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ولا نصف الله بأكثر مما وصف به نفسه
We do not describe Allaah with more than that with which He described Himself

Q1. Why do we not describe Allaah with other than that with which He has described Himself?

This is because the Names and Attributes are tawqeefiyyah (matters which are only to be affirmed on the basis of evidence from the Qur’aan and/or the authentic sunnah).

Q2. Which Names and Attributes do we affirm for Allaah (i.e. from what sources)? 
We affirm those Names and Attributes which are reported in the Book and the authentic Sunnah. This is a principle that we hold onto.
36
بلا حد ولا غاية
without giving confines and limits.

Q1. What is the meaning of this point of Imaam ibn Qudaamah rahimahullaah?

This means that we do not say how the Attributes of Allaah subhaanahu wa ta’aala are, such that we mention confines and limits for them, and say how they are. This is not a part of our knowledge nor is it within our ability to do so.

For no one knows the confines and limits of the Attributes, nor how they are, except for Allaah subhaanahu wa ta’aala.
37
ليس كمثله شيء وهو السميع البصير

There is nothing like Him, and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing.

Q1. Which of Allaah’s Names and Attributes does the sharee’ah allow us to liken to those of the creation?

As shown by the aayah quoted by the Imaam, none of the Names and Attributes of Allaah are resembled by those of the creation.

Q2. How can it be said that Allaah has the attribute of hearing when we have the attribute of hearing as well?

The hearing of Allaah is such that it befits His Majesty and is particular to Him.

And our hearing befits us and is particular to us.

And there is no comparison between these two hearings.

Q3. What false concept is refuted by the statement of Allaah ليس كمثله شيء?

This part of the aayah  - meaning ‘There is nothing like Him’ – refutes the false concept of tashbeeh (likening Allaah to the creation).

Q4. What false concept is refuted by Allaah’s statement وهو السميع البصير ? 

This part of the aayah  - meaning ‘and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing – refutes the false concept of ta’teel (the error of negating Allaah’s attributes), since Allaah in this aayah affirms two attributes for Himself.
Q5. Which two attributes can be taken from Allaah’s statement وهو السميع البصير ?
The two attributes are:

a) As Sam’ (hearing) which is derived from His Name as Samee’ (the All Hearing).

b) Al Basr (seeing) which is derived from His Name al Baseer (the All Seeing).

Q6. Whom was Allaah addressing in the aayah quoted from Soorah TaaHaa (20:46)?
I am with the two of you, hearing you and seeing you.

Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 46

This aayah was addressed to the two prophets, Moosaa and Haaroon ‘alaiyhimussalaam. It shows that Allaah affirms for Himself that He hears and sees.
38
ونقول كما قال
We say just as He said

Q1. What aayah is being referred to here?

This refers to the aayah from Soorah ash Shooraa:

There is nothing like Him, and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing.

Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11
Q2. Which two types of people are refuted by this aayah?
We use this aayah to refute the people of tashbeeh (likening) and the people of ta’teel (negation) – as mentioned in the preceding answers.
39
ونصفه بما وصف به نفسه لا نتعدى ذلك
ولا يبلغه وصف الواصفين
We describe Him with whatever Attributes He described Himself with and we do not go beyond that

And He is not reached by the description of those who attempt to describe Him

Q1. Where can we look if we wish to see how Allaah has described Himself?

We look to how He has described Himself in His Book (the Qur’aan) or upon the tongue of His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, not going beyond what it within these two sources.
Q2. What is the significance of the aayah quoted from soorah TaaHaa (20:110)?

They do not encompass Him (Allaah) with knowledge.

Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 110

This aayah shows that they do not know anything about Allaah except for what He has taught them. 

So if a person is ignorant about a thing, how then can he describe that thing? We do not have knowledge about the dhaat (self) of Allaah – the Majestic and Most High – nor of His Names and Attributes, and are therefore not able to describe Him. Rather only He or His Messenger can describe Him.
Q3. Which of the creation can describe Allaah? And how did they attain this knowledge about Allaah?
Only the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam can describe Allaah, and he received this knowledge through revelation (from Allaah).
40
نؤمن بالقرآن كله محكمه ومتشابهه
We have eemaan in all of the Qur’aan, in that of it which is muhkam (clear and decisive) and that which is mutashaabih (initially unclear to us)
Q1. Which type of people make this statement?

This is the statement of the raasikhoona fil ‘ilm.

Q2. How do these people deal with the muhkam and the mutashaabih?

They refer the mutashaabih (those texts which may be initially unclear to them) back to the muhkam (those texts which are clear and decisive) and explain the former using the latter. This is because both types of texts are from Allaah.

Q3. How might the people of deviation misunderstand the part of the aayah from Soorah ash Shooraa: 

ليس كمثله شيء ?
They take this part of the aayah  - 

There is nothing like Him..
Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11
- and say that this is a proof for rejecting the Attributes, since if one were to affirm the attributes, they would be affirming a likeness for Allaah.

Q4. What is the response to this false idea?

These people, in whose hearts is a deviation, have not taken hold of the entire aayah, since Allaah goes on to say:

… and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing.

Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11
So Allaah affirmed Names and Attributes for Himself here, and this proves that affirming these Names and Attributes does not necessitate making a likeness for Allaah.

