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فيه محكم ومتشابه
وناسخ ومنسوخ
It contains the muhkam (that which is immediately clear)

and the mutashaabih (that which requires other aayaat to clarify its meaning)

and the naasikh (that which abrogates)

and the mansookh (that which is abrogated).
Q1. Who rejects naskh ?
This is done by the Jews and those who are like them.

Q2. How does the concept of abrogation demonstrate the wisdom of Allaah?

Allaah legislates something at one particular time for the welfare of the people at that time, then their condition changes and their need for that comes to an end, so then Allaah abrogates that which came beforehand with a new ruling.

Allaah states:

Whatever aayah We abrogate or cause to be forgotten, then We bring one better than it or one like it. Do you not know that Allaah has full ability over all things?

Q3. What is the meaning of naskh ?

The scholars of usool ul fiqh define it as:
The taking away of a ruling which was confirmed by a textual proof, and its replacement by another ruling which is established by a later evidence – this being proved by an evidence which comes later on.
Q4. How do the aayaat from Soorah al Baqarah mentioned by the Shaykh here (2:240 and 2:234) provide an example for naskh ?

And those of you who die and leave behind wives should bequeath for their wives a year’s maintenance and residence without their being turned out.

So the ‘iddah (waiting period for the woman after the death of her spouse before she can remarry) was a whole year to begin with. And then Allaah, the Most High, abrogated it, with His saying:

And those of you who die and leave behind wives, then they (the wives) should wait for four months and ten days.

Q5. What other example of naskh does the Shaykh bring?
The Muslims used to pray at the beginning of Islaam towards bayt ul maqdis (Jerusalem); this was then abrogated and changed to praying towards the Noble Ka’bah.
142
وخاص وعام
And (the Qur’aan contains) the khaas (specific)

 and the ‘aam (general)

Q1. What is the meaning of each of these two words?

The ‘aam text is a comprehensive wording that covers all individual cases.

The khaas text is the wording specific to one group.

An example of this is the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

Mankind is truly in loss.

This is a wording general to all of mankind. But then Allaah specifies an exception by saying:

…except for those who have eemaan.

And the general text is taken and understood in the light of the specific.
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وأمر ونهي
And (the Qur’aan contains) amr (commands)

and nahee (prohibitions)

Q1. What is an amr, as mentioned by the imaam here?

It is the request for an action, such as in the saying of Allaah:
And establish the prayer and give the zakaat.

So this aayah contains a request for the prayer and a request for the zakaat.

Q2. What is a nahee ?

It is a request for withholding, such as in the saying of Allaah:
And do not come close to zinaa (fornication).

Q3. Why does Allaah state in Soorah al Israa (17:32) “Do not come close to zinaa ” ?

This aayah contains a prohibition of the means leading to fornication with regards to looking and uncovering the private parts, and being in seclusion with a non related woman, and a woman’s travelling on a journey without a mahram. All of these would be means leading to fornication.

And Allaah did not say, “Do not commit fornication” here. For when something is forbidden and the means leading to it are also forbidden, then that is more effective and far reaching that merely forbidding the thing itself alone. 

Q4. What explanation does the Shaykh give of the quote from Soorah al Baqarah (2:188) ?
And do not devour each other’s property unjustly.

This is a prohibition, with the meaning that some of you should not devour the property of other unjustly i.e. in other than a legislated manner and without the permission of the person who owns the property.
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لا يأتيه الباطل من بين يديه ولا من خلفه تنزيل من حكيم حميد
Falsehood does not approach it (the Qur’aan) from before it or from behind it. 

It was sent down by One All Wise, One deserving of all praise.

Q1. What explanation does the Shaykh give for this aayah from Soorah Fussilat (41:42)?

Allaah says in the previous aayah:

Those who disbelieved in the dhikr (reminder) when it came to them. And it is certainly a Mighty Book.

The meaning of Mighty Book is: strongly protected and no one is able to reach it in order to alter it.
And the aayah that the Imaam quotes from Soorah Fussilat - 

Falsehood does not approach it (the Qur’aan) from before it or from behind it. 

It was sent down by One All Wise, One deserving of all praise.

 - shows that there was nothing that came before the Qur’aan nor after it which can show it to be a lie.
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قل لئن اجتمعت الإنس والجن على أن يأتوا بمثل هذا القرآن لا يأتون بمثله ولو كان بعضهم لبعض ظهيرا
Say: If mankind and the jinn were to unite to produce the like of this Qur’aan, they could not produce its like, even if they helped each other.

Q1. What kind of accusations did the enemies of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam make against the Qur’aan?

They made statements about the Qur’aan such as:

This is just the stories of the ancient people which he has copied! Nothing actually came down to him from Allaah. Rather it is just fables!

And others said:

This Qur’aan is poetry.

And others said:

This Qur’aan is sihr (sorcery).

And others stated:

And if I so wished, then I could bring the like of what Allaah has sent down!

And they said that the Qur’aan was from Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

This is just the saying of a man!

And those who disbelieved said: This is just a lie which he invented, and some other people helped him upon it. Then they had come with something unjust and a lie.

And they (also) said: It is tales of the ancient people which he has written down, and it is dictated to you morning and evening.

Q2. How did Allaah respond to them?

Allaah challenged them by telling them to bring the like of this Qur’aan – for indeed these people claimed that the Qur’aan was from the speech of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and he was a human like these people were. And the Qur’aan was composed of letter and words and aayaat in the language that these people spoke to each other in.

And these people were not able to bring the like of the Qur’aan.
Q3. When was this verse from Soorah al Israa revealed?

Say: If mankind and the jinn were to unite to produce the like of this Qur’aan, they could not produce its like, even if they helped each other.

This aayah was revealed whilst the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was in Makkah before the migration to Madeenah and when he had neither power nor state nor strength.

Yet despite that he issued the people with this challenge, and they were unable to rise to the challenge.
Q4. What challenge does Allaah issue in Soorah Hood in this regard?

Since the mushriks were unable to rise to the challenge of bringing the like of the Qur’aan, Allaah then challenged them to bring only ten soorahs.
Or do they say: He invented it?

Say: Then bring ten soorahs like it which have been invented and call whomsoever you can besides Allaah…

And the mushriks were not able to do this either.

Q5. What challenge does Allaah issue in Soorah al Baqarah in this regard?

He challenged them to bring a single soorah like that of the Qur’aan:

And if you are in any doubt about that which We have sent down to Our slave then bring a soorah of the like thereof; and call your witnesses  (to bear witness that what you have brought is truly like the Qur’aan) besides Allaah, if you are truthful.

Q6. What is shown by the complete inability of the enemies of Islaam to rise to this challenge?

This makes it clear that the Qur’aan is the Speech of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High.
For had it been from the Speech of a man, then they would have been able to bring the like of it.
Q7. What is the most tremendous of the miracles given to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

It is the Qur’aan. And this is a miracle which remains throughout the ages.
Q8. What is the proof that no one will ever be able to compose anything to match the Qur’aan?

And if you are in any doubt about that which We have sent down to Our slave then bring a soorah of the like thereof; and call your witnesses  (to bear witness that what you have brought is truly like the Qur’aan) besides Allaah, if you are truthful. 

And if you do not do it – and you will never be able to do it  - then fear the Fire whose fuel is men and stones, which has been prepared for the kaafireen.

And the challenge stands until the Day of Resurrection.
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