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سئل الإمام مالك بن أنس رحمه الله
 فقيل يا أبا عبدالله الرحمن على العرش استوى 

كيف استوى? 
فقال الاستواء غير مجهول
 والكيف غير معقول
 والإيمان به واجب
 والسؤال عنه بدعة
 ثم أمر بالرجل فأخرج 
Imaam Maalik ibn Anas radi Allaahu ‘anhu was asked and it was said to him:

O Aboo Abdillaah! The Most Merciful ascended over the Throne.

How did He ascend?

So he said: The ascending is not unknown

And the how cannot be comprehended

And believing in it in obligatory

And asking a question about it is an innovation.

And then he gave orders with regards to the man and he (the man) was expelled. 
Q1. Who was Imaam Maalik rahimahullaah ?

He was the Imaam Maalik ibn Anas, the Imaam of al Madeenah, one of the four imaams. He is the imaam in al Madeenah to whom people travelled on camels.

Q2.  What praiseworthy statement about Imaam Maalik is mentioned by the Shaykh hafidhahullaah ?

He hafidhahullaah mentions the saying:

 “No one else gives fataawaa (religious verdicts) whilst Maalik is in al Madeenah.”

Q3. What is the meaning of the first part of Imaam Maalik’s answer here? 

With regards to his statement ‘The ascending is not unknown’ and in another narration ‘The ascending is known’:
then what the imaam meant here was that the meaning of istiwaa is known. 

However the man was not asking the Imaam about the meaning of istiwaa; rather he was asking about how the istiwaa occurred.

Imaam Maalik replied that we must not enter into anything other than the meaning of istiwaa and the meaning of this word is not unknown. 

So the man should have asked about the meaning of istiwaa if he did not know it and the Imaam could then have explained what istiwaa meant since this is something not unknown.

Q4. What is the meaning of the second part of Imaam Maalik’s answer?

With regards to his statement ‘and the how cannot be comprehended:

This then implies that asking questions about the kayf (how) is not permissible since we do not know the kayfiyyah of Allaah’s Names and Attributes (how they are).
Q5. What Qur’aanic proof does the Shaykh quote to prove this?

He mentions the aayah:
He knows whatever is in front of them and whatever is behind them, and they do not encompass Him with knowledge.

So we do not encompass Allaah with regards to His Dhaat (Self), His Names and His Attributes.

No one from the creation knows the kayfiyyah of His Self, His Names and His Attributes – none knows this except Allaah alone, the Perfect and Most High.

And that is because of His Tremendous Greatness.
Q6. Should the man have asked Imaam Maalik about how Allaah’s istiwaa occurs? If not, then why not?

No, he should have not asked this question since it is not from the right of the created being that he ask about the kayf (how), because it is impossible for the imaam to give a response to this question! 

Q7. What is the meaning of the third part of Imaam Maalik’s answer?

With regards to his statement ‘And believing in it is obligatory’:

This refers to having eemaan in the istiwaa with its meaning, and without delving into the kayfiyyah (how the istiwaa is).

So believing in it in this way is an obligation upon every Muslim and upon his tasleem (submission) and inqiyaad (compliance) to it.
Q8. What is the meaning of the fourth part of Imaam Maalik’s answer?

With regards to his statement ‘And asking a question about it is an innovation’:
This means that asking a question about the kayfiyyah of the istiwaa (how it occurs) is an innovation.

For this man was asking about how the istiwaa occurs.
Q9. What lie do the people of misguidance tell against Imaam Maalik in this context?

They say that the meaning of his statement ‘And asking a question about it is an innovation’ was that it is therefore obligatory to make tafweed of (leave and entrust) the meaning of istiwaa to Allaah Himself.

And this is a false and futile accusation against Imaam Maalik, for he did not say this.

Rather the Imaam said that ‘the ascending is not unknown’ such that a person would need to ask about the meaning of it. And it is the kayfiyyah of the istiwaa which must be left and entrusted to Allaah. 
Q10.  What happened to the man who asked Imaam Maalik this question? Why?

