3
الْحَمْدُ لِلَّهِ
All praise is for Allaah

Q1. Why does the imaam then say ‘alhamdulillaah’?

He does this following the example of Allaah who began His Book in this way, and the example of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam who would begin his speech with the praise of Allaah.
And al hamd means ath thanaa (praise) -  so He is praised for His Self, His Names, His Attributes and His Actions.

Q2. Why does the imaam prefix the hamd of Allaah with al?

This is done for the purposes of al istighraaq (to show that the hamd is all inclusive) – meaning that all praises are for Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.
Q3. What is the difference between shukr and hamd?

Hamd (praise) is more general than shukr (thanks).

Thanks are given in return for actions only -  whereas praise is more extensive than this and is given on account of His Self and His Names and Attributes and Actions.

4
اَلْمَحْمُودِ بِكُلِّ لِسَان
The One who is praised in every tongue
Q1. What is the meaning of this phrase of the imaam’s?

It means that Allaah is the One who is praised – subhaanahu wa ta’aala  - in every language from the languages which He has taught to His creation.

Q2. Are we able to understand the praising of Allaah that all of the Creation makes?

No, there is some praising of Allaah made by the creation that we do not understand, as occurs in the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

There is nothing except that it declares Allaah’s perfection and praises Him.

However you do not understand their tasbeeh (declarations of His Perfection).

Indeed He is the Haleem (the forbearing One), the Ghafoor (the One who forgives extensively).


5
اَلْمَعْبُودِ فِي كُلِّ زَمَانٍ
The One who is worshipped at every time

Q1. What is the meaning of this phrase of the imaam’s?

This means that Allaah (the Perfect and Most High) is the One who deserves all worship, always and forever, and His creation will continue to worship Him until the Last Hour is established.

No time will be devoid of the worshippers of Allaah, who worship Him and make the tawheed of Him in worship – up and until the establishment of the Hour.

Q2. Is there any place where Allaah is not worshipped?

No, there is no place where Allaah is not worshipped. He is worshipped in the Heavens and upon the Earth.

He is the ilaah (the One worshipped) in the Heavens and He is the One worshipped upon the Earth.


Q3. Are there any places where the worship of Allaah is more virtuous than other places?

Worship of Allaah is not specific to one place.

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

The earth has been made for me a place of prayer and a place of purification…

However Allaah has particularised certain places of worship with extra virtue for His worship. But together with this, Allaah is still worshipped in every place in His Heaven and in His Earth.
6
اَلَّذِي لا يَخْلُو مِنْ عِلْمِهِ مَكَانٌ
The One Who is such that no place is devoid of His Knowledge 

Q1. When Allaah says that He is with us wherever we are, does this mean He is with us in terms of His Dhaat (Self) or His Knowledge?

It means that Allaah is with us in terms of His Knowledge.

Allaah, the Most High says:

Do you not see that Allaah knows whatever is in the Heavens and whatever is in the Earth?

There is not a secret gathering of three people, except that He is their fourth.

Nor of five, except that He is their sixth.

Nor less than that, nor more than that except that He is with them wherever they are.

Then He will inform them on the Day of Resurrection of what they did.

Indeed Allaah fully knows everything.

And He, the Most High says:

He (Allaah) is the One who created the Heavens and the Earth in six days then He ascended over the Throne.

He knows whatever enters into the Earth and whatever comes out of it.

And whatever descends from the heavens and whatever ascends to them.

And He is with you wherever you are.

And Allaah sees whatever you do.

Q2. Since when has Allaah had knowledge of everything?

He has always had knowledge of everything – and He will always have this knowledge. His knowledge is an Attribute which has always been and always will be His Attribute.

Q3. What proofs does the shaykh quote to show that nothing escapes Allaah’s knowledge?

The statement of Allaah, the Most High:

Nothing whatsoever is hidden from Allaah in the earth or in the heavens.

And the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

Knower of the Hidden and the Unseen;  not even an atom’s weight in the heavens or in the earth escapes Him – nor even smaller than that nor larger than that, except that it is contained in a clear book.

Q4. Where is Allaah’s dhaat and how is this different from where Allaah’s ilm is?

Allaah’s Dhaat (Self) is High and above the Heavens.

His Knowledge is in every place, such that no place is without it.

7
ولا يشغله شأن عن شأن
One affair does not preoccupy Him away from another affair

Q1.  What examples of Allaah’s actions does the shaykh mention here?

Allaah creates and provides sustenance, He gives life and He gives death, He gives honour and He humiliates, He gives poverty and He gives riches – He controls the affairs of His created beings. He does all of these things, and doing one thing does not preoccupy Him away from doing another one at the same time.

Q2. In what way is the creation different from the Creator in this matter?

When one of the creation is occupied with one matter, he cannot occupy himself with another action at the same time. 

Q3. What two attributes of Allaah are mentioned by the shaykh in the context of this point?

The shaykh mentions that one action does not preoccupy Allaah away from another action due to the perfection of Allaah’s qudrah (ability) and the perfection of His ‘ilm (knowledge).
8
جل عن الأشباه والأنداد
He is far greater than having things which resemble Him or having equals

Q1. What is the meaning of the word جل (jalla)?

It means: He is tremendously great.

Q2. What is the meaning of the word الأشباه (ashbaah)?

It means: things which resemble Him. So nothing from His creation resembles Him.

Q3. What is the meaning of the word  والأنداد (andaad)?

It is the plural of nidd and it also means: something which resembles Him.
Q4. What important aayah is quoted by the shaykh here?

