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وهذا هو الكتاب العربي الذي قال فيه الذين كفروا
‏‏لن نؤمن بهذا القرآن
And this is the Arabic book about which those who disbelieved said:

We will never believe in this Qur’aan.
 

Q1. What evil characteristics of the people who made this statement are shown by this statement of theirs?

This was a case of ‘inaad (obstinate rejection) and mukaabarah (arrogance).
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وقال بعضهم
‏‏إن هذا إلا قول البشر
فقال الله سبحانه‏ ‏سأصليه سقر‏ 

And one of them said:

This is nothing but the saying of a man.

And Allaah, the Perfect, said:

I shall enter him into the scorching fire.

Q1. To whom do these aayaat refer?

They refer to al Waleed ibn al Mugheerah al Makhzoomi, one of the severest opponents of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in Makkah.
Q2. With what was he threatened and why?

Allaah threatened him by saying:

I shall enter him into the scorching fire. And what will make you know what the scorching fire is? It does not let him remain (without burning and consuming him) and it does not let him die.

Allaah issued this threat because al Waleed made the statement that the Qur’aan was the speech of a man whilst knowing that this was not the case and whilst knowing that it was in fact the Speech of Allaah.

Q3. How were his actions affected by the attitudes of his people?

Al Waleed had already acknowledged that the Qur’aan could not possibly be the speech of a man. But when he saw how his people turned against him and how they rebuked him, then he declared outwardly to them:

This is nothing but the saying of a man.

So Allaah said about him:

He (al Waleed) thought and he plotted. So cursed is he – how he plotted!

Then cursed is he – how he plotted!

Then he thought about it.

Then he frowned and he scowled. Then he turned away from believing and arrogantly rejected. Then he said, “This
 is nothing but sorcery taken from others! This is nothing but the saying of a man.
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وقال بعضهم هو شعر
فقال الله تعالى ‏وما علمناه الشعر وما ينبغي له إن هو إلا ذكر وقرآن مبين
And some of them said, “It is poetry!”

And Allaah, the Most High, said:

And We did not teach him poetry, nor would it have been befitting for him.

It is just a reminder and a clear Qur’aan.

Q1. Was the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam known to be a person of poetry?
No, he was not a poet nor was he known by others to be a poet or a person who spoke with poetry. So how could this Qur’aan which he brought be poetry? Therefore this accusation of the mushriks was a clear lie.
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فلما نفى الله عنه أنه شعر وأثبته قرآنا لم يبق شبهة لذي لب في أن القرآن هو هذا الكتاب العربي الذي هو كلمات وحروف وآيات
So then Allaah negated its being poetry, and He affirmed its being Qur’aan – then there remains no doubt for the person possessing intellect that the Qur’aan is this Arabic book which is words and letters and aayaat
Q1. What conclusion must the person of sound mind and intellect come to about the Qur’aan?

They must realize that this Qur’aan is the Speech of Allaah, and not the speech of anyone else. And as for anyone reciting it, or writing it down, or memorizing it, then it is still the Speech of Allaah which they are reciting or writing or memorizing.
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لأن ما ليس كذلك لا يقول أحد إنه شعر
وقال عز وجل ‏وإن كنتم في ريب مما نزلنا على عبدنا فأتوا بسورة من مثله 
Since that which is not like this (words, letters, and aayaat) – it cannot be said about it: It is poetry.

And Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, said:

And if you are in any doubt about that which We sent down to Our slave,

Then bring a soorah like it.

Q1. Whom does this aayah address?

And if you are in any doubt…

And this is referring to the kuffaar.

Q2. How does Shaykh al Fawzaan explain each part of this aayah from Soorah al Baqarah?
about that which We sent down to Our slave…

 - referring to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and the Qur’aan that We revealed to him

then bring a soorah of the like thereof; and call your witnesses besides Allaah….

 - then seek the aid of whomsoever you wish to witness along with you and to aid you
 if you are truthful….

