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والصراط حق يجوزه الأبرار ويزل عنه الفجار
And the Siraat (Bridge over the Hellfire) is true, 

the righteous will cross over it,

and the wicked will slip off it.

Q1. What is the meaning of Siraat?

It is the bridge and the causeway laid across the upper part of Jahannum (the Hellfire). All of the people will have to cross over it.
Q2. How will the different people pass over the Siraat?

Some people will pass over the Siraat  like a flash of lightning.

Some people will pass over it like the wind, with the speed in accordance with the strength of those people’s deeds.

Some people will pass over it like a swift horse.

Some people will pass over it like camel riders.

Some people will run over it by foot.

Some people will walk over it.

Some people will crawl over it.

Some people will be snatched from it and thrown down into the Fire because his deeds will be unable to carry him over the Siraat.

Q3. What will determine how the people pass over the Siraat?

Nothing will carry the people over the Siraat other than their deeds. So the weaker the person’s deeds, the weaker will be his passing.

Q4. Will everyone pass over the Siraat ?

Allaah, the Most High, states:

So by your Lord, We shall certainly raise them along with their devils; then We shall bring them around the Hellfire upon their knees. 

Then We shall certainly take out from every group of people those who are most insolent in rebellion against ar Rahmaan (the Most Merciful). Then We know best who most deserves to be punished in the Fire. 

And there is not one of you except that he will have to cross it. 

This is a decree which your Lord will certainly accomplish.

The statement

And there is not one of you..

covers the believers and the disbelievers.

The statement

except that he will have to cross it

refers to the crossing the Hellfire. And this crossing refers to crossing the Siraat.
So everyone will have to cross the Siraat but some people will be snatched from it and thrown down into the Fire.

Q5. What will happen to the dhaalimoon at that time?

Then We will save those who had taqwaa (fear of and dutifulness towards their Lord) and we leave the dhaalimoon (wrongdoers) in it upon their knees.

So the wrongdoers will fall down into the Fire.
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ويشفع نبينا صلى الله عليه وسلم
And our Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam will intercede 
Q1. What is the meaning of shafaa’ah ?

Linguistically, it means ‘to mediate for the accomplishment of something good’. Sometimes this term may also be used for mediating for something evil.

Whoever yashfa’ (intercedes) for a good cause, then he will have reward for it.

And whoever intercedes for an evil cause then he will have a share in its sin.

Q2. What example of an evil shafaa’ah is mentioned by the Shaykh?

He hafidhahullaah mentions interceding for a prescribed punishment (for a person who deserves that punishment) to be left off and not carried out.

Q3. What is the meaning of shafaa’ah in the context of the Hereafter?

It means du’aa (supplication). So Allaah will honour some of His servants by accepting their supplication for the one being interceded for.
Q4. What are the two conditions which must be fulfilled for the shafaa’ah in the Hereafter?

They are:

1) that the intercession can only occur with the permission of Allaah for the person who is interceding.

2) that Allaah is pleased with the person being interceded for i.e. that the person be from the people of tawheed and eemaan.

Q5. What shafaa’ah will there be for the disbeliever? 

Intercession will not be accepted for the kaafir (disbeliever).
Allaah, the Most High, states:

The intercession of the intercessors will not benefit them.

The wrongdoing disbelievers will have no friend nor any intercessor who will be listened to.

Q6. Why does the Shaykh mention the believers’ entry into Paradise?

Shaykh al Fawzaan mentions this as being the second example of the types of intercession which are specific to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, the first one being his intercession for the people of the standing place.

The first person who will request that the gate of Paradise is opened will be Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and the first of the nations to enter Paradise will be his nation sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

So he will intercede for the people of Paradise to enter Paradise and its gates will be opened for those people on account of his intercession.
Q7. Who was Aboo Taalib  and what religion did die upon?

He was the paternal uncle of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and he died upon kufr upon the religion of ‘Abdul Muttalib – and this was of course the worship of idols.

Q8. Is he therefore entitled to the shafaa’ah of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

Because of Aboo Taalib’s defence of his nephew sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam then he will intercede for Aboo Taalib (on the Day of Resurrection) that the punishment for him be reduced.

