Box 39

And the proof is His saying, He the Most High:

And from His aayaat (signs) are the night and the day and the Sun and the Moon. Do not prostrate to the Sun nor to the Moon but prostrate to Allaah who created them, if you (truly) worship Him. 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That this aayah is a proof for:

a) Allaah’s Sole Right to be worshipped

b) Allaah’s Coming on the Day of Judgement

c) Allaah’s Ruboobiyyah (Lordship)

d) Allaah’s Attributes of being All Hearing and All Seeing

Answers: a) c)

Q2. That the Sun and the Moon are:

a) To be worshipped only in times of distress

b) Two of Allaah’s signs 

c) Not to be worshipped 

d) Of no benefit to mankind other than to remind them of Allaah’s ability to create 

Answers: b) c)

Q3. That if the Sun vanished:

a) The effects would only be noticed by certain animals

b) There would be no effect on any of the creation

c) Certain groups from the mushriks, such as the Buddhists, would be happy

d) All humans would suffer 

Answer: d)

Q4. That the benefits which the Sun and Moon bring us, by the permission of Allaah, include:

a) benefits for the trees 

b) helping us to have knowledge of the passage of time periods 

c) allowing Sun and Moon worshippers to have something to devote themselves to

d) the times for certain acts of worship 

Answers: a) b) d)

Q5. That the heavens:

a) are five in number

b) are arranged one next to the other 

c) have above them the Throne of Allaah

d) have all been travelled through by space ships travelling from Earth

Answer: c)

Q6. That the earths:

a) are seven in number 

b) contain many signs such as the stars and the Moon

c) contain many makhlooqaat such as the mountains and the trees

d) derive benefit from the seven Suns and the seven Moons

Answers: a) c)

Q7. That the night time:

a) is a proof for Allaah’s ability

b) is a proof for Allaah’s sole right to have worship directed to Him

c) is a proof for the greatness of Mankind

d) is from the aayaat of Allaah that most of us never see

Answers: a) b)

Q8. That illuminating the Earth: 

a) is something done by the Moon but not the Sun

b) is something which mankind could do if sufficient of them worked together to do it 

c) never occurs

d) is something which Allaah has full control over

Answer: d)

Q9. That the aayah from Soorah Fussilat quoted by the Imaam here shows:

a) that shirk is false and futile 
 

b) that we should not worship even those things which are from the greatest makhlooqaat

c) the futility of what the people of Ibraaheem used to do 

d) that even the prophets sometimes fell into shirk

Answers: a) b) c)

Q10. That sujood is: 

a) to put the forehead on the ground, humbling oneself before that which is worshipped 

b) to put the arms and legs on the ground and to nod the head

c) the greatest type of ‘ibaadah 

d) second only to rukoo’ (bowing) as being the time when a person is closest to his Lord

e) something which we are only allowed to make to Allaah and the khaleefah (Muslim ruler) 

f) a time when supplication is forbidden

g) to be done only during the prayer

Answers: a) c)

Q11. That making sujood to something created is:

a) an act of shirk

b) only allowed for a person to do when he becomes old and feeble 

c) something that makes no sense since the created being is deficient just as you are

d) only permissible for a person to do in front of the ahl ul ‘ilm (the people of knowledge)

Answers: a) c)

Q12. That if a person makes sujood to Allaah as well as to a created being:

a) his worship is rendered null and void 

b) his sujood to Allaah is correct and accepted but his sujood to the created being is not 

c) the created being is honoured by this

d) the person has committed shirk

Answers: a) d)

� Soorah Fussilat (41) aayah 37





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The Sun is the tremendous star which gives light to the creation as a siraaj wahhaaj ( lamp burning and shining), just as Allaah, the Most High, said:


And We have made (it) a lamp, burning and shining.


Soorah an Naba-a (78) aayah 13





And the Moon is a light which brightens the night time and gives light to the pathway of the people. 





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (page 107)





So regardless of how tremendous the created things are and how plentiful are their benefits, then (still) they do not deserve to have anything from the acts of worship directed towards them nor that anything from favours be (directly) attributed to them.





Rather worship must only be for the One who created these created beings; and directing it (worship) to other than Him is to place something in other than its due place – making shirk with Allaah, which is the most serious of the sins without exception.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And from the benefits of the two of them (the Sun and the Moon) also is the wellbeing of the creation through its trees and its fruits and oceans. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So if the Sun were hidden away from the creation then the creation would suffer harm; and many of the means of livelihood of the people and their welfare would be corrupted .


And if the Moon were hidden away then likewise. The Moon also brings about benefits for the fruits and the trees, along with what it contains also from awareness of reckoning (of time periods). 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He, the Most High, said: 


And the Moon – a light and We appointed set phases for it so that you should know the number of years and the reckoning (of the months, days and hours).


Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 5





And, He, the Most High, said:


They asked you about the crescent moons. Then say: They are signs to mark fixed periods of time for mankind and for  the Hajj.


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 189





So the crescent moons bring benefit for awareness of time periods and deadlines, deadlines for debts and deadlines for the waiting periods of the women. And the set times for acts of worship and fasting and Hajj. All of them are known by reckoning based on these two lights: the Sun and the Moon. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the (the crescent moons bring the benefits of) set times for acts of worship and fasting and Hajj. All of them are known by reckoning based on these two lights: the Sun and the Moon.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(He, the Most High, said);


(Allaah) who created seven heavens tibaaqan (in levels).


Soorah al Mulk (67) aayah 3





Each being above the other. The lowest heaven, then the one which follows it up until the seventh one. And above them all is the ‘Arsh (Throne) of ar Rahmaan (the Most Merciful), He the Perfect and Most High. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the earths are seven, just as He, the Most High, said:


(Allaah is the One who created seven heavens) and their like from the Earth.


Soorah at Talaaq (65) aayah 12





So they are seven levels also.


So every level from the seven levels of the heavens and the earths have inhabitants and occupants.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So who can make the whole of the creation dark, all at once? And then make the whole of the creation bright, all at once?


He is Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.


If all of the creation were to gather together to make one part of the Earth bright, they would not be able except to make a restricted area bright. 


If they were to bring all the electrical generators which are in the world, all of them, they could not illuminate except for a restricted portion of the Earth.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This is a nullification of shirk. Do not prostrate to created things since from the greatest of the created things are the Sun and the Moon (yet the aayah forbids prostrating to them).





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: (page 107)





So whoever is a mu-min haqqan (true believer) then it is upon him to single out His Lord with worship.


And none single Him out with worship except the true believers.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And from them (the mushriks) were those who used to worship the Moon and the stars, such as the people of Ibraaheem. They would build temples for them in the form of the stars and they would worship them.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So the greatest of the types of worship is the prostration upon the ground, since your face is the thing that you cherish the most; you have placed it on the ground for Allaah, as an act of worship for Allaah and in submission before Him.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam said:


The closest that the servant comes to his Lord is whilst he is in prostration.


Reported by Muslim (482) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And it is not befitting to perform it (the sujood) as worship except for Allaah. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So if you make prostration to Him and you also prostrate to other than Him then you are not worshippers of Allaah with correct worship. Rather you are worshipping Him along with shirk and shirk corrupts and destroys worship.





