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له الأسماء الحسنى والصفات العلى
To Him belong the Most Perfect Names and the Exalted Attributes

Q1. What proofs does the shaykh quote the point made about the Names of Allaah?

To Allaah belong the Most Perfect Names.

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 180

Allaah! None has the right to be worshipped except Him. To Him belong the Most Perfect Names.

Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 8

Q2. What do we mean when we say that the Names of Allaah are حسنى (husnaa)?

It means: they are complete and perfect.

Q3. What examples of a) Names of Allaah and b) Attributes of Allaah does the shaykh bring?

a) The Names include: as Samee’ (the All Hearing), al Baseer (the All Seeing), al Khabeer (the Fully Aware).

b) The Attributes include: rahmah (mercy), ‘ilm (knowledge), qudrah (ability), iraadah (will), sam’ (hearing) and basr (seeing).

Q4. Can an Attribute be derived from every Name of Allaah? What examples does the shaykh bring to show this?

Yes, every Name has an Attribute along with it.

So for example:

Al Qadeer (the One who is Fully Able) gives rise to al qudrah (ability).

As Samee (the All Hearing One) gives rise to as sam’ (hearing).

Al Baseer (the All Seeing One) gives rise to al basr (seeing).

Al ‘Aleem (the All Knowing) gives rise to al ‘ilm (knowledge).

Al Hakeem (the All Wise) gives rise to al hikmah (wisdom).
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الرحمن على العرش استوى
له ما في السموات وما في الأرض وما بينهما وما تحت الثرى
وإن تجهر بالقول فإنه يعلم السر وأخفى

The most Merciful istawaa (ascended) over the Throne. To Him belongs whatever is in the Heavens and whatever is upon the Earth and whatever is between them and whatever is under the soil. And if you speak out aloud then indeed He knows the secret and that which is even more hidden.

Q1. In how many places in the Qur’aan does Allaah mention His istiwaa over His throne? Where are these places?

He mentions this istiwaa in 7 places.

They are:

a) Al A’raaf (7) aayah 54 (and not Al A’raaf (7) aayah 7 as is misprinted in some versions of Shaykh al Fawzaan’s explanation)
b) Yoonus (10) aayah 3

c) Ar Ra’d (13) aayah 2
d) TaaHaa (20) aayah 5
e) Al Furqaan (25) aayah 59
f) As Sajdah (32) aayah 4
g) Al Hadeed (57) aayah 4 (and not Al Hadeed (57) aayah 57 as is misprinted in some versions of Shaykh al Fawzaan’s explanation.
Q2. Is Allaah’s throne part of His Dhaat (Self) or is it part of His Creation?

The Throne is one of Allaah’s Creation, and is not part of His Self.

Q3. How does the shaykh explain the meaning of the word استوى (istawaa)?

He explains it to mean:

istaqarra (He was settled) and ‘alaa (He was high) and irtafa’a (He was elevated).

Q4. Did Allaah make istiwaa over His throne because He was in need of it?

No. Allaah is different from the creation in this sense:

When a created being rises upon something, then the created being is in need of that thing to raise and hold it up, so that it does not fall.

Allaah has no need of the Throne nor of the Heavens; rather it is the Throne and the heavens which are in total need of Him.

Q5. What is meant by the statement of Allaah here when He says:

a)  له ما في السموات ‘to Him is whatever is in the heavens’ ?

To Him belongs whatever is in the seven heavens, from the created things such as the angels and other than them.

b)   وما في الأرض  ‘ and (to Him) is whatever is upon the Earth’ ?

To Him belong whatever is upon the Earth – all of the created things belong to Him -  the Perfect and Most High - whether they be humans or cattle or jinn or mankind or animals or birds or other than that. 

So everything which crawls upon the Earth or walks upon the Earth or is found upon the Earth belongs to Allaah -  the Perfect and Most High. He is in charge of it and in control of it, and gives it sustenance.

c) وما بينهما  ‘to Him is whatever is between the two’ ?

This refers to whatever created things are between the Heavens and the Earth, and the nature of these created beings is not known except to Allaah.

d) وما تحت الثرى ‘and to Him is whatever under the soil’ ?

This refers to whatever created things are under the surface of the Earth, whether they be minerals or dead bodies.

e) وإن تجهر بالقول فإنه يعلم السر وأخفى  ‘if you speak out aloud then indeed He knows the secret and that which is even more hidden’?

