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وقال تعالى ‏فمن يرد الله أن يهديه يشرح صدره للإسلام ومن يرد أن يضله يجعل صدره ضيقا حرجا‏
And He the Most High said:

And whomsoever Allaah wills to guide, He opens his chest to Islaam.
And whomsoever He wills to misguide, He makes his chest dayyiqan (tight) and harajan (restricted).
 

Q1. What type of iraadah is affirmed by this aayah?

This aayah contains affirmation of al iraadah al kawniyyah (Universal Creational will) i.e. that which relates to whatever will actually occur in the creation, and not to that which Allaah wishes to occur in the creation.
Q2. How does Allaah deal with the person who sincerely seeks guidance and is willing to accept it if it were to come to him?

He places in the soul of such a person the capacity to accept the Truth, and iqbaal (turning towards the Truth) and raghbah (desire for) good and his chest is opened to Islaam.

Q3. How does Allaah deal with the person who is the opposite of this?

Whomever Allaah wills, in His ordainment and predecree, to misguide him through His justice and His knowledge that this person is not suitable for guidance, then He does not place in him the capacity to accept guidance. 

And Allaah makes this person’s chest tight instead of opening it and making it expansive; so He makes it tight and he does not accept anything.

And when Allaah alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter shrink away with aversion
. And when those (who are worshipped
) besides Him are mentioned, then they rejoice.

So this type of person delights in falsehood and closes his mind to the Truth because Allaah did not place in him the capacity to accept that, due to His knowledge that the person was not suitable for guidance.

Q4. How is Allaah’s being Hakeem reflected in the issue of the guidance or misguidance of the people?

Allaah is Hakeem (all Wise), putting all matters in their due places. So He places guidance with those who deserve it and will accept it and will be at ease with it.

And Allaah places misguidance with those who will not accept the Truth and will not be at ease with it. And this is in accordance with Allaah’s Universal Creational will.
Q5. What happens to the person who does not sincerely seek guidance when he hears the Qur’aan and other such reminders of the Truth?

Some people have desire for the Truth and to hear the Truth, whereas in contrast some people shut themselves off when they hear the Truth or the Qur’aan or other such reminders.

This shows that there are causes for guidance or misguidance which are actually found with the servants.

The person who is eager for the Truth and accepts the Truth – then Allaah grants this to him.

And the person who hates the Truth and hates the people of Truth – then Allaah deprives him of it. 

And this shows that Allaah is Hakeem, as mentioned in the previous answer.

Q6. How does Shaykh al Fawzaan explain the continuation of this aayah from Soorah al An’aam that mentions ascending to the sky? 
(He makes his chest dayyiqan (tight) and harajan (restricted))… as if he is ascending to the sky...

He explains this to mean that eemaan is impossible for such a person, just as it is impossible for him to ascend to the sky by himself without any means (such as an aeroplane) to help him
.

.. likewise does Allaah place rijs (filth)
 upon those who do not have eemaan.

This is because of their lack of eemaan.
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وروى ابن عمر أن جبريل عليه السلام قال للنبي صلى الله عليه وسلم‏:‏ ما الإيمان‏؟‏ قال‏:‏ أن تؤمن بالله وملائكته وكتبه ورسله واليوم الآخر وبالقدر خيره وشره فقال جبريل صدقت‏.‏
انفرد مسلم باخراجه

And ibn ‘Umar related (from his father) that Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam said to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:

What is eemaan?
He said:

That you truly believe in Allaah and in His angels and in His books and in His messengers and in the Last Day and in qadr (predecree), the good of it and the bad of it.

So Jibreel said: You have spoken the truth.

And Muslim is alone in reporting it.

Q1. In what form did Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam appear to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in this hadeeth?

He appeared in the form of a man, with extremely white clothes and extremely black hair. There were no signs of having travelled upon him, but none of those people present recognised him.

Q2. Why did the Companions find this appearance odd?

They were perplexed at where this stranger could have come from, since he did not bear any marks of having travelled there but he was not a resident of the city either for no one recognised him.

Q3. Which angels appeared to humans in the form of angels, rather than in the form of men?

None of them come in the form of angels because the people are not capable of seeing them in this form. Rather the angels would come in the form of men since Allaah gave them the ability to do this.
Q4. How did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam define ‘Islaam’ in this hadeeth?

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

“Islaam is that you bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah and that you establish the prayer and that you give the zakaat and that you fast Ramadaan and that you perform Hajj to the House if you are able to make your way to it.” 

Q5. Why were the Companions perplexed by the response of Jibreel to this definition?

So Jibreel replied to this definition of Islaam by saying:

You have spoken the Truth.

The Companions were amazed by this response because it opposed the normal state of affairs where the person asking the question is ignorant of the answer. 

So his response showed that he was aware of the definition of Islaam even before the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam had told him of it.

Q6. How did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam define ‘Eemaan’ in this hadeeth?

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

“Eemaan is that you truly believe in Allaah and in His angels and in His books and in His messengers and in the Last Day and that you truly believe in qadr (predecree), the good of it and the bad of it.”

