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ومن دعاء النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم الذي علمه الحسن بن علي يدعو به في قنوت الوتر وقني شر ما قضيت ‏.‏
And one of the supplications of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that he taught al Hasan ibn ‘Alee to supplicate with in the qunoot of the witr prayer:

And protect  me from the evil of that which You have ordained. 
Q1. Who was the al Hasan referred to here?

He was al Hasan ibn ‘Alee ibn Abee Taalib radi Allaahu ta’aala ‘anhumaa, the son of the Prophet’s sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam daughter Faatimah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.

Q2. What is the full wording of the du’aa mentioned here?

O Allaah! Continually guide me and make me amongst those whom You have guided;
 
and make me one of those whom You save and secure from all evils; 
and make me one of those whom You love , and whose affairs You take care of; 
and protect me from the evil of that which You have ordained.
 
Indeed You Alone ordain , and none can contradict Your ordainment.

So the point of evidence to be taken from this supplication is his statement:

and protect me from the evil of that which You have ordained. 
This shows that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam attributed sharr (evil) to preordainment and predecree; and sharr is that which is disagreeable which strikes the person, or those things which happen to him which are disliked by him- and which are pre-ordained and pre-decreed.
Q3. What is being asked for in this du’aa ?

It is a supplication to Allaah that He should protect him from the evil of the preordainment and predecree, such that He aids upon patience, bearing troubles and being pleased and satisfied with the preordainment and predecree of Allaah.

Q4. Which matters which are ordained for the believer by Allaah are bad for him?

Allaah does not ordain and predecree for the believer anything other than that which is good for him.

If something pleasing befalls him (the believer), then he gives thanks for it and that is good for him.

And if a calamity befalls him, then he has patience upon it, and that is good for him.

And that is not the case except for a believer. 

Q5. What is the point of relevance to be taken from the hadeeth quoted?
It is his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam statement:

(Protect me from) the evil of that which You have decreed….
For this shows that:

a) sharr (evil) enters into preordainment and predecree

b) it is desirable and legislated for the person to supplicate to Allaah for Him to protect him from the evil of the preordainment and predecree and that He does not make it a cause for him to become misguided, vexed, angry and to have dislike for the ordainment of Allaah and His predecree.

In this way, the person becomes one of the fortunate ones and not one of the wretched ones.
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ولا نجعل قضاء الله وقدره حجة لنا في ترك أوامره واجتناب نواهيه
And we do not make the preordainment and predecree of Allaah an excuse for ourselves for leaving off his commands, and avoiding his prohibitions.
Q1. What is obligatory upon the believer when he falls into a sin?

He must repent to Allaah and acknowledge his sin.
Q2. And what must the believer not do when he falls into a sin?

He must not rely on the excuse that this sin was just Allaah’s preordainment and predecree upon him, for these cannot be used a proof for committing sins.

Q3. Why must he not do this?

Preordainment and predecree can only be used as a proof for calamities about which the person has no choice. The person ascribes these calamities to preordainment and predecree so that he can have patience upon them.

As for sins, then the person has choice and ability in these; he can choose to do them or not do them. 

So sins are from his actions which he has earned and chosen to do. And he should blame himself for these, and not blame preordainment and predecree; he should deem himself responsible for them and therefore repent to Allaah for them.

Q4. What was the approach of Aadam and Hawaa ‘alaiyhimussalaam when they fell into their sin?

They both said:

O, our Lord! We have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy upon us then we will certainly be from the losers.
 

And in another aayah:

So Aadam learned from his Lord some words (of repentance) and He accepted his repentance. Indeed He is the at Tawwaab (the One who accepts repentance again and again), ar Raheem (the One who bestows Mercy). 
 

And they did not say:

O our Lord, this was Your preordainment and predecree upon us (that we committed this sin)!

Rather they acknowledged their sin:

O, our Lord! We have wronged ourselves…..

Q5. Was this true of other prophets?

Yes. All the Prophets from whom some infringements were seen turned back to Allaah and repented to Him, seeking forgiveness from His Lord. So Allaah accepted their repentance. 

Q6. What sins does Allaah compel us to do?

