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فجعل القول والعمل من الإيمان وقال تعالى ‏(‏فزادتهم إيمانا‏)‏
So he made speech and action to be from eemaan.

And He the Most High said:

So it increased them in eemaan.

Q1. What false saying of the Murjiah does this aayah from Soorah at Tawbah (9:124) refute?

Allaah said:

So as for those who believed, then it increased them in eemaan.

This aayah therefore proves that eemaan increases and that it is not one (unchanging) entity in contrast to what the Murjiah falsely claim. Rather eemaan is something which varies in level; it increases and it decreases.

Q2. What has caused the believers to increase in eemaan that is mentioned in this aayah?

The aayah clearly shows that eemaan increases because of the sending down of the Qur’aan, hearing it and acting in accordance with it.
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وقال ‏(‏ليزدادوا إيمانا‏)‏
And He said:

So that they should increase in eemaan.

Q1.What were the circumstances which this aayah relates to?

He is the One who sent down tranquillity into the hearts of the believers so that they should increase in eemaan along with their eemaan.

This occurred with regards the incident of al Hudaybiyyah, and the test for the Muslims that occurred within it. The kuffaar prevented them from performing ‘umrah and from entering Makkah.

However, despite the reluctance of some of the Companions to accept this peace treaty, Allaah sent down tranquillity into their hearts and they submitted to the command of Allaah and His Messenger out of obedience to Allaah and His Messenger.

Q2. Did this peace treaty turn out to be good for the Muslims or not?

Yes, and Allaah placed in it humiliation for the kuffaar. 

From the greatest of the results that ensued from this peace treaty was that the war between the Muslims and the kuffaar stopped to give the Muslims a pause for breath. 

In addition, those who wished to migrate to Madeenah were now able to do so without fear of harm and those who wished to become Muslim were now able to do so without being prevented from that.

And in the end, the clear victory (of Makkah being conquered by the Muslims) occurred.

All of these were from the tremendous fruits of this peace treaty.

Q3. Were the Muslims happy with this treaty initially?

No, some of them disliked it because they saw that they were being sent back from Makkah without being allowed to perform ‘umrah, giving in to the demands of the kuffaar.

However the Companions submitted to the treaty out of obedience to Allaah and His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. 

And Allaah sent down tranquillity into their hearts and they did not act upon their emotions which they had initially; and the final outcome was good for the Muslims.

Q4. What means for a person to increase his eemaan are illustrated by this aayah?

It shows that the person who submits to the command of Allaah and His Messenger and complies with it will have his eemaan increased by that.
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وقال رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم‏:‏ ‏"‏يخرج من النار من قال لا إله إلا الله وفي قلبه مثقال برة أو خردلة أو ذرة من الإيمان فجعله متفاضلا‏"‏‏.‏
 And the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Whoever says laa ilaaha ill Allaah and he has eemaan of the weight of a grain of wheat or of a mustard seed or of a tiny amount, 

then he will come out from the Fire.

So he made it (i.e. eemaan) something which has different levels.

Q1. Will everyone who says laa ilaaha ill Allaah be taken out of the Fire?

No, for there will be people who say laa ilaaha ill Allaah (none truly has the right to be worshipped except Allaah) whilst not holding its meaning as their belief – for example, the munaafiqoon (the hypocrites). So their statement laa ilaaha ill Allaah will not benefit them.

However, the one who said laa ilaaha ill Allaah whilst truly believing in its meaning, and having certainty in what this kalimah (statement) indicates will be saved from remaining in the Fire forever – even if this eemaan in his heart is of the weight of a seed or a tiny amount.

Q2. Which false saying(s) about eemaan does the Shaykh refute in this regard?

This therefore refutes those people who say that eemaan is just statement upon the tongue.

It also refutes those people who say that eemaan is just tasdeeq (affirmation) of the heart and that eemaan is just one (unchanging) entity which does not increase nor decrease. This is because Allaah will say to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:  
Take out (from the Fire) whoever has in his heart the slightest, slightest, slightest mustard seed’s weight of eemaan.

So this shows that this person’s eemaan has decreased until it very weak, but since this eemaan is combined with the statement laa ilaaha ill Allaah and with belief in its meaning, then it will benefit that person by causing him to be taken out from the Fire after he has entered it.

Q3. Will a person with very weak eemaan be benefited by his eemaan in the Hereafter?

Yes, as shown by the version of the hadeeth:

Take out (from the Fire) whoever has in his heart the slightest, slightest, slightest mustard seed’s weight of eemaan.

Q4. Which people will remain forever in the Fire?

Only the people of shirk (associating partners with Allaah in worship) and the people of kufr (disbelief) will remain forever in the Fire. 

The people of eemaan  - even if be very weak eemaan  - will not remain forever in the Fire, even if they enter it for some time on account of their sins.

Q5. Is eemaan one single, unchanging entity?

No, it can decrease until it is of the level of a mustard seed as shown by this hadeeth.  And this therefore refutes those misguided people who say that eemaan is one single unchanging entity and that it is an action of the heart alone.
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