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ومن كلام الله سبحانه القرآن العظيم
And from the Speech of Allaah, the Perfect, is the Tremendous Qur’aan

Q1) Which category of Allaah’s Attributes does the Attribute of Speech come under?

It is a sifat fi’liyyah – an Attribute which is an action.

Q2. Which prophet, mentioned by the Shaykh here, was spoken to by Allaah without any intermediary?

It was Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam.

Q3. Is it correct to say that Allaah’s Speech is eternal in an unrestricted sense? If not, then what should be said instead?

No, it is not permissible to say that Allaah’s Speech is eternal in an unrestricted sense. Rather it is eternal in its type – i.e. Allaah has always had the attribute of Speech -  but it is newly occurring with regards to individual instances of His Speech.

Q4. Is Allaah’s Speech restricted to the Qur’aan only?

No, the Qur’aan is an individual instance of the Speech of Allaah.

His Speech in its entirety cannot be enumerated by other than Allaah Himself. 

Say: If the ocean were ink to write the words of my Lord, then the ocean would be exhausted before the words of my Lord were finished – even if We brought the like of it to replenish it.

And if whatever trees are on the Earth were to be made into pens and the ocean were ink to write down the words of Allaah , and then the ocean wee to be replenished seven times over, then the words of Allaah would still not be finished. Allaah is All Mighty, All Wise.

For Allaah creates by Speech, and gives provision by Speech and controls by Speech.

His Command is that whenever He wishes something, He says to it, “Be!” – and it is.

Q5. Who is ar rooh ul ameen referred to in the aayaat from Soorah ash Shu’araa mentioned by the Shaykh (26: 193 to 195)? Why is he called ameen?
Ar rooh ul ameen (the trustworthy spirit) descended with it. Upon your heart, so that you be one of the warners. In a clear Arabic tongue.

The spirit referred to here is Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam. 

He is described with trustworthiness because he was entrusted with the revelation of Allaah, and he did not add anything to that revelation nor take anything away from it. Rather he conveyed it just as Allaah commanded him.
Q6. What is the ‘chain of transmission’ by which the Qur’aan came to us?
 Jibreel took it from His Lord, conveyed it to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam who in turn conveyed it to his nation. And his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam nation reported it from him.
Q7. What would have happened to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam had he forged a lie against Allaah?
And if he (Muhammad) had made any false sayings against Us, We would have seized him with strength. And then We would have cut off his aorta.

So Allaah would have taken the severest revenge upon him had he falsely attributed anything to Allaah, the Majestic and Most High.
Q8. Why does the Shaykh mention the aayaat about ar rooh ul ameen and the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam here?

This is a declaration of the reliability of the chain of narration of the Qur’aan, for both Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam and Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam have been declared to have conveyed it from Allaah in a trustworthy manner.

Q9. Where do the Jahmiyyah claim that the Qur’aan originated?

These misguided people claim that the Qur’aan originated from al lawh ul mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet) – whereas the truth is that the Qur’aan originated from Allaah Himself.

Q10. What events occurring around the end of time are mentioned by the Shaykh here?

The Qur’aan will return to Allaah at the end of time, when action upon the Qur’aan is abandoned and it will be raised up from the copies of the Qur’aan and from the hearts of men. So nothing from the Qur’aan will be found upon the earth.
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وهو كتاب الله المبين
And it is the clear Book of Allaah 

Q1. Why is the Qur’aan called al kitaab ?

It is called the kitaab (Book) of Allaah because it is maktoob (written) in al lawh ul mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet) and it is maktoob in the written copies of the Qur’aan.
Q2. What other names of the Qur’aan are mentioned by the Shaykh here?

He mentions:

Al Quraan

Al Furqaan (the Criterion)
Adh Dhikr ul Hakeem (the Wise Reminder)

Al Hudaa (the Guidance)

Al Bayaan (the Clear Explanation)

Along with all the other names of the Tremendous Qur’aan.

Q3. What is the significance of the Qur’aan having many names?

