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كلام الله
ومن صفات الله تعالى أنه متكلم بكلام قديم
The Speech of Allaah 

And from the Attributes of Allaah the Most High is that He is One who speaks with kalaam qadeem (Eternal Speech)

Q1. Why does the Imaam rahimahullaah single out this Attribute with a section of its own?

The Speech of Allaah is singled out in this way due to the importance of this matter and because of the great amount of misguidance and deviation that has occurred regarding this Attribute. 

Q2. Which category of Allaah’s Attributes does this Attribute come under?

His Speech is from those Attributes which are fi’liyyah (related to His Actions) which He does however He wishes and whenever He wishes. 

He spoke in the past and He will speak in the future and He will speak on the Day of Resurrection.
Q3. At what time did Allaah not possess this Attribute?

His Attribute of Speech has always existed – it is therefore eternal in its type. The individual instances of Allaah speaking
 are however newly occurring.

So just as there was no beginning for Allaah Himself, there was no beginning for His Attributes and His Actions – He the Perfect and Most High.

Q4. Who differs from the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah in their ideas about this Attribute?

The shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions that the Jahmiyyah differed from the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah with regards to Allaah’s Speech, as did those misguided sects who followed them in that.

Q5. What do these misguided people say about this Attribute of Allaah? And who else shares with them in their incorrect belief?

They say: 

“Allaah Himself does not speak – rather He created the Speech in something else, either in Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam or in Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
And the Speech being ascribed to Allaah
 is just an example of ascribing a created thing to its Creator.”

So they say that the one who speaks is not Allaah but is in fact one of the creation, whether that be Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam or Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

This was also the misguided position which the Mu’tazilah held – namely, that the Speech of Allaah is something created.

Q6. What approach do the Ashaa’irah have to this Attribute?

They tried (in vain) to harmonise sayings which contradicted each other. 

They said:

“Allaah is described with al kalaam an nafsee (speech within Himself) only. His Speech exists within Himself only, and He does not speak with letters or a voice that can be heard.

Rather it is just speech within the self, and it was Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam or Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam who expressed it in words.”
So the Ashaa’irah believe that the Qur’aan is just an expression of the Speech of Allaah expressed in words by Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam or Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, who expressed the meaning existing within Allaah’s Self. 

This sect says that the meaning of the Qur’aan is with Allaah; but as for the wordings, then these are from the created beings. 

So they say that the Qur’aan is created with regards to the words and letters, but not created with regards to the meaning!

Q7. What is the belief of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah with regards to this Attribute?

They say that the Qur’aan is the Speech of Allaah with regards to its wordings and its meaning. It is not just the Speech of Allaah with regards to the letters, but not the meanings nor vice versa.

Allaah spoke with it in reality; Jibreel heard it and conveyed it to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. 
Q8. Why does the Shaykh hafidhahullaah mention Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam in this context?

This prophet is mentioned because he heard the Speech of Allaah directly without any intermediary. For this reason, Moosaa was particularised as being the kaleem ullaah (the one to whom Allaah spoke directly).

Those messengers! We gave excellence to some of them over others. From them are those to whom Allaah spoke.

And Shaykh al Fawzaan says that this refers to Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam.
Q9. Will Allaah speak to His servants on the Day of Judgement?

Yes, He will speak to the people of Paradise and will give them the salaam with speech that they will hear – and they will respond to the salaam.

Q10. How does Allaah speak?

We do not know how He speaks. None has knowledge of this except Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.

Q11. How does the Shaykh hafidhahullaah explain the meaning of  ?بكلام قديم the Imaam’s phrase 
This phrase – meaning ‘eternal speech’ – has the meaning of eternal in its type but it is not to be said ‘eternal’ in an absolute unrestricted sense. Rather it is eternal in its type, but newly occurring in its individual cases.
 

111
يسمعه منه من شاء من خلقه
It is heard from Him by whichever of His creation He wishes

Q1. What important role of Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam does the shaykh mention here?

Jibreel heard the Speech of Allaah, and conveyed it to His prophets.
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سمعه موسى عليه السلام منه من غير واسطة
Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam heard it from Him without any intermediary 
Q1. What special characteristic of Moosaa’s does the Imaam mention here?

Moosaa was given the tremendous distinction of hearing the Speech of His Lord without any intermediary between him and Allaah.
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وسمعه جبريل عليه السلام
ومن أذن له من ملائكته ورسله
‏ And Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam heard it
 as did whomsoever He permitted from His angels and His messengers

Q1. What effect does hearing the Speech of Allaah have upon the inhabitants of the heavens?

When they heard it, they fell unconscious.

114
وأنه سبحانه يكلم المؤمنين في الآخرة ويكلمونه
And that He, the Perfect, will speak to the believers in the Hereafter and they will speak to Him

Q1. Where will this occur?

