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ومحمد رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم خاتم النبيين
And Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah - 

may Allaah extol him and grant him peace and security – 

the khaatam (seal) of the prophets

Q1. What is the meaning of khaatam here?

It means the last one, the one after whom there is no messenger or prophet.

And Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but rather he is the Messenger of Allaah and the khaatam (seal) of the prophets.

Q2. How can it be said that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is still in our midst?

It is as if he is still with us in the sense that his sharee’ah (i.e. the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) are still with us and will remain so until the Day of Judgement. 

So there is no need for the sending of a prophet after him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
Q3. At what times did Allaah send prophets to mankind?

He would send them to mankind when the traces of the revealed messages became wiped away and ignorance had become overwhelming in the previous nations. So one prophet would be succeeded by another one who would revive the religion for the people.
Q4. Are we in need of any new messenger in our time?

No, there is no need for any new messenger because the sharee’ah which Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam brought is complete and protected from change. 

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:
I am leaving behind amongst you that, which if you cling onto it, you will never go astray after me: the Book of Allaah and my Sunnah.

So messengership was sealed with his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam messengership.

Q5. When will the Sharee’ah of Islaam come to an end?

This sharee’ah will remain until the establishment of the Hour.
Q6. What is the role of the scholars of Islaam in this regard?

After the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam there will not come any new prophets; there will only come mujaddidoon (revivers) from the people of knowledge who will make clear the sharee’ah to the people, teaching them that which the people were ignorant of.

Q7. What, according to the hadeeth does Allaah do at the head of every hundred years?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:
Allaah will raise for this nation at the head of every hundred years those who will revive his religion for it (i.e. for the nation).

Q8. In what way do the actions of the scholars resemble those of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said: 

The scholars are the inheritors of the prophets.

So the scholars from this nation take on the role of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in explaining and clarifying and giving guidance to the people.
Q9. What is the ruling upon the person who believes that there will be a further prophet coming after the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ? Why?

Allaah, the Most High, said:

... but rather he is the Messenger of Allaah and the khaatam (seal) of the prophets.

And the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There will come after me thirty great liars, each one of them claiming that he is a prophet. But I am the khaatam (seal) of the prophets, there will be no prophet after me. 

So whoever believes that there will be another prophet after the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is a kaafir (disbeliever).

This is because such a person has denied the statement of Allaah and the statement of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and has opposed the ijmaa’ (consensus) of the Muslims.

For this reason, the scholars of Islaam have made takfeer (declared to be disbelievers) anyone who claims prophethood after the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. This includes Musaylamah al Kadh-dhaab (the great liar) and al Aswad al ‘Ansee who claimed prophethood for themselves in the time of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
Q10. What is the ruling regarding the Qaadiyaanees and why?

Similarly, the scholars have made takfeer of the Qaadiyaanees, a misguided group of people who believe that Mirzaa Ghulaam Ahmad was a prophet. This is because they believe that this liar was in fact a messenger who came after Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

They are called Qaadiyaanees as an ascription to Mirzaa Ghulaam Ahmad who was from Qaadiyaan.

Q11. Will ‘Eesaa ibn Maryam ‘alaiyhissalaam come after the time of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

Yes, he ‘alaiyhissalam will come at the end of time.
Q12. Is ‘Eesaa therefore the final prophet?

No, because he will be returning as a prophet and he will come down with the sharee’ah of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam; so he will be a follower of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ruling by his sharee’ah i.e. the sharee’ah of Islaam.

So ‘Eesaa is considered to be a mujaddid (reviver) and one of the followers of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
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وسيد المرسلين
And the noble chief of the messengers

Q1. What hadeeth does the Shaykh quote to prove this?

The statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:
I am the noble chief of the sons of Aadam and that is not a boast. 
 

Q2. Why should the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam be considered the most excellent of the Messengers?

This is due to what Allaah particularised him with in terms of making his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam universal, covering all of mankind.

In contrast, the previous prophets were sent specifically to their own peoples.
And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam had his excellence made manifest by Allaah on the night of the Israa (Night Journey) when he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam led the other prophets in prayer as the imaam in al Masjid al Aqsaa.

In addition, he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was raised over the lofty heavens (in the Mi’raaj), this being a position that was not attained by any of the other prophets. 

So he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is the most excellent of the prophets without exception.
Q3. Do the prophets differ from each other in terms of their excellence?

Yes
, as Allaah, the Most High, informs us:

Those are the Messengers! We gave excellence to some of them over and above others (of them).

From them are those to whom Allaah spoke, and He raised some of them in levels. And We gave ‘Eesaa ibn Maryam the clear signs and We aided him with the pure spirit.

And if Allaah had wished, then those who came after them would not have fought with each other after the clear signs came to them.

Q4. How should we therefore attempt to distinguish between the prophets with more excellence and those with less?

It is not permissible for us to belittle those prophets who had lesser excellence nor to raise this issue in order to belittle these prophets. 

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Do not declare superiority of prophets over each other. 

And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam also said:

Do not declare me superior to Yoonus ibn Mattaa. 
 

All of the prophets had virtue and a great status with Allaah which no one besides them can attain. The fact that some of them had excellence over others does not necessitate belittlement of the one with lesser excellence.

� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


So in summary, Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is the Messenger of Allaah and the khaatam (seal) of the prophets. Allaah sealed the prophethood with him and the messengership as well.


This is because when the prophethood comes to an end – and it is more general than the messengership – then the messengership (which is more specific) comes to an end.


