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وهو سور محكمات
And it is perfect and precise soorahs 

Q1. Is the basmalah found at the beginning of every soorah?

The basmalah  - referring to the phrase bismillaah ir rahmaan ir raheem (in the Name of Allaah, the Extremely Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy) – is an aayah from the Qur’aan.

It acts to separate one soorah from the next and is found at the beginning of every soorah except for Soorah at Tawbah (the 9th soorah).
Q2. How many soorahs are there in the Qur’aan?

There are 114 soorahs.

Q3. What is a soorah?

A soorah is a section of the Qur’aan which begins with the basmalah. Linguistically, it means something which is protected and raised.

So the soorahs of the Qur’aan are given this name because of their elevated station and because of their being impregnable and immune from anyone adding to them, taking away from them or distorting them.
Q4. Is the Qur’aan mahfoodh ? 

Yes, the Qur’aan is mahfoodh (protected) and remains just as it was when it was revealed to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. Allaah has guaranteed that He will guard and protect it.

We have indeed sent down the Reminder and We will certainly protect it.
 

Q5. When will the enemies of Islaam be able to change the Qur’aan?

They will never be able to change the Qur’aan, add to it or take from it, despite the great number of enemies of Islaam who have hatred (for it). And this is from the aayaat (signs) of Allaah, subhaanahu wa ta’aala.
Q6. Who was Musaylamah and how did Allaah deal with him?

This fool and liar used to claim that the Qur’aan would come down to him, so Allaah exposed him and humiliated him – and he has subsequently come to be known as Musaylamah al kadh-dhaab (the great liar).

And this is the punishment for the one who tries to alter the Qur’aan – that he be exposed and humiliated, and that he become a laughing stock in the eyes of the people. And then Allaah will destroy him.

Q7. What is the meaning of محكمات ?

It has the meaning of perfect and precise. So all of the Qur’aan is muhkam in the sense that it is perfect and precise.
Q8. Why does the Shaykh quote the aayah from Soorah Hood (11:1)?

This is a Book whose aayaat are muhkam (precise and perfect) then explained in detail.

So all of the Qur’aan is muhkam i.e. precise and perfect.
Q9. What point does the Shaykh prove by quoting the aayah from Soorah az Zumar (39: 23)?


Allaah sent down the best of speech, a Book which is mutashaabih (a Book whose parts resemble each other).

So all the Qur’aan is mutashaabih in the sense that each part of it resembles the rest in beauty, truthfulness and sweetness of wording.

Q10. What explanation does the Shaykh give of muhkam and mutashaabih based on the aayah from Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3:7)?

There is another meaning to these words.

The Qur’aan has parts which are muhkam and those which are mutashaabih, meaning “that which is clear and apparent” and “that which requires further clarification” respectively.

So those parts which are muhkam do not require anything further to explain their meaning. And those which are mutashaabih have a general wording and need something else to explain them.

So in one sense all of the Qur’aan can be called muhkam
 and all of it is mutashaabih. 
And in another sense, part of the Qur’aan can be called muhkam and some of it can be termed mutashaabih.
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وآيات بينات
And clear aayaat

Q1. What is the meaning of aayah in the linguistic sense?

It means “a sign”.

Q2.  Why are the aayaat  of the Qur’aan so called?

This is because they are indications and signs of the greatness of Allaah.

Q3. How does the Shaykh subdivide the types of aayah ?

He divides them into two types:

a) the aayah which are recited (i.e. the aayaat of the Qur’aan) 
b) the aayah which are created

Q4. Are the sun and moon aayaat? If so, then why?
They are examples of the second type of aayah, the aayah makhlooq (created aayah). They are signs and indications of the ability of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High.
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وحروف وكلمات
And letters and words

Q1. How many huroof are there?

There are twenty eight huroof (letters) of the Arabic alphabet. 

And al harf (letter) means the cut off edge of something because letters are cut off i.e. they do not have any meaning in and of themselves unless they are assembled with other letters.
Q2. How is the Qur’aan structured with regards to huroof and kalimaat and aayaat and suwar?
The Qur’aan is letters, words, aayaat and suwar (soorahs).

The letters make up the words of the Qur’aan.

