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قال الإمام أبو عبد الله أحمد بن محمد بن حنبل رضي الله عنه
 Imaam Aboo ‘Abdillaah Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hanbal (may Allaah be pleased with him) said

Q1. What was Imaam Ahmad’s name and kunyah as mentioned here by the shaykh?

He was Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal ash Shaybaanee.

His kunyah was Aboo ‘Abdillaah.

Q2. Which people of zaygh (deviation) were subdued by Imaam Ahmad and what deviated idea did these people have?

Through this great imaam, the people of deviation from the Jahmiyyah and the Mu’tazilah were subdued.

Q3. What punishments did Imaam Ahmad undergo whilst defending the sunnah?

He was beaten, imprisoned and transported to the east in order to be executed. However he was patient upon this, and Allaah aided the religion through him, subduing the Jahmiyyah and the Mu’tazilah through him. 

For these misguided people did not derive any benefit from their strength nor from their seeking to gain favour with the ruler in their time, and Allaah threw their plot back into their throats by means of the stance of Imaam Ahmad.
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صلى الله عليه وسلم إن الله ينزل الى سماء الدنيا في قول النبي 
 و إن الله يرى في القيامة وما أشبه هذه الأحاديث 
with regards to the statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam 
‘Allaah descends to the lowest heaven’ 

and

‘Allaah will be seen on the Resurrection’ 

and what is similar to these ahaadeeth.

Q1. Which scholars of the salaf will Imaam ibn Qudaamah go on to quote to show the position of the salaf in the matter of the Names and Attributes of Allaah?

He will go on to quote the speech of:

· Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal

· Imaam ash Shaafi’ee

· Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu , the Noble Companion

· The emir ul mu’mineen (leader of the Muslims) ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez

· Imaam al Awzaa’ee

 - rahimahumullaah.
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نؤمن بها

We have eemaan in them

Q1. ‘We have eemaan in them’ – to what does this refer here?

This phrase ‘we truly believe in them’ refers to the texts that deal with the nuzool (descent) of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High to the lowest heaven (and its like)  - and that He will be seen on the Day of Resurrection by the believers’ eyes and that which resembles these texts.

Q2. How does the approach of Imaam Ahmad and the other scholars of the salaf in this regard differ from that of the innovators?

‘We have eemaan in them
 and we attest to the truth of them’.

So this correct approach of Imaam Ahmad is in contrast to the innovators who meet these texts about Allaah with denial and misinterpretation and distorting the meaning.
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ونصدق بها لا كيف

We attest to their truthfulness without asking ‘How?’

Q1. What is the meaning of this phrase of Imaam ibn Qudaamah?

The first part of this phrase has been discussed in the previous answer.

The second part of the phrase لا كيف means that we do not seek after the kayfiyyah of these texts relating to Allaah’s Attributes (i.e. we do not try to delve into how the Attributes are).

Q2. Which scholars of the salaf knew the kayfiyyah of Allaah’s Attributes?

None of them did – for none knows the kayfiyyah of Allaah’s Attributes (i.e. how the Attributes are) except Allaah alone.
Q3. How does Allaah descend to the lowest heaven?
Only Allaah knows the answer to this.

So we do not ask foolish questions such as ‘Does the Throne of Allaah become empty of Allaah (when He descends) or not? And does this happen or this or this?’

None knows His Tremendous Greatness and His Ability except Allaah Himself alone; He can descend however He so wishes  - and we are not to delve into how He does this.

Q4. Will Allaah be seen on the Day of Judgement? If so, then how will He be seen?

Yes, He will be seen by the believers. He will be seen just as the moon can be clearly seen on the night of a full moon
 and just as the sun can be clearly seen when there are no clouds obscuring it.

However we do not seek after kayfiyyah of the ru’yah 
 (i.e. how Allaah will be seen) for no one knows this except for Allaah.
Q5. Which of the following three things do the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah do?

a) believe in the Attributes

b) know the meaning of the Attributes

c) enquire into the kayfiyyah of the Attributes

They do a) and b) but not c).