Even though the sins do occur by the preordainment and predecree of Allaah, the Muslim must not ascribe the sins to these. For he has the choice to commit these sins, and had he so wanted, he could have left off these sins since he was not compelled to commit them.

This means that the Muslim must hold himself responsible for the sin, and repent to Allaah, seeking his forgiveness. And Allaah forgives those who repent to Him.
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ولا نجعل قضاء الله وقدره حجة لنا في ترك أوامره واجتناب نواهيه بل يجب أن نؤمن ونعلم أن لله علينا الحجة بإنزال الكتب وبعثة الرسل قال الله تعالى ‏(‏لئلا يكون للناس على الله حجة بعد الرسل‏‏
Rather it is obligatory that we believe and that we know that Allaah has established proof upon us by the sending down of the Books and by the sending of the Messengers.

Allaah, the Most High, said:

So that there should not be any excuse with the people with Allaah after the sending of the Messengers.

Q1, What was the hikmah behind sending the Messengers and revealing the Books?
We have indeed sent revelation to you (O Muhammad) just as We sent Revelation to Nooh (Noah) and the prophets who came after him.

And We sent revelation to Ibraaheem (Abraham), Ismaa’eel (Ismael), Ishaaq (Isaac), Ya’qoob (Jacob) and the asbaat (the tribes). And (to) ‘Eesaa (Jesus), Ayyoob (Job), Yoonus (Jonah), Haaroon (Aaron) and Sulaymaan (Solomon). And We gave the Zaboor (Psalms) to Daawud (David).

And (there are) messengers whose stories We have related to you before and (there are) messengers whose stories We have not related to you. And Allaah spoke directly to Moosaa.

(Allaah sent) messengers as bringers of glad tidings and as warners so that there should not be any excuse with the people with Allaah after the sending of the Messengers.

These aayaat show the hikmah (wisdom) behind sending the messengers and the sending down of the books, which was to cut off any excuse for the people. 

The people would therefore be unable to say:

O our Lord, no one came to forbid us, and warn us against sins! No one came to explain what good is and what evil is! No one came to explain what guidance is and what misguidance is! So we have no knowledge.
Q2. Which people does Allaah punish before He sends messengers to them?

Allaah does not punish a people before sending a messenger to them and making the matter clear to them.

And We would not punish until We send a messenger.
 

So We shall certainly question those to whom the Messengers were sent and We will certainly question the Messengers (who were sent).

On that Day when Allaah will gather the Messengers and He will say:

What answer did your people give to you?

They will say:

We have no knowledge (except that which You taught us). Indeed You are the Great Knower of the affairs of the hidden and the unseen. 

Q3. What is proved by the aayah quoted by ibn Qudaamah rahimahullaah here?

If using preordainment and predecree were correct, then this would contradict the statement of Allaah:

So that there should not be any excuse with the people with Allaah after the sending of the Messengers.
 

So this shows that there is no argument that the people can make with Allaah – neither using preordainment and predecree, nor with other than these – because Allaah has made the matter clear to them, and has ordered them and forbidden them.

Rather the blame for the sins of the people is only upon the people themselves. 

Q4. For what is a person taken to account by Allaah?

He is taken to account only for his own actions and doings. 

As for preordainment and predecree, then these are from the business of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.

Q5. Does a person have a choice to do bad deeds or not?

Yes, any person can see that he has the ability to do something - or not to do that thing. 

He knows what is good and what is evil, and what is harmful and what is beneficial. So he himself chooses to undertake the matters that he does by his choice along with his knowledge of them.
� Al Mubaarakfooree rahimahullaah stated in Tuhfat ul Ahwadhee about this section of the hadeeth: 


O Allaah! Continually guide me -  Meaning: Make me firm upon guidance – or increase me in the causes of being guided.


Amongst those whom You have guided – Meaning: Amongst that group whom You have guided or he whom You have guided from the prophets, or the awliyaa, just as Sulaymaan stated:


And admit me, by Your Mercy, amongst Your righteous servants.


Soorah an Naml (27) aayah 19


And ibn al Maalik stated: Meaning – Make me from those whom You have guided to the Straight Path.


