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فصل في الإيمان بالغيب
Chapter on eemaan in the ghayb (hidden and unseen)

Q1. How does the Shaykh explain what eemaan in the ghayb  means?

He explains the ghayb (hidden and unseen) to mean:

That which is hidden from the people and which they do not witness from the affairs of the past and the affairs of the future which the people do not witness since they have passed by and finished or because they have not yet happened.
Q2. Does the intellect have any role in this aspect of eemaan?

No, because our knowledge of the ghayb depends solely on information taken from authentic sources i.e. from the naql (that which is reported) and not the ‘aql (intellect).
Q3. What are the sources of information about this aspect of eemaan?

The naql (that which is reported) comprises the true reports from Allaah and His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
Q4. What is the approach of the Muslim to these sources?

It is obligatory to have eemaan (true belief) in and to submit to everything which everything which Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed us about from the ghayb of the past and the ghayb of the future.

And the Muslim does not interfere in this using his own intellect and his own understanding because the matters of the ghayb cannot be truly perceived by the person’s intellect nor by his thinking.

Rather eemaan in the hidden and unseen is only founded upon submitting and believing in the reports from Allaah and His Messenger.
Q5.  Which aspects of the ghayb do we have to have seen before believing in them?

None of them.

For eemaan (true faith) is in fact nothing other than true faith in the ghayb (hidden and unseen).

As for having true faith in something which has been witnessed, then there is no special distinction for any person in that! This would not be called ‘eemaan’.
Q6. When will a person’s having eemaan in the ghayb not be accepted by Allaah?

There are two times when it will not be accepted:

1) When the Day of Resurrection is established.

2) When a person reaches his time of death, meaning - he is just about to die.

So in these cases, the person sees that which he used to be told of, from those matters which were hidden from him, but which he now sees with his own eyes. At this stage, it will be ‘too late’ to have eemaan if he did not have it before.

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Allaah will accept the repentance of the servant as long as he is not experiencing the gharghara (death rattle).
 

This refers to the time just before death when the soul rattles in the throat. For at this stage, eemaan has come to an end, as has the ability to perform any action and the person falls into those matters of the ghayb which he had been told of before, seeing them with his own eyes.

Allaah, the Most High, says about the person who sees that which he used to be told of:

You were heedless of this so now We have removed your cover and today, your sight is sharp.
 

Q7. What is the relevance of the aayah from Soorah al An’aam (6:158) in this regard?

The Day when some of the signs of Your Lord come – then no soul will benefit from its eemaan if it had not believed previously and earned good deeds based upon its eemaan.
 
The scholars of tafseer (explanation of the meanings of the Qur’aan) mention that the sign referred to in this aayah is the rising of the Sun from its place of setting (i.e. the West) before the Day of Resurrection. At that time eemaan will not be accepted.

For at this time, the Truth of Islaam will be something actually experienced  and witnessed and not something hidden from the people.

Allaah, the Most High says:

Rather they have denied that which they could not encompass with their knowledge
 and that which has not yet been fulfilled. Likewise did those people who came before them deny.

So see what was the end of the wrongdoing disbelievers.

Q8. What is the first attribute that Allaah mentions in the Qur’aan about the people of taqwaa?

Allaah, the Most High, stated:

This Qur’aan is the Book in which there is no doubt. A guidance for the people of taqwaa (who are dutiful to Allaah).

Those people who have eemaan in the ghayb (hidden and unseen)
 and they establish the Prayer.

The first attribute which Allaah describes them with is that they believe in the ghayb (hidden and unseen) i.e. in that which is hidden from them and which they do not witness. 

So these people rely instead on true reports from Allaah and His Messenger, and they have eemaan in the ghayb  based on that, just as if they were seeing those matters with their own eyes.

Q9. What is the difference between our attitude to what Allaah tells us about the ghayb and what the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam told us about it?

There is no difference in our attitude to these sources of information for we have eemaan in everything which is authentically reported from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam just as we believe in the correct reports which come from Allaah, the Knower of the unseen and the witnessed.

For the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not speak from his own desires; rather it was just revelation sent to him. 
Q10. What examples of our matters of the qhayb from the past does the Shaykh mention?

He mentions the reports found in the Qur’aan and the authentic Sunnah which deal with the story of Aadam and the angels, the previous nations such as the people of Nooh and ‘Aad and Thamood, and the people of Ibraaheem and the companions of Madyan and other nations beside them.

Allaah has informed us about all of this, so it is obligatory to have eemaan in it.

Q11. What examples of our matters of the qhayb in the future does the Shaykh mention?

He mentions eemaan in:

1) the Signs of the Final Hour

2) that which will occur before the establishment of the Hour

3) that which will occur at the end of time

4) the punishment of the grave and its bliss

5)  the Last Day and whatever will occur in it

6) the Resurrection and the raising of the dead

7) Paradise and the Fire

8) Allaah Himself
Q12. Does our belief in Allaah come into eemaan in the affairs of the ghayb ? If so, then why?

Yes, eemaan in Allaah comes into eemaan in the hidden and unseen, because we do not see Allaah in this life. Rather we have belief in Allaah based solely upon:

a) the signs in the creation

b) the signs in the Qur’aan 

c) the reports from His Messengers ‘alaiyhimussalaatu was salaam.
So we have eemaan in Allaah, His Names and His Attributes, and in the obligation of worshipping Him alone based upon the true reports and the clear signs and shining proofs which are before our very eyes.

Q13. Which of the kuffaar deny that Allaah is the Creator?

Not one of the disbelievers claim that anyone other than Allaah has created the creation or that the creation somehow created itself.

Were they created by nothing – or are they themselves the creators? 
Or did they create the heavens and the Earth? Rather they do not have certain faith.