So they have eemaan in the Attributes and they know the meaning of these Attributes.

But they do not enquire into the kayfiyyah of these Attributes (i.e. how they are) since none has this knowledge except Allaah.
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ولا معنى

Without giving an (incorrect) meaning 

Q1. What does the Imaam mean here by   ولا معنى ? And what did he not mean here?

He means ‘without giving the meaning that the innovators give to these texts i.e. without falling into ta’weel (distortion)’. 

So the Imaam did not mean to negate the true meaning of these attributes – for the meaning of the attribute is known.
Q2. What did Imaam Maalik rahimahullaah say that would confirm this?

The well known statement of Imaam Maalik when he was asked

‘How did Allaah make istiwaa (rise over the Throne)?
He rahimahullaah replied
:

Al Istiwaa is known.

And kayf (how Allaah rose) is not known.

And to have eemaan (in the ascending upon the Throne) is obligatory.

And to ask a question about it (i.e. about the kayfiyyah of Allaah’s rising over the throne) is an innovation.
,

Q3. How do we know the correct meaning of any of the Attributes of Allaah which we should affirm?

The correct meaning is the clear meaning of the words in the Arabic language.
Q4. What is tafweed and did Imaam Ahmad perform tafweed with regards to Allaah’s Names and Attributes?

Tafweed means ‘entrusting something to someone’. Someone who performs tafweed is called a mufawwid.

In this context, tafweed means entrusting the knowledge about the kayfiyyah of Allaah’s Attributes back to Allaah Himself.
This was the position of Imaam Ahmad rahimahullaah and all the scholars of ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah – they would affirm the meaning of the Attribute of Allaah and entrust the knowledge of how the Attribute was back to Allaah.

For the meaning of any Attribute of Allaah is clear, according to the Arabic language and this meaning is not entrusted back to Allaah.

But the kayfiyyah of the Attribute (how the Attribute is) is not known to anyone other than Allaah so it is obligatory to entrust this knowledge back to Allaah.

But some of the people of deviation take this statement of Imaam Ahmad’s:

ولا معنى
‘Without giving a meaning’ 

and they try to deceive the people by saying that Imaam Ahmad was making tafweed of the meaning here i.e. saying that both the meaning and the kayfiyyah are known only to Allaah.

And the truth is that Imaam Ahmad affirmed the correct meaning for the Attributes but made tafweed of how the Attributes are.

32
 شيئا منها ولا نرد 
And we do not reject anything from them
Q1. Why do the people of innovation reject some or all of the texts relating to Allaah’s Names and Attributes?

They do this because it conflicts with their own intellects. So they reject the texts and make their intellects the judge instead.
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ونعلم أن ما جاء به الرسول حق
And we know that whatever the Messenger came with is the Truth

Q1. That which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came with was free of which three things (as mentioned by the shaykh here)?

It was free of error and misguidance and anything deceptive.
Q2. Who was the most truthful of all creation?

The original question contained an error and should have read ‘most truthful’ instead of ‘best’.

The most truthful of all the creation was the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, he who did not speak from his own desires.

So whatever he came with is true upon that which is apparent from it and upon its reality.
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ولا نرد على رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم
And we do not reject anything which comes from the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam

Q1. Whom is the Imaam attacking when he makes this statement?

He is attacking the people of misguidance who reject some of what comes from the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

Q2. How can it be said that these people try to make istidraak of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam? 

When, for example, the Messenger informed us that:

Our Lord descends…

..these people of deviation say that this actually means:

His command descends.

So these people try to correct (make istidraak) of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, claiming that he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not make the reality clear and that it is in fact the command of Allaah that descends, not Allaah Himself.
Q3. What example does the shaykh give of how these misguided people try to make istidraak of the Qur’aan?

These people say with regards to the statement of Allaah:

And your Lord comes…

That this actually means His command descends.

