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وقال عبد الله بن مسعود رضي الله عنه‏:‏
 إذا تكلم الله بالوحي سمع صوته أهل السماء
 روي ذلك عن النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم
And ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu said:

When Allaah speaks with the Revelation, the inhabitants of the heavens hear His Voice 
.
And this is related from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

 ?أهل السماء Q1. Who are the 
Literally ‘the inhabitants of the heavens, they are the angels, those who are in the heavens.
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وروى عبدالله بن أنيس عن النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم أنه قال‏:‏ ‏"‏يحشر الله الخلائق يوم القيامة عراة حفاة غرلا بهما فيناديهم بصوت يسمعه من بعد كما يسمعه من قرب أنا الملك أنا الديان‏"‏‏.‏
 رواه الأئمة واستشهد به البخاري
And ‘Abdullaah ibn Unays reported from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that he said:

Allaah will gather the created beings on the Day of Resurrection (when they will be) barefooted, naked, uncircumcised, having nothing with them.

And He will call out to them with a Voice which will be heard by those who are distant just as it will be heard by those who are close, saying:

I am the King, I am the Recompenser.

Reported by the Imaams and al Bukhaaree used it as evidence.

Q1. What does this narration show about the Speech of Allaah?
It shows that the Speech of Allaah is such that its individual instances newly come about and that He speaks whenever He wishes. So this Speech mentioned in this narration will come about on the Day of Judgement.

Q2.  How does this narration show that the Speech of Allaah is not just a metaphorical idea?
Allaah will speak with a Voice, as shown by this hadeeth, and those who are distant and those who are close will hear this Voice. So this negates the false idea that His Speech is just a metaphorical idea. 

Rather it is a Speech in reality, with a Voice that will be heard.
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وفي بعض الآثار أن موسى عليه السلام ليلة
 رأى النار فهالته ففزع منها
 فناداه ربه يا موسى
 فأجاب سريعا استئناسا بالصوت فقال لبيك لبيك أسمع صوتك ولا أرى مكانك فأين أنت
 فقال أنا فوقك وأمامك و وراءك وعن يمينك وعن شمالك
 فعلم أن هذه الصفة لا تنبغي إلا لله تعالى
 قال كذلك أنت يا إلهي أفكلامك أسمع أم كلام رسولك
 قال بل كلامي يا موسى ‏‏
And in a narration there occurs that Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam on the night when he saw the fire, it frightened him, and he became alarmed at it, his Lord called to him:

O Moosaa!

So he quickly responded, being comforted by the Voice, and said:

Labbayk, labbayk (at Your service, at Your service)! I hear Your Voice but I do not see the place where You are. So where are You?
He said:

I am above you and in front of you, and behind you, and to your right and to your left.

So he (Moosaa) knew that this was an Attribute which was not befitting for other than Allaah, the Most High. So he said:

That is how you are, O my ilaah (object of worship). So is it You Speech that I hear or the Speech of a messenger of Yours ?

He said:

Rather My Speech, O Moosaa!

Q1. What were the circumstances under which this conversation took place?

Moosaa alaiyhissalaam was upon the road with his wife, travelling back to see his family. 

During his journey, he lost his way and feeling the cold, he approached a fire which he had seen hoping to take information about the correct route and to take a burning torch back with him to keep warm.

Q2. Why could Moosaa not see the location of the one speaking to him?

Moosaa could not see Allaah, because Allaah cannot be seen in this world. He subhaanahu wa ta’aala is veiled away from His creation in this world, because none can see Him due to His Tremendousness and Glory.
Q3. When will the believers see Allaah?

They will only see Him on the Day of Resurrection, as an honour bestowed on them by Allaah.
 ? أنا فوقكQ4. What is the significance of the statement 
As for the statement “I am above you”, then this affirms al ‘uloow for Allaah (Allaah’s being above).
  ?وعن يمينك وعن شمالكQ5. What is the meaning of the statement
As for the statement “and to your right and to your left”, then this means that Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, is Muheet (He encompasses and surrounds).

So even though Allaah is above, He also encompasses and surrounds His creation from every direction. Nothing of their affairs is hidden from Him.
Q6. What Attributes of Allaah are affirmed by this narration?
This narration affirms the Attributes of 

a) al kalaam - Speech

b) al fawqiyyah – Allaah’s being above

c) al ihaatah - Allaah’s encompassing

And the narration shows that attribute b) does not negate attribute c).
� This occurs from ibn Mas’ood in a mawqoof form, but with a different wording which is:


When Allaah speaks with the Revelation, the inhabitants of the heavens hear something. And then when the terror is removed from their hearts, and the sound (or the voice) becomes quiet, they know that it is the Truth. Then they call out:


What has your Lord said?


They say: The Truth.


Shaykh Badr ul Badr mentions:


This is mentioned by al Bukhaaree in munqati’ form (disconnected form i.e. without the full chain of narration) in his Saheeh, and he mentions it with a connected chain of narration in Khalq A’faal il ‘Ibaad.


Al Albaanee mentions in as Saheehah (1293) that this saying is authentic as a statement of ibn Mas’ood and also as a hadeeth of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam with the wording:





When Allaah, the Most High, speaks with the Revelation, the inhabitants of the heavens hear from the heavens a clanging noise like the dragging of a chain over a rock.


So they fall unconscious, and continue in that state until Jibreel comes to them.


Then the terror is removed from their hearts, and they say: O Jibreel! What has your Lord said?


So he says: The Truth.


So they say: The Truth, the Truth.


Reported by Aboo Daawud, ibn Khuzaymah, al Bayhaqee.


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad and by Al Bukhaaree in a mu’allaq form i.e. without a connected chain of narration in a chapter heading before hadeeth 78, and also before hadeeth 7481, and its chain of narration is hasan (good).


� Shaykh Badr ul Badr mentions in his checking of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad that this is reported by Imaam Ahmad in his book “Az Zuhd” as a narration of the taabi’ee Wahb ibn Munabbih which may be one of the Israaeeliyyaat which he took from the People of the Book.





