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وقال في ذم مبتغي التأويل لمتشابه تنزيله فأما الذين في قلوبهم زيغ فيتبعون ما تشابه منه ابتغاء الفتنة وابتغاء تأويله وما يعلم تأويله إلا الله آل عمران 7 فجعل ابتغاء التأويل علامة على الزيغ
And He said with His Revelation, in disparagement of those who seek the ta’weel of the mutashaabihah:

So as for those in whose hearts there is zaygh, then they follow that which is unclear from it, seeking fitnah and seeking its ta’weel; and none know its ta’weel except Allaah.

So He declared seeking the ta’weel  to be a sign of zaygh.

Q1. What is zaygh and what sign of zaygh is mentioned in this quote from the imaam?

Zaygh means the same as inhiraaf and this refers to ‘deviation’.

The sign of deviation mentioned here in this aayah is when a person seeks the ta’weel (interpretation) of the mutashaabih without referring back to the muhkam.

Q2. What is meant by the statement of Allaah فيتبعون ما تشابه منه ?
It means ‘they seek that which is unclear from it’.

So these people of deviation take hold of only one part from the evidences and they leave alone another part.

Q3. Which kind of ta’weel is intended in the statement of Allaah 
ابتغاء الفتنة وابتغاء تأويله ?

This phrase means ‘seeking fitnah (shirk or doubts) and seeking knowledge of its ta’weel’.

The ta’weel referred to here can take either of the first two meanings which have been discussed before.
So if it is taken upon its first meaning – that of ‘seeking the explanation of the meaning of mutashaabihah’, then this is futile exercise on the part of the people of zaygh because the mutashaabihah will not be made clear unless they are referred back to the muhkam.
 So none knows this explanation of the meaning except Allaah and the raashikhoona fil ‘ilm.

And if it is taken upon its second meaning – that of ‘seeking the knowledge of the reality and the final outcome which the mutashaabihah will end up at’ – then this is also a futile exercise on the part of these misguided people, because none knows this except Allaah the Perfect and Most High.
Q4. How do the people of zaygh decide which texts to take hold of and which texts to leave?

They take hold of the texts which suit them and they leave alone the texts which do not suit them and which do not agree with these people’s desires.

Q5. What do the people of zaygh wish to achieve when they pretend to be using the texts of the Qur’aan and the Sunnah as proof?

They desire to put the people to trial and to turn the people away from their religion.

They also want to raise doubts about the Speech of Allah and the speech of His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
Q6. With what did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam advise us when we encounter these misguided people?

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

When you see those who follow that which is mutashaabih (unclear), then these people are those whom Allaah named – so beware of them!

Meaning: they are the ones named by Allaah in this aayah, aayah 7 from Soorah aale ‘Imraan.

So we should beware of them, not accepting their speech nor letting them promote their speech to us.

Q7. How does the shaykh subdivide the people of zaygh?

Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah divides the people of deviation into:

a) the pretenders to knowledge, those who have not reached the level of knowledge which would qualify them to speak about knowledge – so the shaykh calls these people johhaal (ignorant people) who have ventured into something which they are not capable of doing correctly.

b) those who do have some knowledge, but they seek to misguide the people and to divert the people away from the Truth.

So both of these categories are people of deviation, whether they intend this deviation
 or whether they did not intend this
.
Q8. What is the meaning of rusookh ?

This means thuboot  (firmness)  - meaning their feet and their hearts are firmly grounded in beneficial knowledge.
Q9. To whom should the term raasikhoona fil ‘ilm be applied?
This term means ‘those firmly grounded in beneficial knowledge’ and it is to be applied to the scholars of the salaf and to those scholars from the later generations who followed in their footsteps.
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وقرنه بابتغاء الفتنة في الذم ثم حجبهم عما أملوه وقطع أطماعهم عما قصدوه بقوله سبحانه وما يعلم تأويله إلا الله ‏.‏
And He joined it along with seeking fitnah, (mentioning this) in a disparaging way, then He barred them from that which they hoped for and cut off their aspirations from that which they intended – as per His Statement, the Most High:

And none knows it ta’weel except Allaah.

Q1. Whom does the shaykh mention as being people who cannot attain the station of being ‘ulemaa (scholars)?

The one who falsely claims knowledge cannot be a scholar, no matter how much he tries, even if he has memorised a great deal and has much speech and writing and notes upon texts.

And the same is true for the person of deviation, the misguided deviated person, who will never be from the scholars who are firmly grounded in knowledge. Rather he will be prevented from the light of knowledge and its guidance.
Q2. Whom does the shaykh compare to the ahl ul kitaab (the People of the Book)? Why?
The shaykh compares the person of deviation to the People of the Book, because the latter have some knowledge but they are not firmly grounded in knowledge. This is because they desire misguidance and deviation and they wish the people to have doubts about the Book of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.
� Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 7


� Which, as mentioned, is something that the people of zaygh do not do.


� See the answer to question 9 in this section for an explanation of this term.


� See Reported by al Bukhaaree (4547) and Muslim and Aboo Daawud, from a hadeeth of Aa’ishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah stated in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


And therefore it is befitting for us that we continually ask Allaah the Most High for firmness upon the affair, and that He does not cause our hearts to deviate after He has guided us, because the affair is one of great importance.


And Shaytaan enters upon the son of Aadam from every direction and from every angle and he tries to cause him to have doubts with regard to his ‘aqeedah and his deen and with regard to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p25)


� As is the case for the second category of the people of zaygh mentioned here.


� As is the case for the first category of the people of zaygh mentioned here.


� The characteristic possessed by those who are raasikhoona in their knowledge.


� Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 7





