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وقال تعالى ‏بل هو آيات بينات في صدور الذين أوتوا العلم‏
And He, the Most High, said:

Rather it is clear aayaat preserved in the chests 

of those given knowledge..

Q1. What benefits does the Shaykh hafidhahullaah draw from this aayah?
The clear aayaat means ‘clear proofs proving that it is indeed from Allaah, the Majestic and Most High’.

In the chests of those given knowledge means those who memorise it in their chests and who recite it; so its being easily memorized and recited is a proof that it is from Allaah the Perfect and Most High.
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وقال ‏إنه لقرآن كريم في كتاب مكنون‏  بعد أن أقسم على ذلك ‏.‏
And He said: 

It is certainly an Honourable Qur’aan. In a well guarded Book.

…after having sworn an oath upon that.

Q1. What beliefs does the Shaykh mention that the people used to have in jaahiliyyah ?

Allaah, the Most High states in the preceding aayaat:

So I swear by the places of the setting of the nujoom (stars).

And it is a great oath, if you but knew.

It is said that the meaning of nujoom is the nujoom (stars) of the sky.
 

In the times of jaahiliyyah (pre Islaamic ignorance), the people used to hold as their creed and belief that the stars caused the rain to fall or that they influenced this. So they would seek rain through the stars, and they would attribute rain to the rising of a star or its setting.

Q2. Why, in this case, would Allaah swear an oath by them in the aayah preceding the one mentioned by ibn Qudaamah rahimahullaah ?

Allaah swears an oath by the places of the setting of the stars because these stars have no tasarruf (control) at all; rather they are just objects created by Him.
Q3. What alternative explanation does the Shaykh give for the mawaaqi’ un nujoom ?

He mentions that the nujoom here refers to the nujoom of the Qur’aan – since the Qur’aan came down munajjaman (bit by bit) to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
Q4. Why was the Qur’aan revealed in parts?

The parts of the Qur’aan were revealed in accordance with events that occurred from the time that Allaah sent him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam until the time when Allaah caused him to die.

The gradual nature of the revelation of the Qur’aan was something which the enemies of Islaam raised an objection to.

And those who disbelieved said:

Why is this Qur’aan not sent down to him all at once?

So it is not important whether the Qur’aan was revealed all at once or whether it came down bit by bit.

Rather what is important is to follow the teachings of the Qur’aan.

Thus We sent it down to you in order to strengthen your heart with it. And We sent it down to you gradually.

And they do not bring any example to you to rebut you except that We bring the Truth to you to refute it, and explain it in the best manner.

So this therefore is the wisdom behind sending down the Qur’aan in successive parts, because this was easier for the Muslims. For if all the duties, commands and prohibitions had come down all at once, that would have been difficult for the nation.

Q5. What is the kitaab maknoon ?

The well guarded book referred to here is al lawh ul mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet).
Q6. Who are the mutahharoon ?

It is not touched except by the mutahharoon (purified ones).

This refers to the honourable angels ‘alaiyhimussalaatu wassalaam.
Q7. What false beliefs does the next aayah from Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56: 80) refute? 

It is revelation sent down from the Lord of the whole of the creation.

So this aayah proves that the Qur’aan was revelation from Allaah, and not from the Preserved Tablet nor from Jibreel nor Muhammad ‘alaiyhimussalaam.
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وقال الله تعالى ‏(‏كهيعص‏)‏ وقال تعالى ‏(‏حم عسق‏)‏ وافتتح تسعا وعشرين سورة بالحروف المقطعة
And Allaah the Most High said:

Kaaf.Haa.Yaa.’Ayn.Saad

And He the Most High said:

Haa.Meem.

‘Ayn.Seen.Qaaf.

And He began twenty nine soorahs with these individually separated letters.

Q1. Are these individually separated letters actually part of the Qur’aan itself?

Yes, they are indeed from the Speech of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.

Q2. In what way was the Arabic of the Qur’aan structurally different from the Arabic spoken at the time it was revealed?

There was structurally no difference between the two in the sense that both were

composed of letters and words.

Q3. What is the significance of this in terms of proving the miraculous nature of the Qur’aan?

This likeness of the Qur’aan to the Arabic which the Arabs at that time spoke and addressed each other in makes it all the more remarkable that these people of eloquence could not bring a single soorah like the Qur’aan when they were challenged to do so.

So the Qur’aan is not from the speech of the creation – rather it is from the Speech of the Creator, subhaanahu wa ta’aala.

Q4. What is the first explanation of the scholars give of the meaning of these individually separated letters that occur at the beginning of certain soorahs?

Some of the scholars say about the meaning of these letters: Allaah knows best.

And these scholars do not speak about this issue any further.
Q5. What is the second explanation they give? What proof do they give to back this up?