And Jibreel replied again:

You have spoken the Truth.

Q7. How does Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah distinguish eemaan from islaam here? Which one of the two is sufficient for a person to have even if he does not have the other?

Islaam refers to the outward actions whereas eemaan refers to the inward actions.

And both of these are essential for the person to have; one of them is not enough if the other is absent.

Q8. What does this hadeeth tell us about the person who does not truly believe in qadr ?

So the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam declared believing in qadr to be one of the six pillars of eemaan. And this shows that the person who does not truly believe in qadr does not have correct eemaan because he has left out one of the pillars of eemaan.
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وقال النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم آمنت بالقدر خيره وشره وحلوه ومره ‏
And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

I have eemaan (true faith) in predecree, the good of it and the bad of it, and the sweet of it and the bitter of it.

Q1. What is meant when a person refers to the good of qadr ?

It means all the beloved, desired and beneficial affairs. So this includes the acts of obedience to Allaah.

Q2. What is meant when a person refers to the bad of qadr ?
It means all the harmful and disagreeable affairs. This includes all the sins.

Q3. What is meant when a person refers to the sweet of qadr ?

It refers to whatever is agreeable to the souls, from delightful things and pleasurable things.

Q4. What is meant when a person refers to the bitter of qadr ?

It is that which is not agreeable to the souls from calamities and painful matters, worries and affairs which cause grief.

Q5. What does Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah say about the person who only truly believes in the sweet of qadr and not in the bitter of it?

He says that such a person is merely following his desires and his lusts. He is only a believer in whatever delights him alone.

In contrast, the person who believes in the sweet of it and the bitter of it is the true believer.

Q6. What is the response of the believer to calamities and misfortunes that befall him?

It is to have patience upon these calamities and to know that they are from Allaah and they only occur by the preordainment and predecree of Allaah. 

And this is the factor which distinguishes the person who truly believes in qadaa and qadr from the one who does not.

Those who when a calamity strikes them they say:

Innaa lillaahi wa innaa ilaiyhi raaji’oon.

Truly we belong to Allaah and truly to Him we will be returning.

And this aayah is in reference to the people of sabr (patience):

And give glad tidings to the people of patience.

Those who when a calamity strikes them they say:

Innaa lillaahi wa innaa ilaiyhi raaji’oon.

Truly we belong to Allaah and truly to Him we will be returning.

 
These calamities had to occur since Allaah had preordained and predecreed them. 
Q7. Why should a believer repent when a misfortune occurs to him?

So the believer does not become exasperated nor angry at a calamity; rather he is patient and he takes account of himself. It may be that the calamity is a punishment for a sin or an evil act or an act of disobedience.

And whatever calamity strikes you, then it comes about due to the sins which your hands have earned. And He pardons a great deal.

Q8. Can it be said that a misfortune befalling a believer is something good for him?

Yes, if it causes him to repent for his sins. So in this way, the calamity – although painful for him – turns out to be good for him in the end and it is something for his benefit.

Q9. How can a person commit a sin through his attitude to misfortunes that befall him?
Yes, if he becomes exasperated and angry. And such a person is not saved from the calamity; rather he still suffers it but at the same time, he gets no reward because he was not patient upon it.

� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 125


� And Shaykh al Fawzaan adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad that there is an alternative recitation of this aayah which was the recitation of Naafi’ al Madanee (d 169AH) and Abu Bakr Shu’bah ibn Ayyaash al Koofee (d193AH):





He makes his chest dayyiqan (tight) and harijan (tight)


Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 125





So the meaning of ‘tight’ is repeated here, and this is something fine according to the Arabic language since the wordings used to express ‘tight’ are different from each other.


� And al Baghawee reports from ibn ‘Abbas and Mujaahid that this means: they shrink away in aversion from at-tawheed. (Tafseer al Baghawee)


� As explained by Qataadah rahimahullaah (Tafseer at Tabaree). And al Baghawee rahimahullaah mentioned in his tafseer that this refers to ‘the idols’


� Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 45


� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 125


� And the like of this is reported from ‘Ataa al Khurasaanee (Tafseer at Tabaree).


� And this word rijs in this aayah has been explained to mean ‘that which contains no good’ and also ‘the punishment of Allaah’ (as is reported from ibn Zayd) and “the shaytaan” (as is reported from ibn ‘Abbaas) and ‘impurity’ (Tafseer at Tabaree)


� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 125


� Part of the hadeeth of ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab which was reported by Muslim (8), Ahmad, ibn Maajah and at Tirmidhee.


� This hadeeth is brought by adh Dhahabee rahimahullah in Siyar A’laam an Nubalaa and it is weak as mentioned by Shaykh Badr al Badr in his explanation of Lum’at ul i’tiqaad.


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 156 


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 156 


� And al Baghawee rahimahullaah mentions in explanation of this aayah:


And give glad tidings to the people of patience.


(patient) upon the tests and the calamities, then He described them and He said:


Those who, when a calamity strikes them, they say:


Truly we belong to Allaah.


(His) slaves and possession


And truly to Him will we be returning.


In the Hereafter.


� Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 30





