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وقال عليه الصلاة والسلام‏:‏ ‏"‏إقرأوا القرآن قبل أن يأتي قوم يقيمون حروفه إقامة السهم لا يجاوز تراقيهم يتعجلون أجره ولا يتأجلونه‏"‏‏.‏
And he (may Allaah grant him peace and security) said:

Recite the Qur’aan before there comes a people

who will straighten its letters
 just as an arrow is made straight

it will not go beyond their collarbones

they will seek to bring its reward forward

and will not wait for its reward (in the Hereafter).

Q1. What does this hadeeth tell us about reciting the Qur’aan?

This hadeeth which came before told us of the reward for the person who recites the Qur’aan correctly. 

This hadeeth tells us that what is intended is not merely recitation of the Qur’aan; rather what is intended is recitation in order to act upon the Qur’aan.

So the recitation is a means, and the goal is to act upon the Noble Qur’aan.
The reward is therefore for the person who recites the Qur’aan and then acts upon it.

Q2.  Why does the Shaykh quote the two aayaat from Soorah Faatir (35: 29 to 30) here?

Those who recite the Book of Allaah and who establish the prayer and who spend from that with which We have provided them secretly and openly, having hope in a trade that will never fail.

So that He may give them their rewards in full and give them more from His Bounty. Indeed He is One who forgives extensively, One who appreciates and rewards abundantly.

So Allaah did not stop at the saying 

“Those who recite the Book….”

Rather He said in addition:

“and who establish the prayer and who spend from that with which We have provided them secretly and openly…”

So along with recitation, there must be action on the Noble Qur’aan.
Q3. How might a person recite the Qur’aan but not benefit from his recitation?

A person might recite the Qur’aan for show or to be heard or to be praised, then this will not benefit the person at all.
This is also true for those people who hire themselves out to recite the Qur’aan at occasions and at parties, and their only occupation is that of being a Qur’aan reciter.

Such people are the furthest from those who act upon the Qur’aan – indeed some of them do not even pray!
  ?لا يتجاوز القرآن تراقيهمQ4. How does the Shaykh explain 
This phrase –that the Qur’aan will not go beyond their collarbones – means that the Qur’aan does not reach their hearts. It is recited upon their tongues in order to achieve some worldly gain, but does not reach their hearts.

Q5. Why does the Shaykh mention the Khawaarij here?

Some people use the Qur’aan as an evidence but in an incorrect way, as is done by the Khawaarij. 

For these misguided people are from those who recite the Qur’aan most out of all the people; however they shoot out from the religion just as the arrow shoots straight through the game animal. These people do not acquire knowledge and understanding of the Qur’aan, nor do they learn the meanings of the Qur’aan in the required manner.
Q6. What three matters must the Muslim try to perform with regard to reciting the Qur’aan?

1) The recitation, and giving importance to it.

2) Acquiring knowledge of the meanings and the explanation and what Allaah meant by His Speech.

3) Acting upon the Noble Qur’aan as is wanted by Allaah the Most High and holding what is contained in the Qur’aan as ‘aqeedah. 

The first two of these categories are means.

But the third of the three is the true goal.
Q7. Can the Jahmiyyah, Mu’tazilah and the Ashaa’irah be considered to be ahl ul qur’aan ?

No. Although they may recite the Qur’aan with a good recitation, these people hold as ‘aqeedah that which opposes what the Qur’aan indicates.

These people say that the Qur’aan is dhawaahir lafdhiyyah (wordings which convey apparent meanings) but that these people cannot build their ‘aqeedah on anything other than principles of logic which are certain.

So these people are not people of the Qur’aan, (even if they read it precisely) because they do not build their ‘aqeedah on it, instead building it upon ‘ilm ul kalaam (theological rhetoric).
Q8. Can the Qur’aan be a proof against the one who recites it? How?

Yes, as the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

The Qu’raan will be a proof for you, or against you.

It will be a proof for you if you act upon it, and a proof against you if you do not act upon it in ‘aqeedah, or in prayer, fasting or pilgrimage or in avoiding the forbidden matters and fulfilling the obligatory duties.

So it is obligatory to turn to the Book of Allaah, to give importance and attention to it – and not merely recite it in a beautiful tone with a nice voice and attracting the listeners.
Q9. What effect does hearing the Qur’aan have on the believers?

The believers are only those who when Allaah is mentioned, their hearts tremble and when His aayaat are recited to them, it increases them in eemaan.
 

So when the believer hears the recitation of the Book of Allaah, it increases him in eemaan. It makes him weep and it has an effect on him.
Q10. What effect did reciting and hearing the Qur’aan have on the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

When he recited the Qur’aan in the prayer, a murmuring noise like that of a cooking pot could be heard coming from his chest, due to his weeping.