Q5. How might the people of deviation misunderstand the part of the aayah from Soorah ash Shooraa:

وهو السميع البصير?

They take this part of the aayah  - 

… and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing.

Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11
 - and they say: this means that He resembles His creation. Since there is (as they claim) no difference between His hearing and the hearing of the creation, and similarly for the seeing of Allaah and the seeing of the creation.
Q6. What is the response to this false idea?

These people, in whose hearts is a deviation, have not taken hold of the entire aayah, since Allaah said previously:

There is nothing like Him..
Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11
Q7. What is the attitude of the believer, the person of tawheed to the aayah:

ليس كمثله شيء وهو السميع البصير ?

He takes hold of the entire aayah, not just taking one part and leaving the other part. And he says:

All of it is from our Lord.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 7

41
ولا نزيل عنه صفة من صفاته لشناعة شنعت  

We do not take away any Attribute of His on account of any false condemnation
Q1. What do the people of misguidance call the people who affirm the Names and Attributes of Allaah?

As an example, the people of ta’teel call us: Mushabbihah
, Mujassimah
, Hashawiyyah
 and other names.

Q2. Do the people of the sunnah care about these insults and nicknames? If not, then why not?

No, we do not care about these insults as long as we are adhering to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger. So these nicknames that they give us do not harm us because we want to please our Lord  - so we do not just want to please the creation.
42
ولا نتعدى القرآن والحديث
And we do not exceed the Qur’aan and the hadeeth

Q1. Are the Names and Attributes from the matters of the unseen and if so, what is the significance of this? 

Yes, they are from the matters of the unseen so we do not enter into these matters except in accordance with an evidence – and we do not go beyond the evidences.

43
ولا نعلم كيف كنه ذلك إلا بتصديق الرسول صلى الله عليه وسلم وتثبيت القرآن ‏
We do not know how that is except that we affirm the truth of what the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said and affirm whatever the Qur’aan affirms

Q1. When Imaam Maalik was asked about the istiwaa (ascending) of Allaah over the Throne, what did Imaam Maalik do and then say in response?

He rahimahullaah lowered his head, then he raised it and sweat had appeared on his brow, out of shame before Allaah subhaanahu wa ta’aala.

So Imaam Maalik said:
“Al Istiwaa is known.

And kayf (how Allaah rose) is not known.

And to have eemaan (in the ascending upon the Throne) is obligatory.

And to ask a question about it (i.e. about the kayfiyyah of Allaah’s rising over the throne) is an innovation.

And I do not see you except to be an evil man.”

And the Imaam ordered the man who asked this question to be thrown out of the gathering.

Q2. What two evidences does Shaykh al Fawzaan quote to show that we must attest to the truth of what the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  came with?

And whatever the Messenger gives you, then take it.

And whatever he forbids you from, then withhold.

Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 7

And We have not sent any messenger except that he should be obeyed by the permission of Allaah.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 64

Q3. What relevance does this testimony have to the topic of Allaah’s Names and Attributes?

So the person who does not attest to the truthfulness of the Messenger in these matters of the Names and Attributes – and these are the greatest of affairs, the backbone of the ‘aqeedah – then such a person is not someone who obeys the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam nor is he someone who has eemaan that he is the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
Q4. So what is the path of the salaf us saalih (pious predecessors) with regards to affirming and negating knowledge about Allaah, the Most High?

They follow the Messenger and they follow the Qur’aan.

Whatever the Qur’aan affirms, they affirm.

Whatever the Messenger affirms, they affirm.

And whatever the Qur’aan negates or the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam negates, then they negate that as well.

And they do not go beyond the Qur’aan and Sunnah in negating or affirming.

� Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11


� This term means ‘those firmly grounded in beneficial knowledge’ and it is applied to the scholars of the salaf and to those scholars from the later generations who followed in their footsteps.


� See box 24 question 14 for more details.


� Since if that were the case, the second part of the aayah would be contradicting the first part. 


� People who make resemblance between Allaah and His Creation.


� People who give Allaah a body.


� People who are worthless.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


…the Attributes of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, are from the affairs of the hidden and unseen, and it is not possible for the intellect to fully perceive the affairs of the hidden and unseen. So we do not then describe Allaah with that with which He has not described Himself, nor do we ask “How?” about His Attributes, because this is something not possible.


We do not currently fully perceive the reality of what Allaah has described the bliss of Paradise with – and this despite the fact that it is something created… 


So if it were said: ‘Describe (the bounties of Paradise) to us!”


We would not be able to describe them.. in accordance with His, the Most High, statement in the hadeeth qudsee:


I have prepared for My righteous servants that which no eye has seen and no ear has heard and that which the heart of the person has not conceived.


(Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree in the Book of the Beginning of the Creation)	


So if this is the case with regards to the creation, which is described with attributes whose meaning is known (such as fruit, date palms, drinking glasses etc) and whose reality is not known, then what about the Creator?


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p58 to 59)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


The ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah do not deny for Allaah anything with which He has described Himself because they follow the text in denying and affirming.


So everything with which Allaah has described Himself, they affirm it upon its reality.


They do not deny anything for Allaah anything with which He has described Himself, regardless of whether it is from the Attributes which are dhaatiyyah (relating to Allaah’s Self) or fi’liyyah (relating to Allaah’s actions).	


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p94)
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