That something has many names and attributes is a sign of its tremendousness.

Q4. Why is the Qur’aan called mubeen ?

It is called clear because it is clear, plain and distinct; and also because it makes clear those matters of this world and the next which mankind is in need of.
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المتين وحبله
And His Strong Rope

Q1. What is a habl ?
This means “rope” and it is that which the person clings to in order to attain salvation and security from great danger.

And cling all of you together to the Rope of Allaah, and do not separate away.

Q2. What is the habl ullaah ?

The Rope of Allaah has been explained as being the Qur’aan or Islaam.
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وصراطه المستقيم
And His Straight Path

Q1. What is a siraat?

It means “a pathway” in the Arabic language.

Q2. What explanations does the Shaykh give of as siraat ul mustaqeem? 
This occurs in aayaat such as:

Guide us upon as siraat al mustaqeem !

And this is My siraat mustaqeem (Straight Path)..

This phrase – meaning “the Straight Path” – can mean the Qur’aan or the Messenger or Islaam; and in fact all of these are true.
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وتنزيل رب العالمين
And it is the Revelation sent down by the Lord of all the creation

Q1. What aayah does the Shaykh quote where Allaah describes His Book with these words?

He mentions:

It is certainly revelation sent down by the Lord of all the creation.
The Trustworthy Spirit descended with it.

Upon your heart so that you should be one of the warners.

In a clear Arabic tongue.

Q2. What false belief of the Jahmiyyaah is mentioned by the Shaykh here?
He mentions their misguided belief that the Qur’aan is created.

Rather the truth is that the Qur’aan is revelation sent down from Allaah, and it is not created. Allaah spoke with the Qur’aan and He sent it down to His Messenger, with Jibreel as the intermediary.
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المرسلين نزل به الروح الأمين على قلب سيد
The trustworthy spirit brought it down 

to the heart of the chief of the messengers

Q1. Whose heart is referred to here?

Upon your heart...

This refers to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

Q2. How does the Shaykh describe the Qur’aan based on the aayah from Soorah al An’aam (6:19)?

And this Qur’aan has been sent as revelation to me so that I should warn with it and whomsoever it reaches.

He describes it as being hujjat ullaah (the Proof of Allaah) upon His servants. So whoever the Qur’aan reaches, with that person being able to understand it if he so wished, then the proof has been established upon him and he has no excuse.
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بلسان عربي مبين
In a clear Arabic language

Q1. What virtue of the Arabic language is mentioned here by the Shaykh?

He mentions that it is the most clear and eloquent of languages.

Q2. What virtue of the Quraysh is mentioned here by the Shaykh?

He mentions that it is the most clear and eloquent of the dialects of the Arabs.
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منزل غير مخلوق
It was sent down and it was not created

Q1. How does this statement refute the innovators?

The innovators claim that Jibreel took the Qur’aan from al lawh ul mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet). So this statement tells us that Jibreel took it from Allaah, and not from the Preserved Tablet.
Q2. What proofs does the Shaykh quote to affirm the statement of ibn Qudaamah rahimahullaah ?
This is the revelation of the Book - there is no doubt in it – from the Lord of the whole of the creation.

It is revelation from One who is All Wise, Deserving of all praise.

The revelation of the Book is from Allaah, the All Mighty, the All Knowing.

And these aayaat, and others, show that Jibreel took the Qur’aan from Allaah, the Majestic and Most High.
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منه بدأ وإليه يعود
It originated from Him and to Him it will return.

Q1. With whom did the Qur’aan originate? And, as the Shaykh mentions, where did it not originate?

It originated from Allaah
, and it did not originate from other than Him e.g. al lawh ul mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet), Muhammad or Jibreel ‘alaiyhimussalaatu was salaam.

� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





And there has occurred a great deal of differing in this issue (of the Qur’aan being the Speech of Allaah, the Most High), between the Mu’tazilah and the people of the Sunnah. And there has occurred a great deal of evil to the people of the Sunnah on account of it. From those who were harmed for the sake of Allaah in this was Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal rahimahullaah, the Imaam of the Sunnah – the one about whom some of the scholars stated:





Indeed Allaah the Perfect and Most High protected Islaam (or he said: helped it) with Aboo Bakr on the Day of Apostasy and with Imaam Ahmad on the Day of the Mihnah (Trial).





(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p360)


See “Foundations of the Sunnah”, published by Salafi Publications, for more details.


� See the questions relating to Boxes 120 and 124 for more information about this.


� See question 3 relating to Box 110 for more detail.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah after mentioning the trial of Imaam Ahmad who defended the belief of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah that the Qur’aan is the Speech of Allaah, not created:





…Talking about the Qur’aan is part of talking about the Speech of Allaah in general. 


However, when the trial (at the time of Imaam Ahmad) occurred with regards to it, and (this issue) became an area of differing between the Mu’tazilah and the ahl us sunnah, then the people devoted speech specifically to the statement about the Qur’aan.





(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p361)


� Soorah al Kahf (18) aayah 109


� Soorah Luqmaan (31) aayah 27


� Soorah YaaSeen (36) aayah 82


� Soorah ash Shu’araa (26) aayaat 193 to 195


� Soorah al Haaqqah(69) aayaat 44-46


� Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 103


� The Shaykh hafidhahullaah refers to a saying about the Qur’aan “It is the Strong Rope of Allaah”. Shaykh al Albaanee rahimahullaah declares this hadeeth to be da’eef (weak) in his checking of at Tirmidhee (2906). There are other proofs to show that the Qur’aan is the Strong Rope of Allaah, such as the hadeeth found in at Tirmidhee when the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam stated:





I am leaving amongst you that, which if you cling onto it, you will never go astray after me. One of these things is greater than the other: The Book of Allaah, which is the Rope of Allaah stretched from the heavens to the Earth…. (to the end of the hadeeth).





And Shaykh al Albaanee declared this narration to be saheeh (authentic).


� Soorah al Faatihah (1) aayah 6


� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 153


� Soorah ash Shu’araa (26) aayaat 192 to 195


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:


And the proof that it is not created is His Statement, He the Most High:





Is not for Him the khalq (Creation) and the amr (Command)?


Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 54


So He made the Command something other than the Creation – and the Qur’aan is from the Command as per His Statement, He the Most High:





And thus We have sent down to you a Rooh (an inspiration and a mercy) from Our amr (Command).


Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 52





That is the amr (Command) of Allaah, which He has sent down to you.


Soorah At Talaaq (65) aayah 5





And because the Speech of Allaah is an Attribute from His Attributes; and His Attributes are not created.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at ul i’tiqaad p33)





� Soorah ash Shu’araa (26) aayah 194


� Soorah Al An’aam (6) aayah 19


� Soorah as Sajdah (32) aayah 2


� Soorah al Fussilat (41) aayah 42


� Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 2


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah with regards to the phrase “to Him it returns”:





There are two (possible) angles to its meaning:


Firstly: That it is just as occurs in some narrations – that it will ascend to Him in a single night. So the people will enter the morning and the Qur’aan will not be with them – not in their chests, nor in the masaahif (written copies of the Qur’aan). Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, will have raised it up. 


And this  - and Allaah knows best – will be when the people completely turn away from it, not reciting it with its wording, nor (holding it as) their ‘aqeedah nor acting (upon it). So it will be raised, because the Qur’aan is more noble than remaining amongst a people who have forsaken it and turned away from it, thereby not according it its true standing…


Secondly, with regards to the meaning of their statement “to Him it returns”: that it returns back to Allaah, being attributed (to Him) i.e. that none other than Allaah is to be attributed with it. So the One who speaks with the Qur’aan is Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, so He is attributed with it.





(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p364-5)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad with regards to the phrase “It originated from Him”:


And the proof for (the phrase) “It originated from Him” is that Allaah ascribes it to Himself, and the speech is not to be ascribed to other than the one who spoke it in the first place.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at ul i’tiqaad p25)