So this is their foolish attempt to correct the Qur’aan, and by doing so, attempting to correct Allaah subhaanahu wa ta’aala.
� He died in 241AH at the age of 77 rahimahullaah.


� Hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah radi Allaahu ‘anhu  reported by Ahmad in his Musnad and a similar wording is reported by Al Bukhaaree (1145) and Muslim.


� Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree (554) and Muslim from the hadeeth of Jaabir ibn ‘Abdillaah radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa.


� Meaning that we truly believe in these texts about Allaah.


� Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah stated in ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah’


‘“And from eemaan in Allaah is: To have eemaan in whatever He has described Himself with in His Book and in whatever His Messenger described Him with, without falling into tahreef (distortion) or ta’teel (negation) and without falling into takyeef (asking how) or tamtheel (likening Allaah to the Creation).’


Commenting on the statement ‘without takyeef’ Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah stated in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


The meaning of this phrase is not that we hold as our ‘aqeedah that they (the Attributes) do not have a kayfiyyah.


Rather we hold as our ‘aqeedah that they have a kayfiyyah but that we have been denied the knowledge of the kayfiyyah. This is because, no doubt, Allaah’s istiwaa (ascending) upon the Throne has a kayfiyyah, however you do not know it. His descent to the lowest heaven has a kayfiyyah but you do not know it. This is because there is nothing in existence that does not have a kayfiyyah – however sometimes (the kayfiyyah) is known and sometimes it is unknown.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p89)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah stated in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


Therefore some of the salaf said that when the Jahmee (the one who rejects the Names and Attributes of Allaah) says to you: If Allaah descends to the heaven, then how does He descend? 


Then say: Indeed Allaah has informed us that He descends, and He did not inform us how He descends.


And this is a most beneficial qaa’idah (fundamental principle).


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p78)


� The proof for this is found in ahaadeeth which have reached the level of mutawaatir, such as his sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam statement when he and his companions were looking at the moon on the night of the full moon:





Indeed you will see your Lord just as you see this moon, you will not be put to trouble in seeing Him.


Hadeeth reported by Al Bukhaaree (554) and Muslim.


� An Arabic word meaning ‘the seeing’ and referring to the believers seeing their Lord in the Hereafter.


� Referring to the third meaning of ta’weel which is ‘to take the wording away from what is apparent to another meaning because of an evidence in the context along with it’. See Box 24 Question 20 for more details.


� Reported by Imaam al Laalikaaee in Sharh Usool I’tiqaad Ahl is Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah


� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah stated in Al Irshaad ilaa Saheeh il i’tiqaad:


And that which Imaam Maalik said regarding al istiwaa is a foundation with regards to all of the Attributes, and it is the statement of (all of the) ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah without any exception.


(Al Irshaad: p150)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah stated in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


To ask a question about it is a bid’ah (innovation) because those who were more eager than us for knowledge did not ask about it – and they were the Companions.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p79)


� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah stated in ‘Aqeedah ut Tawheed:


The methodology of ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah with regards to the Names of Allaah and His Attributes is..


(he mentions three points – and then he says)


That they (the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah) hold as their creed and belief that the texts of the Names and Attributes are from the muhkam, those (aayaat) whose meaning is understood and which are explained. And they are not from the mutashaabihah (the texts whose meaning may not be clear to us and therefore require other texts to clarify their meaning).


So they (the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah) do not make tafweed  of the meaning, (which is what) those who lie against them attribute to them or (as is done) by those from amongst the modern day authors and writers who do not know their (the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah) manhaj.


And (the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah) make tafweed  of the kayfiyyah of the Attributes back to Allaah the Most High, and they do not seek after it.


(Aqeedah ut Tawheed: p89)





� As mentioned in Soorah an Najm (53) aayah 3.


� Part of a hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah reported by al Bukhaaree (7494) and Muslim.


� Soorah al Fajr (89) aayah 22
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