiwaa upon the Throne.


So He created the Earth with spreading (it) before the creation of the heavens and the creation of the heavens with a complete creation followed that; and the spreading of the Earth in two days followed that.


And what is intended by the spreading of the Earth is just as Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, said:


And He spread the Earth after that. And He brought forth from it its water and its pasture. And He made firm the mountains. To be a provision for you and your cattle.


Soorah an Naazi’aat (79) aayaat 30 to 33





2) The second benefit – the Wisdom behind the creation of the heavens and the Earth in six days, despite Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, describing Himself with (the description) that whenever he wishes something, He says to it, “Be!” and it is.


The scholars of tafseer said: 


So that His servants should come to know of (doing things) in a deliberate and gradual manner.


So Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, was not incapable, such that He needed a long period such as this (to create) . Rather He has perfection in an absolute manner and complete ability:


Indeed His Command is that when He wishes something, He says to it, “Be!” and it is.


Soorah YaaSeen (36) aayah 82





3) The third benefit – having eemaan in the istiwaa (Allaah’s Ascending) upon the Throne and affirming this Attribute in the manner (affirmed by) the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah .Allaah created the Throne and it is one of the things which He created; rather it is the ceiling (over) the things which He has created.


The istiwaa over it is an istiwaa which befits His Tremendous Greatness and His Majesty; there is no tashbeeh nor any tamtheel (resemblance to the creation) nor any ta’teel (negation) nor any tahreef (distortion) nor any ta’weel (interpreting away) (of this Attribute of istiwaa).


Rather it is (taken) upon the limit set by the statement of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic:


There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing.


Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 11





And it (the istiwaa) is from the attributes which the Mu’attilah, the Jahmiyyah negate and which the Mu’tazilah deny and which are interpreted away by the Ashaa’irah and the Kulaabiyyah and the Maatureediyyah and those who befriend them from the people of the unjust ta’weel.





4) The fourth benefit – that these tremendous created things are subservient to the command of Allaah:


Running by his command...


Allaah has set limits for them and He has set due measures for them and He has set up for them celestial bodies which proceed in them, in accordance with the command of Allaah who predestined it and preordained it.


And thus Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, said:


It is not for the Sun to overtake the Moon nor does the night outstrip the day. They all float in an orbit.


(Soorah YaaSeen (36) aayah 40)


And in this way the celestial bodies and the stars which move and the celestial bodies which are fixed, their rising and their setting and their locations, proceed by the command of Allaah and through the control of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic over them until their command comes to an end through the passing away of this life.





5) The fifth benefit is that the command is for Allaah, the Exalted and Most High, and the creation is for Him. His is the command, He commands with what He wishes. And the greatest of that with which He commanded is obedience to Him and the noblest of the acts of obedience and their basis is the tawheed of Him. And His is the absolute unrestricted command; He commands with whatever He wishes and He forbids from whatever He wishes. All of that is a mercy for the servants and a purification for them and a cleansing for their souls and their hearts, and a test and a trial, just as Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, said:


So that He may test you as to which of you is best in deed.


Meaning: the one who is most sincere in it and most correct (in doing it according to the Sharee’ah) .


The One who created death and life so that He may test you as to which of you is best in deed.


(Soorah al Mulk (67) aayah 2)


And We will test you with evil and good as a trial. And to Us shall you be returned.


(Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 35)








� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And He could have created them (the heavens and the Earth) in a single moment. However He created them in six days for a wise purpose which is known to Him, He, the Perfect and Most High. 


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the six days – the first of them was Sunday and the last of them was Friday.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So on the day of Friday, the creation was completed and therefore this day became the greatest of the days of the week.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam said:


The best day on which the Sun has risen is the Day of Jumu’ah


Reported by Muslim (854) and Aboo Daawud and at Tirmidhee and an Nasaaee from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(Friday is the best day) because the creating of the creation was completed on it and on it Aadam was created and he was entered into Paradise and he was sent down from it and on it the Last Hour will be established  - all of that will be on the Day of Jumu’ah.