Who is it who can claim that he has created even the slightest thing from the Heavens and the Earth? None of the kuffaar claim this, despite the severity of their kufr and their obstinate rejection of the Truth.

Q14. How does Allaah challenge the kuffaar in this regard?

Show me what they (those false gods) created from the earth!

Or do those whom they associate have any share in the heavens?

Or did We give them a Book (commanding them to associate others) so that they are upon clear evidence in their associating others along with Him?

So Allaah challenges the kuffaar to show what their false gods have created. For no one claims that these false gods which they worship has created anything from the Heavens and the Earth.

Do they set up for Allaah partners whom they claim create like His creation, such that they are confused (about what they created and what Allaah created?
)

Say: Allaah is the Creator of everything and He is al Waahid (the One), al Qahhaar (the Overwhelming Subduer).

Allaah informed that He created and He creates and no one can raise any objections to this. All of the world, the believers and the kuffaar, all submit to this.

And if you were to ask them (the mushriks), “Who created the Heavens and the Earth?”, they would surely say, “Allaah!” 

And if you were to ask them who created them, they would surely say, “Allaah!” 
 

Q15. What is mentioned (in Soorah al A’raaf aayah 54) together with the creation being for Allaah?

Is not for Him the creation and the command?

Exalted is Allaah, the Lord of the whole of the creation.

Because the creation is Allaah’s, then likewise the command is for Him also. He is the One who commands and forbids and legislates.

� Reported by at Tirmidhee (3537) and Ahmad in his Musnad from the hadeeth of ibn ‘Umar radi Allaahu anhumaa. And al Albaanee declared it to be hasan (good) 


� Al Mubaarakfooree rahimahullaah stated in Tuhfat ul Ahwadhee about the statement:


..as long as he is not experiencing the gharghara..


Meaning: as long as the soul has not reached the throat – meaning: as long as death is not certain. For repentance after death has become certain, then this is not accepted– as per His Statement, He the Most High:


And there is no repentance for those who continue to do evil deeds until death comes to one of them and he says, “Now I repent!”; nor for those who die whilst they are kuffaar (disbelievers).


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 18


� Soorah Qaaf (50) aayah 22


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah mentions that Mujaahid rahimahullaah said about Allaah’s statement:


So now We have removed your cover..


(This is addressed) to the kaafir on the Day of Resurrection.


� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 158


� The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam stated:


The Hour will not be established until the Sun rises from its place of setting. So when it rises and the people see it, they will all have eemaan  but that will be when eemaan does not benefit a soul.


And he then recited the aayah from Soorah al An’aam (6:158).


Reported by al Bukhaaree (4636) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu.


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah adds in his tafseer about this statement of Allaah:





Rather they have denied that which they could not encompass with their knowledge…


From that which Allaah sent down to you (O Muhammad) in this Qur’aan from (His) threat against them for their disbelief in their Lord.





And as Sa'dee rahimahullaah adds in Tayseer al Kareem ar Rahmaan fee tafseer kalaam il Manaan when commenting on this aayah:





And in this is a proof showing the obligation to verify and check in the affairs, and that it is not befitting for a person to rush into accepting something or rejecting it before he has encompassed it with knowledge.


� Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 39


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah adds in his tafseer that Qataadah rahimahullaah said about:


Those people who have eemaan in the ghayb…


Those who believed in Paradise and the Fire, and the resurrection after death, and the Day of Resurrection – and all of this is ghayb.


And at Tabaree mentions that ar Rabee’ rahimahullaah said about this aayah:


They believed in Allaah and in His angels and His messengers and the Last Day and His Paradise and His Fire and in meeting Him, and they believed in the life after death – and this, all of this, is ghayb.


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayaat 2 to 3


� And as Sa'dee rahimahullaah adds in Tayseer al Kareem ar Rahmaan fee tafseer kalaam il Manaan ,commenting on this aayah and asking how the Creation came into existence:





Either they were created by nothing i.e. no Creator created them. Rather they exist without being brought into existence and without Someone who has brought (them) into existence – and this is the very essence of absurdity!





Or they were the creators of their own selves – and this is also something absurd - for this cannot be imagined, that someone would bring himself into existence!





So if these two affairs have been shown to be false and futile and it has become clear that they are preposterous, then the third option must be accepted and it is that Allaah, He is the One who created them.





And when this must be accepted, it is known that that Allaah, the Most High, is the One and only (True) object of worship, the One for other than whom worship is not befitting nor correct.


� Soorah at Toor (52) aayaat 35 to 36


� And as Sa'dee rahimahullaah adds in Tayseer al Kareem ar Rahmaan fee tafseer kalaam il Manaan when commenting on this aayah:


So if they(the false gods) did not create a single thing, and they do not share with the Creator in His creation, then why do you worship them and call upon them despite your affirmation that they (the false gods) are deficient? 


� Soorah Faatir (35) aayah 40


� As mentioned by al Baghawee rahimahullaah in his tafseer of this aayah.


� Soorah ar Ra'd (13) aayah 16


� Soorah Luqmaan (31) aayah 25


� Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayah 87


� And as Sa'dee rahimahullaah adds in Tayseer al Kareem ar Rahmaan fee tafseer kalaam il Manaan when commenting on this aayah:


Meaning  - and if you were to ask the mushrikeen (people of shirk) about tawheed ur ruboobeeyah and who is the Creator, they would certainly affirm that it is Allaah alone, having no partner in that.


� And as Sa'dee rahimahullaah adds in Tayseer al Kareem ar Rahmaan fee tafseer kalaam il Manaan when commenting on the word “command” in this aayah:


And “the command” comprises His rulings of the religion and of the shar’eeah; and then the rulings of recompensing – and that will be in the Everlasting Abode.


� Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 54