However he will not intercede for Aboo Taalib that he be taken out of the Fire altogether because it is not possible for a kaafir to exit from the Fire. 
This intercession of Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam for his uncle will be an intercession that is specific to him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and specific for Aboo Taalib. As for the rest of the disbelievers, then no one will intercede for them.

Q9. What will be the final destination of Aboo Taalib?

He will remain in a shallow part of the Fire forever or he will have upon the sole of his foot a burning coal which will cause his brain to boil.

He will not think that there is anyone from the inhabitants of the Fire who is receiving a more severe punishment whereas he is in fact the person who receives the lightest punishment from the people of the Fire.
Q10. What shafaa’ah will be sought the Muslims who have committed major sins? Who will make this shafaa’ah ?

The Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, as well as the other prophets and the righteous ones, will intercede for these Muslims that they not enter the Fire. 
Q11. What shafaa’ah will be made for the Muslims who have entered the Hellfire?

If there are Muslims who have already entered the Fire and been punished in it, the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and other prophets and the righteous ones will intercede for these Muslims to be taken out of the Fire. 

So he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam will make du’aa for these Muslims and beseech Allaah with humility that these Muslims be taken out of the Fire. So Allaah will accept his intercession and will take them out from there.
Q12. What do the two types of shafaa’ah mentioned in questions 10 and 11 have in common?

These two intercessions are not restricted to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. Rather he, together with the other Prophets and the righteous people, will make these intercessions.
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فيمن دخل النار من أمته من أهل الكبائر
فيخرجون بشفاعته بعدما احترقوا وصاروا فحما وحمما
For those of his nation who have entered the Fire who were guilty of major sins. So they will come out through his intercession after they have been consumed by the Fire and have become charcoal and carbonised.

Q1. Which type of shafaa’ah is rejected by the Khawaarij and Mu’tazilah? Why?

They deny the intercession to take place for those Muslims guilty of major sins. This is because these two sects deem that the Muslim guilty of major ins is in fact a kaafir (disbeliever), so intercession will not benefit him.

So they say that whoever enters the Fire will never come out from it.
Q2. Why are these two misguided sects mistaken in this issue?

The correct position is that whoever from the people of tawheed and eemaan enters the Fire will ultimately come out from it, not remaining in there forever. This is true even if these people committed major sins.

So these Muslims will come out from the Fire for one of three reasons:

1) through the intercession of those whom Allaah has allowed to intercede

2) by the mercy of Allaah

3) through their punishment reaching its appointed end.

Only the people of shirk and kufr will remain in the Fire forever.
Q3. How will the Muslims who have entered the Hellfire be after they have been taken out of the Hellfire?

They will come out burnt like charcoal or like something black which has been burned.

Q4. What will then happen to them?

They will be cast into a river at the gate of Paradise, the river being called “the River of Life”. Their bodies will sprout and then they will be granted permission to enter Paradise.
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فيدخلون الجنة بشفاعته
ولسائر الأنبياء والمؤمنين والملائكة شفاعات
So they will enter into Paradise through his intercession.

And the rest of the prophets and the believers and the angels will have intercessions.

Q1. What other beings will be able to intercede?

The angels will intercede and the prophets will intercede, as will the messengers and the awliyaa (beloved and obedient servants of Allaah) and the righteous people.
Q2. What are the two conditions for intercession to occur?

They are:

1) that it occurs with the permission of Allaah.

2) that the one being interceded for be from the people of tawheed and eemaan.
Q3. From whom is intercession sought?

It is requested from Allaah and not from a created being.
So the Muslim make a du’aa such as:

O Allaah, grant me the intercession of Your Prophet and of your believing servants. O Allaah, do not prevent me from the intercession of Your Prophet and of Your prophets and of Your believing servants.

Allaah, the Most High, says:

Or do they take intercessors besides Allaah even though they do not have any power nor do they have any understanding? 

Say: All the intercession belongs to Allaah! The sovereignty of the heavens and the Earth is His.

Q4. What is the ruling upon the action of seeking intercession from the graves and from the dead people?

