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وخروج الدابة
And the emergence of the Beast

Q1. What will this Beast look like?

Allaah, the Most High said:

We shall bring out from the Earth a beast for them..

But as to the appearance of this beast, then Allaah knows best.
Q2. Where will this Beast emerge from?

Allaah knows best how and from where it will emerge.
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وطلوع الشمس من مغربها
And the rising of the Sun from its place of setting

Q1. How did Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam refute an Numrood’s claim to Lordship?

Ibraaheem said to this tyrant king who had claimed Lordship for himself:

So Allaah brings the Sun out from the East – so (you) bring it out from the West!

When this king claimed that it was he who gave life and gave death and that he was the Lord, Ibraaheem responded by mentioning this challenge to bring the Sun out from the West in contrast to what Allaah, the Most High, wills.

So the one who disbelieved was silenced in argument.

Meaning: the king was left speechless because he was not able to do this. For no one can do this except for Allaah, the Most High.
Q2. What will be signified by the rising of the Sun from the maghrib ?

When the arrangement of the creation is disrupted and Allaah wills to destroy this world, then the Sun will take the opposite course from that which it taken up to that point; it will emerge from the West at that time.

This will be a proof for the nearness of the establishment of the Hour and for the destruction of this ordered system of the creation and for the world coming to an end and that the Hereafter is occurring. 
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وأشباه ذلك مما صح به النقل
And the like of that from that which is authentically reported

Q1. What important condition is mentioned by the Imaam rahimahullaah here for accepting the reports about the matters of the hidden and unseen?

The essential condition for accepting these reports about the ghayb is that they are authentically reported from Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

As for a da’eef (weak) evidence or an evidence which does not reach the level of being saheeh (authentic) then this is not relied upon in the ‘aqeedah of the Muslim.
Q2. What is the difference in this respect between how we approach the aahaad narrations and the mutawaatir narrations? Why?

There is no difference between our approach to the mutawaatir 
 or the aahaad 
 narrations providing that they are saheeh (authentic). If the narration is saheeh then it is obligatory to hold the information contained in it as belief and creed without having doubts in that.

This is because if it is authentic, then it is the speech of one who does not speak from his own desires sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
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وعذاب القبر ونعيمه حق
And the Punishment of the Grave and its Bliss are true

Q1. Who rejects this aspect of the hidden and unseen?

The Punishment in the Grave and its Bliss are reported in mutawaatir narrations.

It is the Mu’tazilah who deny this aspect of the Islaamic ‘aqeedah based upon their corrupt intellects, saying, “We do not see anything in the grave!”

Q2. How are these people to be refuted?

So it is said to these people:

Are affairs founded upon what you witness and upon what you feel – or instead upon the ability of Allaah? Your intellects and your feelings have no role in entering into this matter.
Rather the Punishment in the Grave and its Bliss are affirmed by the Book, the Sunnah and the consensus of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah.

Q3. What is the meaning of al ‘adhaab al adnaa in the aayah quoted by the Shaykh hafidhahullaah from Soorah as Sajdah (32:21)?

And We will make them taste the al ‘adhaab al adnaa (lesser punishment) before the greater punishment.

Some of the scholars of tafseer said that the al ‘adhaab al adnaa refers to the Punishment of the Grave
 – or that it refers to the trials and calamities that come to these people in this world
. And it is possible that the meaning of al ‘adhaab al adnaa is in fact both of these.
Q4. Why does the Shaykh quote the aayah from Soorah Ghaafir (40:46) here?

They (the people of Fir’awn) will be exposed to the Fire, morning and evening.

And the Day when the Hour is established (it will be said): Enter the people of Fir’awn into the severest punishment.

So Allaah’s statement:

They (the people of Fir’awn) will be exposed to the Fire, morning and evening.

- refers to the Punishment of the Grave.

And Allaah’s statement:

And the Day when the Hour is established (it will be said): Enter the people of Fir’awn…

 - shows that the punishment of the morning and evening mentioned in the previous part of the aayah is occurring now – i.e. before the Day of Judgement, in this world – and that is the Punishment that they are experiencing in their graves.