That which is said openly and that which is said secretly are just the same in terms of Allaah’s knowledge of them.

He hears that which is said out aloud and that which is said secretly.

Nothing is hidden from Him – the Perfect and Most High.

Q6. Why does the shaykh quote the next aayah from Soorah TaaHaa (20:8)?

Allaah! None has the right to be worshipped except Him.

To Him belong the Perfect Names.

Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 8

This contains an affirmation of the Names for Allaah the Perfect and Most High, and that they are perfect, each of them is complete and perfect, free from deficiency and defect.
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أحاط بكل شيء علما
He encompassed everything with His Knowledge.

Q1. How does shaykh al Fawzaan explain this point?

His Knowledge encompasses everything that has even been in the past and that will ever be in the future, and whatever is not known except by Him.

Everything occurs with His Knowledge  - the Perfect and Most High.

There is nothing that occurs except with His Knowledge.
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وقهر كل مخلوق عزة وحكما
He has subjugated every created being to His Might and His Judgement.

Q1. How does shaykh al Fawzaan explain قهر كل مخلوق ?

He has caused every created being to submit to His Sovereignty. Nothing from the Creation is excepted from this, everything being under His control and His management.

Q2. Of whom is this point a refutation?

This is a refutation of those people who claim that there are awliyaa and aqtaab (pivotal people) who can act independently in the creation – this deviated idea being that of some of the heretics from the Soofees.

Q3. What is the meaning of عزة ?

Allaah has subjugated every created with ‘izzah (might) – meaning with quwwah (power or might).

Q4. What is the meaning of حكما ?

Everything is under His Judgement; He caused it to submit to Him, He is in control of it and He is in charge of it. Nothing whatsoever can oppose this.
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ووسع كل شيء رحمة وعلما
He has encompassed everything with His Mercy and His Knowledge.

Q1. What is the proof quoted by the Shaykh that Allaah’s Mercy encompasses everything?

The Shaykh mentions:

And My Mercy encompasses everything.

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 156
Q2. What proofs does the Shaykh quote to show that Allaah’s Knowledge encompasses everything?

He knows whatever is in front of them (in the future) and whatever is behind them (in the past).

Soorah TaaHaa (20)aayah 110

And He knows whatever is in the Heavens and whatever is in the Earth.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (29)

Q3. How is Allaah’s Knowledge different from the knowledge of the creation?

The created beings know one thing but are ignorant of many things.

As for Allaah, then He knows every single thing and nothing is hidden from Him.

Q4. How can it be said that Allaah’s Mercy has reached the kuffaar (disbelievers)?

Allaah gives them provision, health and security and he gives them whatever they have need of, and all of this is from His Mercy.

Q5. How can it be said that Allaah’s Mercy has reached the animals?

He gives them their provision, health and security; He cures them of illnesses.

In addition, He causes them to have compassion towards their offspring, despite their not hoping for anything from their children. Yet they still have tenderness and pity towards their offspring.

And this is a result of Allaah’s Mercy.

Q6. How will Allaah’s Mercy reach the kuffaar in the Hereafter?

The kuffaar have no hope of the Mercy of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic in the Hereafter, for then His Mercy will be specific to the believers only.
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‏يعلم ما بين أيديهم وما خلفهم ولا يحيطون به علما

He knows whatever is in front of them and whatever is behind them and they do not encompass Him in their knowledge.
Q1. What is the meaning of   يعلم ما بين أيديهم  ?

This refers to the matter of the Final Hour.

Q2. What is the meaning of وما خلفهم ?

This refers to the matter of this worldly life.

Q3. What is the meaning of ولا يحيطون به علما ?

The servants do not encompass Allaah, azza wa jall, in knowledge. They do not know their Lord subhaanahu wa ta’aala in the sense that they do not encompass His Self, His Names, His Attributes and the greatness of His Affair. The servants do not know this except for the information which Allaah has made them aware of.
Q4. Why does Allaah give us some information (although it is only limited information) about Himself?

He gives us this information so that we might know Him and worship Him alone, without attributing any partner to Him.

Q5. Do the angels have all encompassing knowledge of Allaah?

No, even the angels do not have this knowledge. They say to Allaah:

How free of imperfections You are, we have no knowledge except for that which You have taught us.

� Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayaat 5 to 7


� Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 110


� As stated by Qataadah rahimahullaah. (Tafseer at Tabaree)


� As stated by Qataadah rahimahullaah. (Tafseer at Tabaree)


� As occurs in Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 32