This action of theirs is shirk akbar (major shirk). Nothing can be sought from a dead person.
Q5. How is this different from seeking intercession from a living person?

Intercession – with the meaning of du’aa (supplication) – can be sought from a living person, such that he makes du’aa to Allaah for you.

This intercession can be sought from the person who is alive, whether it be when you and he are alive in this world or whether it be when both you and he are alive in the Hereafter.

As for when you are alive and the person you are calling upon is dead, then this is something not permissible.
Q6. What other acts of worship which are in fact shirk akbar are mentioned by the Shaykh?

The Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions the people who turn to the graves and seek the intercession from the dead people, and seek deliverance from them, and perform the sacrifice for them, and make vows for them, and seek blessings from the soil of their graves. All of these actions are shirk akbar.

The messengers came to refute this and jihaad in the path of Allaah was legislated to remove it. 
Q7. What is the reason that the graves are visited by the Muslim?

The graves should be visited by the Muslim in order for him or her to take a lesson and to make supplication for the dead believers.
Q8. Which type of shirk akbar is forgiven by Allaah?

No type of shirk akbar will be forgiven by Allaah unless the person repents from it.
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‏ولا يشفعون إلا لمن ارتضى وهم من خشيته مشفقون‏
And they will not intercede except for those with whom Allaah is pleased and they are fearful and in awe of Him.

Q1. To whom does this aayah refer?

This refers to the angels.
Q2. What does this aayah prove?

It affirms the intercession of the angels.

It also affirms that this intercession cannot occur without the pleasure of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High and His being pleased with the person being interceded for.
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ولا تنفع الكافر شفاعة الشافعين
And the intercession of the intercessors will not benefit the kaafir (disbeliever).
Q1. Who will be interceded for and who will not be interceded for?

The fact that the intercession of the intercessors will not benefit the kaafir shows that it will benefit the believers, providing that the conditions mentioned previously have been fulfilled.
� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





And this (passing) occurs without the choice of the person. And if it were to occur in accordance with his choice, then it (the passing) would have to occur quickly.


However the journey (across the Siraat) will be in accordance with his quickness to accept the Sharee’ah in this worldly life.


So whoever was quick to accept that which the messengers came with, then he will be quick to pass over the Siraat. And whoever was slow in that (acceptance of what the messengers came with) will be slow in passing over the Siraat.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p519)





� Soorah Maryam (19) aayaat 68 to 71


� Soorah Maryam (19) aayah 72


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah:





As for its technical meaning, then it (shafaa’ah) means:


to mediate for someone else in order to bring about a benefit or to repel a harm.


So an example of the first (i.e. of bringing about a benefit) is: the intercession of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam for the people of Paradise that they enter Paradise. This is an example of bringing about good.


And an example of the second (i.e. repelling a harm) is: the intercession of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam for the (Muslim) person who enters the Fire that he be taken out of it. This is a repelling of a harm.


(al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah p385)


� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 85 


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah about the conditions which must be fulfilled for the shafaa’ah:





1) That Allaah be pleased with the person interceding


2) That Allaah be pleased with the one who is being interceded for


3) (The shafaa’ah can only occur after) the permission of Allaah for the shafaa’ah (to take place)…


And the proof for that (third condition) is His Statement, He the Most High:


Who is there who can intercede with Him except with His permission?


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 255


So whoever tries to intercede without the permission of Allaah, then the intercession will not benefit him, and it is not a legislated shafaa’ah. There must occur the permission of Allaah for the shafaa’ah.


And the proof for Allaah being pleased with the one being interceded for is His statement, He the Most High:


And they will not intercede except for those with whom Allaah is pleased.


Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 28


Meaning: for the one whom Allaah is pleased with.


And the proof for Allaah being pleased with the one interceding is His Statement, He the Blessed and Most High:


And how many angels are there in the heavens who intercession will avail nothing except after Allaah has given permission to whomsoever He wishes and is pleased with?


Soorah an Najm (53) aayah 26


On that Day no intercession shall avail except the one for whom the Most Merciful has given permission and with whose word He is pleased.


Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 109


(al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah p386)


� Soorah al Mudath-thir (74) aayah 48


� Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 18


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah about the three types of intercession which are specific to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:





1) The greater intercession (i.e. the intercession for the people of the standing place)


2) The intercession for the people of Paradise


3) The most specific intercession and it is the intercession for his paternal uncle, Aboo Taalib.


(al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah p387)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah, discussing this second type of intercession which is specific to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:





.. that when the people of Paradise have crossed the Siraat, they will find the gates of Paradise locked for a wisdom which Allaah wished. 


From this wisdom is that they (the people of Paradise) will come to a stop there so that some of them can take retribution from others. 


And what is intended by this retribution is the removal of any trace (of ill feeling) in their hearts for that which was between them. 


So when they are cleansed and purified, they will be given permission to enter Paradise after the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam has interceded that the gate of Paradise be opened – so they will enter it.


(al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah p387)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





And the paternal uncles of the Messenger ‘alaiyhi assalaatu was salaam were ten in number.


Islaam reached four of them (in their lifetime), so two of them remained upon kufr and two of them accepted Islaam:


Aboo Lahab: and he caused great harm to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and Allaah, the Most High, revealed a complete soorah (i.e. Soorah 111) about him and his wife, the carrier of wood (to hurt the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam), criticising them both and giving them both a threat.


And the second: Aboo Taalib, and he displayed a great, well known fine treatment towards the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam . And it was from the great wisdom of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, that he (Aboo Taalib) remain upon his kufr because had he not been upon kufr, this defending of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam would not have occurred. Rather he (Aboo Taalib) would have been harmed just as the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was harmed. However due to his (Aboo Taalib’s) tremendous status in the eyes of the Quraysh and his remaining upon their religion, they used to exalt him and the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam used to receive a great deal of protection through that.


And the two (paternal uncles) who accepted Islaam were al ‘Abbaas and Hamzah – and he (Hamzah) was more excellent than al ‘Abbaas to the extent that the Messenger alaiyhi assalaatu was salaam gave him the nickname ‘the lion of Allaah’. He was martyred in Uhud radi Allaahu ‘anhu wa ardaah and the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam named him as being ‘the head of the martyrs’.





 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p530 - 531)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah, discussing this third type of intercession which is specific to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:





Why is the intercession of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam for his paternal uncle, Aboo Taalib, specific to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?


The answer: that the shafaa’ah for the person of shirk is something which cannot occur because from the conditions of the shafaa’ah is that Allaah be pleased with the person being interceded for – except in this one case. And this case is not one of complete intercession; it is not an intercession that Aboo Taalib be taken out of the Fire. No, rather it is an intercession that (the punishment) be lessened for him.


(al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah p387)





Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





Allaah will allow His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to intercede for Aboo Taalib, despite his being a kaafir. So this is a special case from (the general rule mentioned in) His Statement, He the Most High:


So the intercession of the intercessors will not benefit them.


Soorah al Mudath-thir (74) aayah 48


However it is an intercession which will not take him out of the Fire. Rather he will be in a shallow part of the Fire which will reach up to his ankles, causing his brain to boil. And the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


Were it not for me, then he would surely be in the lowest depths of the Fire.


Reported by al Bukhaaree in the Book of the Virtues of the Companions and Muslim in the Book of Eemaan.


And this (lessening of the punishment) is not on account of the personality of Aboo Taalib; rather it is on account of the defence which he made of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and of his Companions.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p531)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





And this shafaa’ah is rejected by two groups from the people of innovations: the Mu’tazilah and the Khawaarij. This is because the position of the Mu’tazilah and the Khawaarij with regards to the person who commits a major sin is that he will remain forever in the Fire of Jahannum. So they hold the opinion that the person who commits zinaa (fornication) is just like the person who makes shirk with Allaah; intercession will not benefit him and Allaah will never allow anyone to intercede for him.


And their statement is refuted with what is reported in a mutawaatir form from the hadeeths about that (issue).


 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p532)


� Soorah az Zumar (39) aayaat 43 to 44


� Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 28