So it is the most excellent of the days and it was the last of the days of the creation of the heavens and the Earth and whatever they contain.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah on the word thumma (“then”) occurring in the aayah “then He ascended upon the Throne”:





(The word thumma) is a particle of joining and it indicates sequence  - meaning His ascending upon the Throne came after the creation of the heavens and the Earth. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(Allaah’s istiwaa) is from the attributes which are af’aal (actions) which He does whenever He wishes. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the meaning of istawaa (He ascended) is “He ascended” and “He was high”.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah about the meaning of the word ‘arsh :





It is as sareer (the couch (of kingship)) and it is a throne which has supports and is carried by the angels and it is the most tremendous of the created things and the highest one of the created things. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah about Allaah’s istiwaa :





It is not like the ascending of a created being upon a created thing. And He has no need of the Throne since He is the One who holds and maintains the Throne and other than it:


Allaah holds the heavens and the Earth lest they should move away from their places. And if they were to move away from their places then no one else besides Him could hold them.


Soorah Faatir (35) aayah 41





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And al istiwaa (ascending) is a type of al ‘uloow (being high). 


However al ‘uloow is an attribute of His Dhaat (Self). And as for al istiwaa then it is an attribute which is an action which He does whenever He wishes.


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(Allaah, the Most High, says in this aayah):


(He causes the night to cover the day) which follows with haste..


This one comes after this one immediately and is not delayed. So when the night departs, the day comes and when the day departs, the night comes straight away. This one is not delayed after this one.


And this is from the completeness of His qudrah (ability), He the Perfect and Most High; this one does not lag behind this one.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah with regards to Allaah’s statement: “Musakh – kharaatin bi amrihi (subservient to His command)”





Subservient in their moving around and their orbiting continually and not slackening.


And this is a refutation of those who worship the Sun and the Moon and the stars because they are subservient to the command of Allaah, under command. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah with regards to His statement alaa lahu al khalqu wal amr (Certainly creation and commandment are His alone):





The word “alaa” is a term to draw attention and to affirm something.


“Lahu” (for Him) He, the Perfect and Most High, not for anyone else besides Him.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Al khalq means to bring something into existence. So He is the One who is fully able to create whenever He wants to, He the Perfect and Most High. He creates whatever He wishes.


And al amr is His Command, He the Perfect and Most High, and it is His Speech, He the Perfect and Most High, (both) al kawniyy (His creational command) and ash shar’ee (His legislational command).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





His creational command is that with which He commanded the created beings and they obey Him in it and respond to Him, such as His saying:


So He said to it (the heaven) and to the Earth, “Come about both of you, willingly or unwillingly!”


Soorah Fussilat (41) aayah 11


So He commanded the two of them, He the Perfect, and this was a creational command which He commanded the heavens and the Earth with; so they came into being. 


His command is just that when He wishes something, He says to it, “Be!” and it is.


Soorah YaaSeen (36) aayah 82


This is His creational command.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





As for His legislational command then it is His Revelation which was sent down by which He commands His servants. He commands them to worship Him, He commands them with the prayer, He commands them with the zakaat, He commands them with dutifulness to the parents; this is His legislational command.


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And since creation and commandment are for Him then what remains for other than Him, He the Perfect and Most High?





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The aayah therefore proves the difference between creating and commanding, and it contains a refutation of those who say that the Qur’aan is created, because the Qur’aan is from the command and Allaah’s command is not a created thing.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This was what Imaam Ahmad used to overcome the Jahmiyyah in argument when they requested from him that he say that the Qur’aan was something created. 


So he said, “Is the Qur’aan from the creation or from the command?”


They said, “The Qur’aan is from the command.”


He said, “The command is different to the created thing. Allaah made a distinction between it and between the creation. So He made the creation one thing and the command something else.” 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Tabaarak Allaah..


Meaning: tremendously great is the One whose actions are these, He the Perfect and Most High, and whose ability is such; and these are the things which He has created, He the Exalted and Most High.








� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





As for the created being, then it cannot be said to him, “Tabaarak”.


Rather it can be said to him, “Mubaarak” meaning “Baarak Allaah feehi (may Allaah place blessing in him and make him blessed). And all blessing is from Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.