- in your claim that the Qur’aan is from the speech of a man
And if you do not do it – and you will never be able to do it…

- and you will never be able to do this in the future, up until the Day of Judgement, so know that it is the Speech of Allaah and that you have lied against Allaah and His Messenger!
  - then fear the Fire whose fuel is men and stones, which has been prepared for the kaafireen.

- since this is the recompense for those who obstinately, arrogantly and knowingly reject the aayaat of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, and who dispute concerning that.
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ولا يجوز أن يتحداهم بالإتيان بمثل ما لا يدرى ما هو ولا يعقل ‏.‏
And it would not be correct to challenge them to bring the like of something which they do not know or understand

Q1. How did Allaah make the challenge to the Arab mushriks appropriate for them?

Allaah only challenged them with something that was of the same type as their speech
, having letters, words and sentences like their speech, with meanings that they knew and constructions that they were aware of – for these people were Arabs who spoke Arabic clearly and eloquently.

So the Qur’aan used letter and words from their own language with meanings that they understood, since it was in their language that they spoke to one another in.

Q2. What would have been the consequences if the Qur’aan had been revealed to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in a language other than Arabic?

And if We had sent it down to any of the non Arabs, and he had recited it to them, they would not have believed in it.

And if We had sent it down as a non Arabic Qur’aan, then the people would have said, “If only its verses were clearly explained! What is this  - a non Arabic Book sent down to an Arab!??”

Q3. What then prevented the Arabs from bringing the like of this Qur’aan?

Since the Qur’aan was in their language, using words and letters and constructions that they knew and understood, then their inability to bring the like of it was only due to the Qur’aan’s being a miracle and being the Speech of Allaah.

So it was and continues to be something inimitable which no one can bring the like of it.
Q4. The Qur’aan resembles the speech of which human?
Since it is from the Speech of Allaah, which is one of His Attributes, it does not resemble the speech of any of the creation.

Allaah tells us:

There is nothing like Him, and He is the all Hearing, the All Seeing.

So none of the Attributes of Allaah (and this includes His Speech) resemble the attributes of any of the creation.
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وقال تعالى ‏وإذا تتلى عليهم آياتنا بينات قال الذين لا يرجون لقاءنا ائت بقرآن غير هذا أو بدله قل ما يكون لي أن أبدله من تلقاء نفسي‏
‏  فأثبت أن القرآن هو الآيات التي تتلى عليهم ‏.‏
And He the Most High said:

And when Our clear aayaat are recited to them, then those who have no hope in the meeting with Us say,

“Bring us another Qur’aan besides this one – or change it!”

Say:

“It is not for me to change it of my own accord.”

So He affirmed that the Qur’aan is the aayaat which is recited to them.

 ?آياتنا بينات Q1. What is the meaning of
Our aayaat  - this refers to the aayaat of the Qur’aan.

Clear – this refers to their being clear in their wordings, their meaning and in what they indicate. They do not contain any ambiguity or obscurity.
Q2. What did the mushriks tell the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to do here?

Those who did not believe in the Resurrection and in the Accounting of Deeds told the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam “Bring something other than this Qur’aan, and then we will accept Islaam and believe! We are ready to accept Islaam if you bring us something other than this Qur’aan.”

This was because they thought that the Qur’aan was from the speech of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
Q3. What was the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam told to say in response?

He was told to say:

“It is not for me to change it of my own accord.”

Meaning: ‘I am just one who conveys. And as for the One who can change it or abrogate it and abrogate from it whatever He wishes, then that is Allaah, the Majestic and Most High.”

Q4. What was the role of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in the transmission of the Qur’aan?

He was merely one who conveyed and followed and who acted as an intermediary between the people and Allaah, as Allaah told him to say:

I only follow that which was sent as Revelation to me. I fear that if I were to disobey my Lord, the Punishment of a Tremendous Day.

And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not act independently with regards to the Qur’aan – rather he just conveyed it just as it had come to him from Allaah.
And if he (Muhammad) had invented any false sayings against Us, We would have seized him with power. And then We would have cut off his aorta.