Imaam Maalik said to him: I do not see you except that you are an evil man.

And he commanded that the man be expelled from the Imaam’s circle.

For this is something obligatory upon the scholars – that they seek to keep the people who wish to cause doubts far away, driving them away so that they become disciplined and are put to shame in front of the people.
Q11. About what matters should we ask questions? And about what matters should we not ask questions?

It is not the case that everything can be asked about – rather asking question has limits.
Questions should be asked about matters which are problematic from those matters of worship and of every day dealings which the people need. Indeed asking about these matters is something praiseworthy:

So ask the people of dhikr (the reminder) if you do not know.

Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 43

As for asking about matters in order to cause a person to make a mistake and about things of which the people have no need, then this is just a case of overburdening oneself with unnecessary things, and wasting time and leading people into error and causing problems amongst the people. This is something which is forbidden and the person who does this must be disciplined.

Q12. How was ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab radi Allaahu ‘anhu a fine example in this regard?

He radi Allaahu ‘anhu  beat Sabeegh, a man who used to ask about matters from the mutashaabihaat of the Qur’aan
 which the people had no need of and he expelled this man from Madeenah.
Q13. How was Imaam Maalik protecting his students by his action towards this man who asked him the question?

He expelled this man from his circle in order to discipline him and to guard the students of knowledge from the man’s doubts and from his tashkeek (trying to provoke doubts).
Q14. What were the circumstances concerning the revelation of Soorah al Baqarah aayah 189?

The Companions were asking the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam about the crescent moon and why it changes its appearance becoming larger and larger before becoming full, and then decreasing in size.

So Allaah revealed the aayah:

They ask you about the crescent moons. Say: they are signs to mark fixed periods for the people and for the Hajj (pilgrimage).
 

Q15. Why does the shaykh quote these circumstances here? 

The shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions that the Companions were asking about the reality of the crescent moons, but that Allaah did not answer their question and instead informed them about the benefits of the crescent moons. 

And that is what was befitting that they should have asked about in the first place, because there was no benefit in their questioning about the reality of the crescent moons.

Q16. What alternative explanation does the shaykh give of this aayah with regards to the person in ihraam ?

He mentions that in the Days of Jaahiliyyah (pre Islaamic ignorance) that the people after assuming the state of ihraam would not enter the houses through their doors. Instead the people in ihraam would enter the houses from the backs.

So in this aayah, Allaah forbade them from this and told them that there was no harm in entering the houses via the door whilst the person was in a state of ihraam.

Q17. What innovation related to being in ihraam does the shaykh mention?

He mentions that some people nowadays will not enter a roofed building or a car with a roof, whilst they are in a state of ihraam. 

Q18. How does the shaykh refute this innovation? 

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam had a garment held over him whilst he was in a state of ihraam and whilst he was throwing stones at the jamarah (place of stoning).

And he had tent pitched for him at Namirah and he entered it whilst in a state of ihraam, and he did not prevent himself from taking the shade of the tent.

Q19. What question should the man have asked Imaam Maalik?
He should have asked about the meaning of the istiwaa in the aayah, and not about the kayfiyyah (how the istiwaa occurs).

For there is no benefit in asking about the kayfiyyah nor any need for it, and it is something which the intellects cannot reach anyway.
� Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 5


� He was born in 93AH in al Madeenah and died there in 179AH – rahimahullaah.


� Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 110


� See question 4 relating to box 31 of these Questions and Answers for a further discussion of tafweed.


� See the questions relating to box 24 of these Questions and Answers for a further discussion of mutashaabihaat.


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 189


� Reported by al Waahidee in Asbaab un nuzool (page 56) but its chain of narration contains al Kalbee who was accused of lying.


� And this is mentioned by at Tabaree in his tafseer of the aayah from al Baraa’ and Ibraaheem and others.