And when he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  listened to ibn Mas’ood’s recitation of Soorah an Nisaa up to the aayah:

So how will it be when We bring from every nation a witness, and We bring you as a witness over those people?

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Enough!
And ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu said :

So I turned and his two eyes were shedding tears.

So this is how the Qur’aan acts within the hearts of the believers, when they hear it or recite it. It causes in them khawf (fear) and khashyah (fearfulness) and weeping. It causes them to perform righteous deeds and to become a righteous example.
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وقال أبو بكر وعمر رضي الله عنهما إعراب القرآن أحب إلينا من حفظ بعض حروفه
وقال علي رضي الله عنه من كفر بحرف منه فقد كفر به كله ‏.‏
And Aboo Bakr and ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa said:

The correct reading of the Qur’aan is more beloved to us than memorization of some of its letters.

And ‘Alee radi Allaahu ‘anhu said: 

Whoever disbelieves in one letter of it, then he has disbelieved in all of it.

Q1. What then is the ruling upon the person who rejects more than one letter from the Qur’aan?

So if a person commits kufr by rejecting one letter of the Qur’aan then the kufr of a person who rejects more than one letter (e.g. he rejects an aayah or a soorah or several soorahs) is even worse.

Q2. The Shaykh mentions which erroneous belief about the individually separated letters here?

He mentions the erroneous belief that TaaHaa and YaaSeen are from the names of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam; both of these are unconnected letters that occur at the beginning of certain soorahs.

So the practice of calling children by the names TaaHaa and YaaSeen on the assumption that they are from his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam names is incorrect. 
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واتفق المسلمون على عد سور القرآن وآياته وكلماته وحروفه ‏.‏
And the Muslims are agreed upon enumerating the number of the soorahs of the Qur’aan and its aayaat and its words and its letters

Q1. To where can a person refer if he wants to know more about this issue?

They can refer to the books of the sciences of the Qur’aan which are called usool ul tafseer, such as the book “Al Itqaan” of Imaam as Suyootee.
161
ولا خلاف بين المسلمين في أن من جحد من القرآن سورة أو آية أو كلمة أو حرفا متفقا عليه أنه كافر وفي هذا حجة قاطعة على أنه حروف
And there is no disagreement between the Muslims about the fact that whoever denies from the Qur’aan a single soorah or a single aayah or a single word or a single letter which has been agreed upon, that he is a kaafir.

And this contains a decisive proof that it consists of letters.

Q1. What shart (condition) does the Shaykh mention here?
He mentions the person who rejects even a single letter from the Qur’aan is a kaafir, but with the condition that there is agreement that the rejected letter is actually a letter from the Qur’aan.
� Meaning they go to great lengths with regard to the recitation, doing so for show and to be heard and to vie with others and for fame. (‘Awn ul Ma’bood )


� Shaykh Badr al Badr hafidhahullaah mentions in his checking of lum’ah that this hadeeth occurs with a number of similar wordings from a hadeeth of Sahl ibn Sa'd, reported by Ahmad, Aboo Daawud (831)and others. There is a weakness in the narration of Aboo Daawud; however there is a witness which strengthens it from the hadeeth of Jaabir ibn ‘Abdillaah reported by Ahmad and Aboo Daawud (830)which is saheeh.


Shaykh al Albaanee rahimahullaah declared the hadeeth quoted here by the Imaam rahimahullaah to be hasan saheeh (259 of as Saheehah).


� Soorah Faatir (35) aayaat 29 to 30


� Part of a hadeeth of Aboo Maalik al Ash’aree reported by Ahmad in his Musnad, Muslim (22902) and at Tirmidhee.


� Soorah al Anfaal (8) aayah 2


� At Tabaree quotes ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa in his tafseer of this aayah:


Nothing from the remembrance of Allaah enters the hearts of the hypocrites when they carry out His religious obligations, and they do not believe in anything from the aayaat of Allaah and they do not place reliance upon Allaah, and they do not offer their prayers when they are absent (away from the rest of the people) and they do not give the zakaat on their wealth.


So Allaah the Perfect informed that they are not believers, and then He described the believers – so He said:


The believers are only those who when Allaah is mentioned, their hearts tremble 


 - so they carry out His religious obligations


and when His aayaat are recited to them, it increases them in eemaan.


 - He said this: tasdeeqan (attesting to the Truth)


And they place their reliance upon their Lord.


 - they do not hope in other than Him.





� A hadeeth reported by Ahmad in his Musnad, Aboo Daawud (904) and declared authentic by al Albaanee rahimahumullaah.


� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 41


� A hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree (4582), Muslim, Ahmad in his Musnad and others.


� Shaykh Badr al Badr mentions in his checking of lum’ah that the chain of narration for this statement is very weak.


� Shaykh Badr al Badr mentions that he could only find this as a statement of ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu: Whoever disbelieves in one letter of the Qur’aan, then he has disbelieved in all of it.