The shaykh quotes the aayah:

ليس كمثله شيء وهو السميع البصير
There is nothing like Him, and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing.

9
وتنزه عن الصاحبة والأولاد
He is free from having any wife or children

Q1. What is the meaning of الصاحبة  (saahibah)?

It means: a wife.

Q2. Why is Allaah glorified above and far removed from having a الصاحبة (saahibah) and الأولاد (awlaad)?

He is free from having any wife or children due to His total independence from His creation. 

This is because no one needs a wife or children except a created being, due to his weakness and his need to have someone to help him.

Q3. Which people attribute offspring to Allaah?

The shaykh mentions:

The Christians, those who say that the Maseeh (referring to ‘Eesaa) is the son of Allaah.

The Jews, those who say that ‘Uzayr is the son of Allaah.

The people of Jaahiliyyah from the mushrikoon who say that the angels are the daughters of Allaah.
Q4. What does Allaah tell us about the heavens, the earth and the mountains in the aayaat from Soorah Maryam (19) that the shaykh quotes?

He, the most High, says:

They said: Ar Rahmaan has begotten a son.

Indeed you (people who say that) have committed a great evil.

On account of it, the heavens almost tear apart and the earth almost splits apart and the mountains almost split apart – that they claim that ar Rahmaan has taken a son!

It is not befitting that ar Rahmaan should take a son.

Indeed everyone from the heavens and the earth will come on the Day of Resurrection to ar Rahmaan as a slave.

He has enumerated and counted them fully. Each and every one of them will come to Him on the Day of Resurrection alone.

10
ونفذ حكمه في جميع العباد
His decree is in force upon all of the servants

Q1. What is intended by the word حكم  (hukm) in this phrase?

It means: His qadaa (preordainment) and His qadr (predecree).
Q2. Which of the creation can oppose and withstand the حكم  (hukm) of Allaah mentioned here?

No one can do this, regardless of whether they be a believer or a disbeliever, the animate or the inanimate.

11
لا تمثله العقول بالتفكير ولا تتوهمه القلوب بالتصوير
Intellects cannot think of any likeness for Him, and souls cannot imagine any image of Him

Q1. What is it impermissible (and impossible) to do, as mentioned by Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah in this point?

It is not permissible or possible for anyone to imagine an image for Allaah, that He looks like such and such.

12
ليس كمثله شيء وهو السميع البصير

There is nothing like Him, and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing
Q1. Whom is refuted in the statement of Allaah ليس كمثله شيء (laysa ka mithlihi shay’)?

It is a refutation of those who try to say that anything is like Allaah -  since there is no one who is like Him and no one who resembles Him and no one who is equal to Him.

Q2. What language point is made with regards to the word شيء (shay’)?

The word شيء meaning ‘a thing’ is used in the indefinite form – i.e. a thing rather than the thing. 

When the indefinite noun is used in the context of a denial (there is not a thing….), it makes it general – i.e. there is not a single thing like Him.

Q3. What two attributes are contained in the part of the aayah وهو السميع البصير (wa huwa as samee’ al baseer)?

This contains the attributes of as sam’  (hearing) and al basr (seeing).

Q4. What is the significance of the fact that Allaah says that He is  السميع(as samee’) and البصير  (al baseer)?
The fact that Allaah affirms that He affirms the Attributes of hearing and seeing for Himself, as well as denying any likeness for Himself proves that affirming the Attributes of Allaah does not necessitate tashbeeh (likening Allaah to His creation).

For even if the names of these Attributes – such as hearing, seeing, speech, ability, face, two hands, etc – are present amongst the creation as well as the Creator, it does not necessitate that the reality and how these attributes are the same for the creation as they are for the Creator.

� And shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah explains that this phrase means: 


perfect and complete praise are deserved by Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, alone, having no partner.


� Soorah al Israa (17) aayah 44


� ‘Eesaa ibn ‘Ubayd reports that he heard ‘Ikrimah rahimahumullaah say: ‘Let one of you not find fault with his riding beast or his thawb for indeed every single thing makes tasbeeh with His praise.’ (Tafseer at Tabaree)


� Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayah 84


� Qataadah rahimahullaah said with regards to this aayah: ‘He (Allaah) is worshipped in the heaven, and He is worshipped in the Earth.’ (Tafseer at Tabaree)  - and this statement from Qataadah refutes what some misguided people say about this aayah when they say that Allaah’s Dhaat is in the Heaven and in the Earth.


� Taken from a hadeeth of Jaabir ibn ‘Abdillaah radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa, reported by al Bukhaaree(335), Muslim and others.


� Soorah al Mujaadilah (58) aayah 7


� Soorah al Hadeed (57) aayah 4


� Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 5


� Soorah Saba (34) aayah 3


� Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11


� Soorah Maryam (19) aayaat 88 to 95


� Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


‘So there is nothing that resembles Allaah, azza wa jall, because that which resembles a deficient thing is itself deficient. Rather even seeking a comparison between a deficient thing and a perfect thing renders the perfect thing deficient! Just as is said:





Do you not see that the power of the sword decreases


when it is said that the sword is indeed sharper than the stick?


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p91)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah with regards to the statement of Allaah, the Most High:


And He is the all Hearing, the all Seeing.


Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 11


‘He (Allaah) affirms hearing and seeing for Himself subhaanahu wa ta’aala, in order to explain His perfect nature, and (to explain) the deficiency of the idols which are worshipped besides Him. For the idols which are worshipped besides Allaah ta’aala cannot hear… and nor do they see.’


 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p92)
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