� Al Mubaarakfooree rahimahullaah stated in Tuhfat ul Ahwadhee about this section of the hadeeth:


…the evil of that which You have ordained – of that which You qaddarta (predecreed) for me.


� Reported by Abu Daawud (1425), ibn Maajah (1178), at Tirmidhee (464) and an Nasaaee and declared authentic by al Albaanee in al Irwaa .


� Reported by Muslim(2999) and Ahmad from the hadeeth of Suhayb ar Roomee radi Allaahu ‘anhu.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:


The qadr cannot be used by the sinner as a proof (to justify) committing acts of disobedience





The servants’ actions – be they acts of obedience or acts of disobedience – are all the creations of Allaah, as has preceded. However that is not a proof for the sinner (to justify) his committing acts of disobedience, and that is based on many evidences which include:





1) That Allaah links the servant’s act to (the servant) himself and makes it something that he himself has earned. So He said:





This Day every person shall be recompensed for that which he earned.


Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 17





And if he had no choice in committing the action and ability to do that, then it (the action) would not be linked to him.





2) That Allaah has commanded the servant and prohibited him, and He has not assigned him with religious obligations except with that which he is able to do – as per His statement:





Allaah does not entrust a person with Islaamic duties beyond that which he is able to do.


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 286





Have taqwaa of Allaah as much as you are able to.


Soorah at Taghaabun (64) aayah 16





And if the person were compelled (to do) an action, then he would not be mustatee’  (someone who is able to do) that action – or to refrain (from that action) – because he was compelled (in that) and unable to escape (from doing that).





3) That ever person knows the distinction between the action which is done by choice and (the action) which is done through compulsion, and that a person is only able to escape from doing the first (of these two).





4) That before the sinner embarks upon committing the act of disobedience, he does not know what has been predecreed for him. And through his ability he performs or leaves off (that action). So how can he proceed upon the path of error and try to justify it with the qadr which is unknown to him (at that stage). 


Is it not more appropriate that he proceeds upon the correct path, saying, “This is what was predecreed for me “?





5) That Allaah informed that He sent the Messengers in order to cut off the excuse:





So that there should not be any excuse with the people with Allaah after the sending of the Messengers.


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 165





And if qadr were an excuse for the sinner, then it would not have been cut off by the sending of the Messengers.


 (Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad pp37 to 38)





� Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 23


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 37


� At Tabaree mentions in his tafseer of this aayah that ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa said:


(Aadam) said: O my Lord! Did you not create me with Your Hand?


(Allaah) said: Of course.


He said: O my Lord! Did You not breathe into me from Your spirit?


He said: Of course.


He said: O My Lord! Did you not cause me to live in Your Paradise?


He said: Of course.


He said: O My Lord! Did Your Mercy not precede Your Anger?


He said: Of course.


He said: Do You consider that I were to repent and to rectify, You would return me to Paradise?


He said: Yes.


(He said – and this is His Statement: 


So Aadam learned from his Lord some words (of repentance)


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 37





And at Tabaree mentions that ‘Abdur Rahmaan ibn Yazeed ibn Mu’aawiyyah said about this aayah:


Aadam said:


Allaahuma laa ilaaha ill ant, subhaanak wa bihamdik


Astaghfiruka wa atoobu ilayk


Tub ‘alayya innaka anta at tawwab ar raheem.


O Allaah! There is no deity truly worthy of worship except You, How free of all imperfections are You and with Your praise. I seek Your forgiveness and I repent to You. Accept my repentance, indeed You are the One who accepts repentance again and again, and the One who bestows Mercy.





And At Tabaree mentions in his tafseer that ad Dahhaak said about the aayah :


O, our Lord! We have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy upon us then we will certainly be from the losers.


Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 23


These are the words which Aadam learned from his Lord.





� Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 23


� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 165


� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayaat 163 to 165


� Soorah al Israa (17) aayah 15


� At Tabaree mentions in his tafseer that Qataadah said about this aayah:


Indeed Allaah, the Blessed and Most High, does not punish anyone until there first has come to him information from Allaah, and an explanation has come to him from Allaah, and He does not punish anyone except for his sin. 


� Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 6


� Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 109


� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 165