Other scholars say that these individually separated letters are an indication of the i’jaaz (miraculous nature) of the Qur’aan i.e. the Qur’aan is composed of the like of these letters, yet you mushriks are unable to bring the like of the shortest of the soorahs of the Qur’aan! 

As evidence for this point of view, the scholars point out that in most cases, these individually separated letters are followed by a mention of the Qur’aan. And this was the preferred opinion of Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah and a group from the people of knowledge.

Alif. Laam. Meem. This is the Book, about which there is no doubt.

Saad. By the Qur’aan, containing reminders.

Qaaf. By the Glorious Qur’aan.

Haa. Meem. ‘Ayn. Seen. Qaaf. Likewise We reveal to you and to those who came before you. Allaah, the All Mighty, the All Wise.

Alif. Laam. Raa. This is a Book whose aayaat are perfected and then explained in detail from One All Wise, Fully Aware.

Alif. Laam. Raa. These are the aayaat of the Clear Book. We sent it down as an Arabic Qur’aan.
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وقال النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم‏:‏ ‏"‏من قرأ القرآن فأعربه فله بكل حرف منه عشر حسنات ومن قرأه ولحن فيه فله بكل حرف حسنة‏"‏‏.‏ حديث صحيح
And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Whoever recites the Qur’aan and recites it correctly,

then for every letter of it, he shall have ten rewards

and whoever recites it, and makes mistakes in it,

then for every letter (of it) he shall have one reward.

An authentic hadeeth.

 ?فأعربه Q1. What is the meaning of
He reads it correctly in the Arabic manner, without any grammatical mistakes. So this person is correct and precise with regards to the Qur’aan and this is a proof of the care and attention that the person gives to the Qur’aan.

Q2. What is the reward of the person who recites without doing this?

According to this hadeeth, the person who does not recite the Qur’aan correctly, then he will receive one reward in accordance with his ability and his effort. This person’s mistake is forgiven because this is the limit which his effort and ability can reach.

Q3. What alternative hadeeth does the Shaykh quote with a similar meaning to his hadeeth?

The person who is a skilled reciter of the Qur’aan will be with the noble angels who are scribes. And the person who recites the Qur’aan and stumbles with it and it is difficult for him will receive two rewards.

Q4. What then does Allaah seek from us in this respect?

The Muslim must recite the Qur’aan in accordance with his ability. And if he is able to learn and to correct his recitation, then this is obligatory upon him. So he must not remain ignorant about the recitation of the Qur’aan.

And if he is not able to correct his recitation, then he should still recite in accordance with his ability, for Allaah does not burden a soul beyond its capacity.

Q5. Why does the author rahimahullaah actually quote this hadeeth?

The reciter of the Qur’aan has nothing with him except the recitation and the reading. For that which is actually recited is the Speech of Allaah and the recitation of this is the action of the reciter.

Q6. What is proved by the fact that the reciters of the Qur’aan differ in the beauty of and quality of their recitation?
This proves that the recitation of the Qur’aan is an action of the people.

But as for what is read and recited, then it is the Speech of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.

This is just as the scholars have said:

As sawtu sawt ul qaari

Wal kalaamu kalaam ul baari

The voice is the voice of the reciter

And the Speech is the Speech of Al Baari (the Creator).

� Soorah al ‘Ankaboot (29) aayah 49


� Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayaat 77 to 78


� Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayaat 75 to 76


� And this is mentioned by at Tabaree rahimahullaah in his tafseer as being the opinion of, amongst others, Mujaahid rahimahullaah.


� Soorah al Furqaan (25) aayah 32. And at Tabaree mentions in his tafseer of this aayah with regards to the statement: “Why is this Qur’aan not sent down to him all at once?” 


‘Just as the Tawraat was sent down to Moosaa all at once’.


� Soorah al Furqaan (25) aayaat 32 to 33


� Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayah 79


� Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayah 80


� Soorah Maryam (19) aayah 1


� Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayaat 1 to 2


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 1


� Soorah Saad (38) aayah 1


� Soorah Qaaf (50) aayah 1


� Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayaat 1 to 3


� Soorah Hood (11) aayah 1


� Soorah Yoosuf (12) aayaat 1 to 2


� Shaykh Badr al Badr mentions in his checking that this is a weak hadeeth.


However there is a hadeeth of ibn Mas’ood where the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


Whoever recites a letter from the Book of Allaah, then there will be for him one good deed. And one good deed will receive ten times its like. I do not say that Alif.Laam. Meem. is one letter -  but rather Alif is one letter, Laam is one letter and Meem is one letter.


Reported by at Tirmidhee, and its chain is hasan (good).


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad and by Muslim (798) from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah.