And when the Hour is established, they will then go to the severest punishment mentioned in the aayah.

So the aayah contains a proof for the Punishment in the Grave.
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وقد استعاذ النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم منه وأمر به في كل صلاة‏‏
And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam sought refuge from it

and he commanded that this should be done in every prayer

Q1. What is the significance of the fact that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam used to seek refuge from the punishment of the grave?

This proves that the Punishment in the Grave is true and that it occurs; otherwise the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam would not have sought refuge from it.
Q2. From what four matters did he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam command us to seek refuge in every prayer?

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Seek refuge with Allaah from four:

From the Punishment of the Hellfire and from the Punishment of the Grave and from the trials of life and death and from the trial of al maseeh ud dajjaal.

Q3. Why might a believer be punished in his grave?
There are causes which bring about the Punishment in the Grave and they include:

a) gheebah (backbiting) and nameemah (spreading tales between the people in order to cause corruption
)

b) not cleaning oneself from urine

c) wailing of the mourners over the dead person.

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam passed by two graves and said:

These two are being punished and they are not being punished for something major. Indeed it something major.

As for one of them, he did not used to keep himself clean from his urine.

And as for the other, he used to walk around spreading tales between the people to cause corruption.

And this shows that the Punishment of the Grave can even occur to a believer, due to the sins that he committed in this world.

And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

The dead person will be tormented in his grave because of the wailing which is done over him.
 

� Soorah an Naml (27) aayah 82


� Al Qurtubee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Muslim ‘al Mufhim’ that there are no authentic narrations to inform us as to where this Beast will emerge from nor what it will look like.


� i.e. from the West


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 258


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 258


� Reported by a large number of narrators at each stage of the chain of narration.


� Reported by less than that of the mutawaatir narration at some or all stages of the chain of narration.


� An Nawawee rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Saheeh Muslim:


..the position of the People of the Sunnah is – affirmation of the Punishment in the Grave just as we have mentioned, in opposition to the Khawaarij and the majority of the Mu’tazilah and some of the Muriji-ah who rejected it.


(The Book of Paradise and a description of its bliss and its people, chapter 17).


� Soorah as Sajdah (32) aayah  21


� As is reported from Mujaahid, quoted in the Tafseer of at Tabaree rahimahumullaah.


� As is reported from ibn ‘Abbaas, Abul ‘Aaliyah and al Hasan amongst others, quoted in the Tafseer of at Tabaree rahimahumullaah.


� Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 46


� Referring to the Punishment of the Grave.


� Reported by Muslim (588), Ahmad in his Musnad, Aboo Daawud and an Nasaa-ee from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu.


� And this is the explanation of nameemah given by Al ‘Aynee rahimahullaah adds in ‘Umdat ul Qaaree (in chapter 46 of the Book of Manners).


� Al ‘Aynee rahimahullaah adds in ‘Umdat ul Qaaree commenting on this part of the hadeeth:


Indeed it something major.


 - meaning: (something major) with Allaah.


And his statement:


And they are not being punished for something major.


 - meaning: it is not something major with you. Or it is not something great upon you since there is no difficulty in (avoiding) it. 


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (6055) and Muslim from the hadeeth of ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa.


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (1292) and Muslim from the hadeeth of ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab.


� Al ‘Aynee rahimahullaah adds in ‘Umdat ul Qaaree commenting on an niyaahah (wailing over the dead):


Wailing is forbidden by consensus because it is an action of jaahiliyyah and he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam made it a condition for the women in their taking the pledge upon (accepting) Islaam that they would not wail over the dead. And this chapter (of Umdat ul Qaaree) proves that the forbiddance of crying upon the dead person is only if it contains wailing, and that it (crying) is permissible without it (wailing)…


(and the statement): “will be tormented because of the wailing which is done over him” proves that there is no punishment with regards to the crying done without it (wailing).


(in reference to hadeeth 1291, Kitaab ul Janaa-iz, Chapter 33).