This is due to the fact that when that which is more general comes to an end, this necessitates that that which is more specific (also) comes to an end. So the Messenger of Allaah ‘alaiyhissalaatu was salaam is the seal of the prophets.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p34)





� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 40


� Quoted by ibn ‘Abdil Barr in “al Istidhkaar” and al Haakim in “al Mustadrak” from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu. And the like of it is reported by al Haakim from the hadeeth of ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa. And al Albaanee mentions that it is saheeh (authentic) in Saheeh ul Jaami’.


� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan adds in al Irshaad ilaa saheeh il i’tiqaad :


And the need of the servants for the messengership is far greater than the ill person’s need for a doctor. For the worst that may ensue by not having a doctor is that the (person’s) body may suffer harm. But not having the messengership will lead to the (people’s) hearts being damaged. 


And the people of the Earth will only remain as long as there are traces of the messengership present amongst them. So when the traces of the messengership disappear from the Earth, Allaah will establish (the Day of) Resurrection.


(al Irshaad ilaa saheeh il i’tiqaad p178, Daar ibn al Jawzee)


� Reported by Aboo Daawud (3291) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaah ‘anhu and al Albaanee declared to be saheeh (authentic) in as Saheehah (599).


� Reported by Aboo Daawud (3641) Ahmad in his Musnad, ibn Maajah and at Tirmidhee from the hadeeth of Aboo Dardaa. Al Albaanee declared this hadeeth to be saheeh.


� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 40


� Part of the hadeeth of Thawbaan which was reported by Aboo Daawud (4252), at Tirmidhee and Ahmad in his Musnad rahimahumullaah. It is a saheeh hadeeth as mentioned by Al Albaanee rahimahullaah.


� Qaadiyaan is in the state of Punjab in India.


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad and ibn Maajah (4308) and at Tirmidhee from the hadeeth of Aboo Sa'eed al Khudree, and it is a saheeh hadeeth.


� Al Mubaarakfooree rahimahullaah stated in Tuhfat ul Ahwadhee about the statement:


and that is not a boast.


Meaning: that this excellence which I have been given is (in fact) an honour from Allaah. I did not obtain it by myself nor did I arrive at it through my own power. So it is not for me that I should boast about it.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah:


So if someone were to say: How can we affirm that (some prophets having more excellence than others) and yet the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam forbade declaring some prophets to be more excellent than others?





So it is said:  Far be it from the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that he forbid something which Allaah had affirmed. It is absolutely impossible that he forbid something which Allaah had affirmed. 


How could Allaah inform that He has given excellence to some of the prophets over others, then the Messenger says: 


Do not declare superiority of prophets over each other.


This is impossible. 


However he did forbid declaring some prophets to be more excellent than others if it involves hatred and enmity.


So if a person declared Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to be more excellent than Moosaa (saying this) in the presence of a Jew and that became a cause for enmity or tribulation or hatred and thus a cause for evil then he is not to be declared more excellent (in such circumstances) – as a means of repelling an evil consequence. 


So that (situation in) which the Prophet forbade from declaring excellence (of one prophet over the other) is that which would be a cause for corruption. As for that which is narrating that which is (merely) the true state of affairs then it is impossible that the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam would forbid that when Allaah has already affirmed it.


Therefore when we speak about the Messenger ‘alaiyhis salaatu was salaam having been given excellence over all of mankind, then we say this informing of that which Allaah said. However we do not say (this) when in (saying it) there may be evil and corruption. 


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah pp 451 to 452)


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 253


� Reported by Ahmad with its like in the Musnad, as well as al Bukhaaree (2412) and Muslim from the hadeeth of Aboo Sa'eed al Khudree.


� This refers to the Prophet Yoonus ‘alaiyhissalaam and the hadeeth is reported by al Bukhaaree with its like (3416) and Muslim.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





The most excellent of the creation with Allaah were the Messengers, then the Prophets, then the siddeeqoon (those who attest to the truthfulness of the prophets and closely follow their way) then the martyrs, then the saalihoon (those who are righteous, both in their hidden and manifest aspects).


And Allaah has mentioned these levels in His Book in the His statement:





And whoever obeys Allaah and the Messenger then they are with those whom Allaah has bestowed favour upon from the prophets and the Siddeeqoon and the martyrs and the saalihoon. And what excellent companions (these groups of people) are (in Paradise)!


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 69





And the most excellent of the Messengers are the ulul ‘azm (the possessors of strong will) from them, and they are five:


Nooh and Ibraaheem and Moosaa and ‘Eesaa and Muhammad ‘alaiyhimus salaatu min Allaah wat tasleem. And Allaah mentioned them in two places in His book:


1) in (Soorah) al Ahzaab


And (remember) when We took from the prophets their covenant and from you (O Muhammad) and from Nooh and Ibraaheem and Moosaa and ‘Eesaa ibn Maryam.


Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 7





2) in (Soorah as Shooraa)


He (Allaah) has ordained for you the religion which He ordained for Nooh and that which We revealed to you (O Muhammad) and which We ordained for Ibraaheem and Moosaa and ‘Eesaa..


Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 13





And the most excellent of them was Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam according to his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam statement:


I am the noble chief of the people on the Day of Resurrection


(Reported by al Bukhaaree (4712) and Muslim





(and as shown by) their prayer (i.e. of the other four prophets) behind him on the Night of the Ascension, and other proofs apart from that.





Then (the most excellent after him) is Ibraaheem because he was the Father of the Prophets and his religion was the foundation of the religions; 


then Moosaa because he was the most excellent of the prophets of Banee Israaeel and his sharee’ah was the foundation of their sharee’aahs; 


then Nooh and ‘Eesaa and there is to be no judging with certainty between the two of them by comparing (one against the other) since both of these two have great virtues.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p69)