Q5. Why was the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam told to tell the mushriks that he had spent much time amongst them before the advent of Prophethood?
Say: If Allaah had willed, I would not have recited it to you and nor would He have made it known to you. Indeed I lived amongst you for forty years previously. Will you not understand?

So he was in Makkah for forty years before Prophethood and the people knew him well. They did not know him to have studied nor traveled and learned in another town. The people knew his trustworthiness, and his manners and behaviour.

And during all those forty years, he did not speak to them with anything from the Qur’aan.

When Allaah wished to raise him as a Messenger, then He revealed this Qur’aan to him, and he conveyed it just as it had come.

So what prevented Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to not speak with the Qur’aan for all those forty years, and then to suddenly start speaking with it then if it really were his speech and not the Speech of Allaah?
� Soorah Saba (34) aayah 31


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah mentions in his tafseer of this aayah that it refers to the mushrikoon  from the Arabs who stated that they would never believe in the Qur’aan which Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came with, nor in the book brought by other than him from before him. And this was the tafseer of Qataadah rahimahullaah.


� Soorah al Muddath-thir (74) aayah 25


� Soorah al Muddath-thir (74) aayah 26


� Soorah al Muddath-thir (74) aayaat 26 to 28


� Soorah al Muddath-thir (74) aayah 25


� Referring to the Qur’aan.


� Soorah al Muddath-thir (74) aayaat 18 to 25


� Soorah YaaSeen (36) aayah 69


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 23


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayaat 23 to 24


� Referring here to His challenge to them to bring something like the Qur’aan if these mushriks were indeed truthful.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:


The Qur’aan is letter and words, and the author rahimahullaah mentioned eight evidences for this:


1) That the kuffaar said: Indeed it is poetry! And it is impossible for it to be described with this unless it is letters and words.


2) That Allaah challenged those who rejected it (the Qur’aan) to bring the like of it – and if it were not letters and words, then this would not be an reasonable challenge. For a challenge cannot occur except with something known, where it is known what it is.


3) That Allaah informed that the Qur’aan is recited to them:


And when Our clear aayaat are recited to them, then those who have no hope in the meeting with Us say,


“Bring us another Qur’aan besides this one – or change it!”


Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 15


And nothing is recited except that which is letters and words.


4) That Allaah informed that it is preserved in the chests of the people of knowledge and written in al lawh ul mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet).


No, but it is clear aayaat in the chests of those who have been given knowledge.


Soorah al ‘Ankaboot (29) aayah 49


That this is a Noble Qur’aan. In a Book well guarded (al lawh ul mahfoodh) . None shall touch it except the purified.


Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayaat 77 to 79


And nothing can be preserved or written except that it is letters and words.


5) The statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:


Whoever recites the Qur’aan and recites it correctly, then there is for him ten good deeds for every letter, and whoever recites it and makes grammatical mistakes in it, then there is for him a good deed for every letter…


(This hadeeth is reported by at Tabaraanee in al Awsat and he declares it to be weak.)


6) The statement of Aboo Bakr and ‘Umar: To recite the Qur’aan correctly is more beloved to us than to memorise some of its letters.


(This statement is weak, as mentioned by Shaykh Badr al Badr in his notes to Lum’ah ul I’tiqaad)


7) The statement of ‘Alee radi Allaahu ‘anhu : Whoever disbelieves in one letter from it, then he has indeed disbelieved in all of it.


8) The complete consensus of the Muslims – as the author reports – that whoever rejects a Soorah from it or an aayah or a word or a letter is a kaafir.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at ul i’tiqaad p34 - 35)





� Soorah ash Shu’araa (26) aayaat 198 to 199


� Soorah Fussilat (41) aayah 44


� Soorah ash Shooraa (41) aayah 11


� Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 15


� Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 15


� Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 15


� Soorah al Haaqqah(69) aayaat 44-46


� Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 16