From these words, the aayaat of the Qur’aan are made up.
The soorahs of the Qur’aan are composed of these aayaat.

And the Qur’aan is composed of these soorahs.
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من قرأه فأعربه فله بكل
حرف عشر حسنات
Whoever recites it correctly, 

then he will receive ten good deeds for every letter

Q1. What is the meaning of فأعربه ?

This means that the reciter recites the Qur’aan with correct recitation which does not contain any grammatical mistakes.
Q2. What is the reward of the person who recites one letter of the Qur’aan? Does the reward vary according to the proficiency of the person in reciting?
The person who recites one letter of the Qur’aan will receive ten good deeds.

Whoever recites it with a recitation that is not precise and correct because he is not able to do so, will also receive a reward but less so than the reciter who has a recitation which is precise and correct.

The person who is a skilled reciter of the Qur’aan will be with the noble angels who are scribes. And the person who recites the Qur’aan and stumbles with it and it is difficult for him will receive two rewards.
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له أول وآخر
It has a beginning and an end

Q1. What is the meaning of this phrase?
Its beginning refers to Soorah al Faatihah (the first soorah) and its end is Soorah an Naas (the 114th soorah).
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وأجزاء وأبعاض
 And sections and parts

Q1. What is the meaning of أجزاء ?

The Qur’aan has 30 parts, each juz’  being of ten double pages.

Q2. What is the meaning of حزب in this context?
It means the amount that the reciter would recite in the Night Prayer.
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متلو بالألسنة
محفوظ في الصدور
مسموع بالآذان
مكتوب في المصاحف
It is recited with the tongues,

preserved in the chests,

heard with the ears,

written in the mus-hafs.
Q1. Is the Qur’aan still the Speech of Allaah in all these circumstances?

Yes, it is the Speech of Allaah jalla wa ‘alaa, whether it be recited or written or preserved in the chests of people.
Q2. How can we understand the reciter’s recitation of the Qur’aan to be the Speech of Allaah?

When he recites, then he is reciting only the Speech of Allaah, but the voice is the voice of the reciter and that is created. 

However that which he recites is the Speech of Allaah, and that is not created.

Q3. Similarly, how can we understand the mus-haf  that we possess to be the Speech of Allaah?

That which is written is the Speech of Allaah, its letters and its meanings.

However the pages and the ink and the writing are from the actions of humans so they are created.
Q4. What is the meaning of umm ul kitaab in the aayah quoted from Soorah az Zukhruf (43:4)?
And it is contained in the umm ul kitaab (the foundation of the book) with Us. Indeed it is exalted, full of wisdom.

And this umm ul kitaab refers to al lawh ul mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet). So this Preserved Tablet with which Allaah wrote the decreed measures of all the created things. And the Qur’aan is contained within this Preserved Tablet.

� Soorah al Hijr (15) aayah 9


� At Tabaree mentions in his Tafseer that Qataadah rahimahullaah stated about the statement of Allaah:


..and We will certainly protect it…


Soorah al Hijr (15) aayah 9


(protect it) from Shaytaan adding (something) false and futile to it or taking away (something) true from it.





And at Tabaree also explains that it has been said that in the statement


..and We will certainly protect it/him…


Soorah al Hijr (15) aayah 9


 - what is protected may also mean Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, such that the phrase would mean “and We will certainly protect Muhammad from the one from his enemies who intends evil for him”.





� Soorah Hood (11) aayah 1


� Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 23


� At Tabaree mentions in his Tafseer that Qataadah rahimahullaah stated about this aayah:


The aayah resembles the aayah, and the letter resembles the letter.


And Sa'eed ibn Jubayr rahimahullaah stated about this aayah:


Part of it resembles other parts, and part of it attests to the truthfulness of other parts, and part of it corroborates other parts.


� See the questions relating to Box 24 for further information about this issue.


� As per the answer to question 8 of this section.


� As per the answer to question 9 of this section. 


� As mentioned in the previous paragraph (question 10).


� Allaah states in Soorah al ‘Ankaboot:


Rather it is aayaat bayyinaat (clear aayahs).


Soorah al ‘Ankaboot (29) aayah 49


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad and by Muslim (798) from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah.


� Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayah 4





