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وقول النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم‏:
‏ ‏‏ربنا الله الذي في السماء تقدس اسمك‏
And the statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:

Our Lord is Allaah who is above the heavens, 

pure and perfect is Your Name 

Q1.  What is the authenticity of this hadeeth?

This hadeeth is weak, as mentioned by Shaykh al Albaanee rahimahullaah in his checking of al Mishkaat, since it contains the narrator Ziyaadah ibn Muhammad who was declared very weak by Imaam al Bukhaaree. 
Q2. Why then does the shaykh quote it?

He, like other authors, sometimes mentions weak ahaadeeth in the matters of aqeedah (creed and belief). However these weak ahaadeeth pertain to authentic evidences, supporting their meaning. 

So this is done for strengthening and for using something as an indirect evidence, and not by way of totally depending on it as a proof.
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وقال للجارية‏:‏ ‏أين الله‏؟‏
قالت في السماء،
قال‏:‏ أعتقها فإنها مؤمنة‏‏
‏رواه مالك بن أنس ومسلم وغيرهما من الأئمة
And he said to the slave girl:

Where is Allaah?

She said:

Above the Heavens.

He said:

Set her free, for she is indeed a believing woman.

Reported by Maalik ibn Anas and Muslim and scholars other than these two.

Q1. To whom did the slave girl belong?

She belonged to Mu’aawiyyah ibn al Hakam as Sulamee radi Allaahu ‘anhu.
Q2. Why did he want to free his slave girl?

He had slapped his slave girl on the face, and then felt remorse for doing this. So he went to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to ask him about setting her free as an expiation for what he had done.
Q3. What praiseworthy characteristic of the slave girl did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam testify to here?

It was the characteristic of having eemaan (true faith) based on her saying the Allaah was above the heavens and that Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was the Messenger of Allaah.
Q4. This hadeeth proves the permissibility of asking what question?

This hadeeth shows that it is permissible to ask the question: ‘Where is Allaah?’

Q5. What deviation of the Mu’attilah does the shaykh mention here?
He hafidhahullaah mentions that the Mu’attilah hold it impermissible to ask the question “Where is Allaah?” since they believe that Allaah is not in any direction.

So this hadeeth of the slave girl is the severest hadeeth upon these misguided people.

And some of them go as far as to say that the meaning of the word ayn (where) in the statement  ‘ayn Allaah?’ is actually ‘who’ – so the question actually means “who is Allaah?”
Q6. How does the Shaykh refute them? 
He mentions that this misinterpretation of ‘where’ to mean ‘who’ is something that does not occur in the Arabic language or indeed any language. But these misguided people are liars and are not ashamed to tell lies.

So this hadeeth proves that the person who denies that Allaah is above the Heavens or who denies Allaah’s ‘uloow (being above) is not a mu’min (believer).
105
وقال النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم لحصين‏:‏ كم إلها تعبد‏؟‏ قال سبعة ستة في الأرض وواحدا في السماء قال من لرغبتك ورهبتك‏؟‏ قال الذي في السماء، قال‏:‏ فاترك الستة واعبد الذي في السماء وأنا أعلمك دعوتين‏.‏ فأسلم وعلمه النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم أن يقول اللهم ألهمني رشدي وقني شر نفسي
And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said to Husayn:

How many deities do you worship?

So he said:

Seven – six upon the earth, and One over the Heavens.

He said:

And whom do you dread and in whom do you have hope?

He said:

The One above the Heavens.

He said:

So abandon the six and worship the One who is above the Heavens.

And I will teach you two supplications.

So he accepted Islaam and the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam taught him to say:

O Allaah grant me rushd (right guidance) and protect me from the evil of my self. 

Q1.  What similitude does Allaah mention in the aayah quoted by the Shaykh from Soorah az Zumar (39:29)?

Allaah has struck an example (for the disbeliever who worships many different objects of worship and who obeys a group of devils and for the believer who worships Allaah alone): 
a slave who belongs to many different masters who dispute with each other and a slave who belongs entirely to a single master. Are these two equal when compared to each other?
All praise is for Allaah. Rather most of them do not know.

So this is like the example of the person of tawheed on one hand and the person of shirk on the other. The latter is like the servant who is owned by several masters, and he does not know which one of them to try to please because their requirements and desires are different. So the slave is confused about this matter  due to these varying demands and remains anxious throughout his life.

As for the person of tawheed, then his example is that of a slave owned by a single master, and so he knows what his master desires and demands. So he is at ease with his master.

Q2. Under what circumstances did the mushrikoon make their du’aa purely and sincerely for Allaah alone?

They would make their supplication for Allaah alone when they fell into dire difficulty, and they would forget their other objects of worship at that time. This was because they knew that none could save them from disasters and calamities except Allaah the Most High.
 ?رشدQ3. What benefit is gained by a person if Allaah grants him 

If Allaah grants the person rushd (right guidance), then he will attain the good of this world and of the hereafter. And this rushd means ‘correctness and truth in every matter’.
Q4. What benefit will be gained if Allaah saves him from avarice?

He will be saved from bukhl (miserliness) and from withholding the rights. He will  also be safe from transgressing against the people by taking and plundering their wealth in any way. He will restrict himself to that which Allaah has made permissible for him i.e. that which is halaal.

He will also permit himself so spend in the path of Allaah, and then he will find that stored up for him with Allaah.

So the person who is granted rushd and saved from the shuhh of his own soul has had the good of this world and of the next brought together for him by Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.
� Reported by Aboo Daawud (3892) from the hadeeth of Aboo Dardaa.


� Reported by Maalik in his Muwatta (2/292), Muslim (537), Ahmad in his musnad, Aboo Daawud and others.


� Reported by at Tirmidhee (3483) from the hadeeth of ‘Imraan ibn Husayn. And al Albaanee declared this hadeeth to be da’eef (weak) in his checking of at Tirmidhee.


� Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 29


� This being in reference to a version of the hadeeth mentioned by Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah in which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam taught Husayn to say:


O Allaah grant me rushd and save me from the shuhh (avarice) of my own soul.