This will happen in Paradise.

Q2. Who will be the intermediary between Allaah and the believers when this happens?

There will be no intermediary between them and Allaah then, and they will hear His Speech and see Him subhaanahu wa ta’aala.
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ويأذن لهم فيزورونه
And He will give permission to them and they will visit Him

Q1. What will be the circumstances when this occurs?

They will visit Him at a certain time and they will gather together in Paradise. He will manifest Himself to them, they will see Him, and He will speak to them. And they will speak to Him.

Q2. Which of the Prophets was able to see Allaah in this worldly life?

No one is able to see Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, in this world.

As for the Hereafter, then Allaah will give certain people the ability and power to see Him.
� An example is when Allaah spoke to Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam.


� For the Qur’aan is known as ‘the Speech of Allaah’.


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 253


� See the answer to question 3 for more discussion of this.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad with regards to the statement of the Imaam “He is One who speaks with kalaam qadeem ( Eternal Speech)”:


Meaning – eternal in its type, newly occurring in its individual cases. (This statement of the Imaam’s) is not correct except with this meaning, upon the madh-dhab of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah – even if the apparent meaning of his statement is that (the Speech of Allaah) is eternal in its type and in its individual cases.


 (Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at ul i’tiqaad p31)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad with regards to the statement of the Imaam “Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam heard it from Him without any intermediary”:





As per His Statement, He the Most High:


And I have chosen you (O Moosaa), so listen to that which is inspired to you!


(Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 13)


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at ul i’tiqaad p31)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad with regards to the statement of the Imaam “And Jibreel heard it”:





As per His Statement, He the Most High:


Say (O Muhammad) Rooh ul Quddus (Jibreel) has brought the Qur’aan down from your Lord.


Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 102


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at ul i’tiqaad p31)


And at Tabaree mentions in his tafseer of this aayah that according to Muhammad ibn Ka’b, the rooh ul quddus means: Jibraeel.





� The Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions the reference for this to be the hadeeth of an Nawaas ibn Sim’aan ibn Khaalid al Kulaabee, the noble Companion radi Allaahu ‘anhu who said that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:





When Allaah wishes to reveal a matter, He speaks with revelation. The heavens are struck with trembling…





Or he said:





…a severe shuddering, out of fear of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.


So when the inhabitants of the heavens hear that, they faint or fall prostrate, and the first one to raise his head is Jibreel. Allaah tells him that which He wishes of His revelation.


Then Jibreel passes by the angels; every time he passes through a heaven, its angels ask him:


What did our Lord say, O Jibreel?


So Jibreel says: 


He spoke the Truth – and He is al ‘Alee and al Kabeer.


So all of them say the like of what Jibreel said.


Then Jibreel finally takes the Revelation to where Allaah the Mighty and Majestic commanded him.





 However, this narration was declared ‘weak’ by al Albaanee rahimahullaah in his checking of ibn Abee ‘Aasim’s ‘as Sunnah’ (no 515).


There is however a narration which is similar to this in the saheeh of al Bukhaaree from Aboo Hurairah radi Allaahu ‘anhu from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that he said:





When Allaah decrees a matter in the heavens, the angels beat their wings out of humility to His Statement, which sounds like a chain upon a smooth stone, it reaches them so they fear – until the fear leaves their hearts, when they say:


What did your Lord say?


They say: The Truth and He is al ‘Alee and al Kabeer. 


So the shaytaan who tries to snatch at this speech of the angels hears this…


- and the shayaateen who try to snatch at this speech are like this one on top of the other (and Sufyaan ibn ‘Uyaynah demonstrated this by tilting his palm and spread his fingers out)


…so he hears the word and conveys it to the one who is below him, then this other one conveys it to the one below him until it is conveyed to the tongue of a saahir (sorcerer)or a kaahin (soothsayer).


Sometimes the shooting star strikes him before he can convey it on, and sometimes he conveys it before it strikes him, so he adds a hundred lies along with it.


So it is said: Did he not tell us that such and such would happen to us on that Day?


And so this person is believed because of this word which was heard from the heavens.


Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree (no 4701).


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:


This is as per the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


Indeed the People of Paradise when they enter it will descend to places in accordance with their actions, then He will give permission to them on the equivalent of the Day of Jumu’ah (Friday) from the days of this worldly life. So they will visit their Lord… (to the end of the hadeeth).


Narrated by ibn Maajah and at Tirmidhee, and he said: Ghareeb (strange or weak) and Al Albaanee declared it to be da’eef (weak)


(See his checking of ibn Maajah hadeeth no 4336)


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at ul i’tiqaad p32)








