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فمما جاء من آيات الصفات
قوله تعالى 
ويبقى وجه ربك
So from that which occurs from the aayaat about the attributes

is His Saying – He the Most High:

‘And the Face of your Lord will remain…’

Q1. What attribute is affirmed for Allaah here?

It is the attribute of al wajh (the Face) of Allaah
 as Allaah says:

And the majestic and noble Face of your Lord will remain.

Q2. What was the approach of the salaf to this attribute?

They read this aayah, and did not raise any objection to it nor did they consider it problematic. They affirmed it just as it came.

Q3. How do the people of deviation try to corrupt this? What is their faulty reasoning?

They say: 

‘What is meant by wajh (the Face) of Allaah is dhaat (the Self) of Allaah. Because if we affirm a Face for the Creator, and this (attribute of a face) is something found amongst the creation as well, then this would necessitate resemblance between the Creator and the creation.’

Q4. What is the response of the people of sunnah to this?

We say:

‘No, not at all, (this response of yours is not correct). Affirming a Face for Allaah does not necessitate it resembling the face of the creation. Rather Allaah, the Majestic and Most High has a Face which befits His Majesty and we do not know how this Face is. And the creation (each) have a face which befits them.’
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وقوله تعالى
بل يداه مبسوطتان
And His saying – the Most High:

‘Rather His Two Hands are outstretched.’

Q1. What attribute is affirmed for Allaah here?

It is the attribute of al yadain (the Two Hands) of Allaah.

Q2. What blameworthy characteristic do the Jews attribute to Allaah?

They attribute Him with the attribute of al bukhl (miserliness), as mentioned in the aayah:

The Jews say: ‘The Hand of Allaah is closed up from giving’. Rather their hands are tied up from giving.

Q3.  How may a person go to extremes in spending? 
Either by:

a) withholding from spending in charity, which is miserliness and having one’s hand closed up or 

b) totally opening the hand in spending i.e. extravagance.

Q4. Why does Allaah curse the Jews in Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 64?

He says: 

Be they cursed for what they say.

Meaning for their belittling Allaah when they say:

The Jews say: ‘The Hand of Allaah is closed up from giving’.
Q5. What is the meaning of al la’n (curse)?

It is: being rejected and distanced from the mercy of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.
Q6. Which aayaat does the shaykh quote to show that Allaah has two Hands?

He quotes the aayah:

Rather His Two Hands are outstretched; He gives however He wishes.

And:

(Allaah) said: O Iblees! What prevented you from prostrating to that which I created with My Two Hands?
 
Q7. Which of the creation did Allaah create with His Two Hands?

He  - the Perfect and Most High – created the Prophet Aadam ‘alaiyhissalaam with His Two Hands.
 This gives nobility to Aadam ‘alaiyhissalaam from amongst all of the creation.

As for the rest of creation, then Allaah created them by His Command – He said ‘Be’ and the created being would come into existence.

Q8. How do the people of misguidance misinterpret Allaah’s Attribute of His Hand?

They say that what is meant by the Hand of Allaah is, in fact, the qudrah (ability) of Allaah.

Q9. How can this false interpretation be refuted?

It can be refuted from two angles:

1) If Hand did really mean ‘ability’, then there would not be any special distinction for Aadam alaiyhissalaam over anyone else from the creation, for all of the creation was created by the ability of Allaah.

2) That Allaah stated:

My Two Hands…

So is it then to be said that this means ‘two abilities’? Does Allaah have two abilities or one ability? Rather He has a single qudrah (ability).

And the use of the dual form (Two Hands) shows that this refers to real Hands, as is understood from the language meaning. These Two Hands are particular to Him, and do not resemble the hands of the creation.

Q10. Why do these people misinterpret this Attribute of Allaah?

They do so out of fear of tashbeeh (likening Allaah to His creation) – in their misguided opinion.
Q11. How can these people be refuted in this?

There is no resemblance between the Hand of Allaah and the hand of the creation. Rather the resemblance occurs in the mind of the person who does not understand the Speech of Allaah.

As for the people of knowledge, then this issue is not a problem for them.
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وقوله تعالى إخبارا
عن عيسى عليه السلام أنه قال
تعلم ما في نفسي ولا أعلم ما في نفسك
And His Saying – He the Most High – informing about 

‘Eesaa ‘alaiyhissalaam that he said:

You know what is in my self, and I do not know what is in Your Self

Q1. What attribute is affirmed for Allaah here?

It is the attribute of an nafs (the Self) of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.

Q2. How does this aayah affirm this attribute?

‘Eesaa ‘alaiyhissalaam addressed his Lord saying that he did not know what was in His Self, and Allaah did not criticise ‘Eesaa for saying this. 

So this contains an affirmation of the nafs of Allaah the Most High.
Q3. What other aayah does the shaykh quote to affirm this attribute?

He quotes the aayah:

Your Lord has binding upon His Self ar rahmah (Mercy).

Soorah Al An’aam (6) aayah 54
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وقوله سبحانه  

وجاء ربك
And His saying – He the Most Perfect:

And your Lord will come..

Q1. What attribute is affirmed for Allaah here?

It is the attribute of al majiyy (Allaah’s coming).
Q2. In what way is this attribute different from the others which the imaam has mentioned so far?

The attribute is from the sifaat ul af’aal (attributes which are actions).

The attributes discussed so far (the Face of Allaah, the Two Hands of Allaah and the Self of Allaah) are all from the sifaat udh dhaat (attributes which relate to Allaah’s Self).
Q3. This attribute is the mentioned in the context of which occurrence?

It is mentioned in the context of the terrors of the Day of Resurrection which are mentioned in Soorah al Fajr.

No! When the earth is ground to powder.

And your Lord will come with the angels in rows.

Soorah al Fajr (89) aayaat 21 to 22
So He will come with a real and true coming
 to pass judgement between His slaves.

� Soorah ar Rahmaan (55) aayah 27


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah :


And al wajh (the Face) – its meaning is known, but its kayfiyyah (how the Face is) is unknown. We do not know how the Face of Allaah the Mighty and Majestic is, just as is the case with the rest of His attributes. However we have eemaan that He has a Face, which is described with majesty and nobility, and described with magnificence and greatness and tremendous light..


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p237)


� Soorah ar Rahmaan (55) aayah 27


� High and Exalted is Allaah above what these misguided people say!


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah :


So therefore we say: this Face is a tremendously great Face, it is not possible that it resembles the faces of the created beings.


And built upon this we say: from our ‘aqeedah is that we affirm a real and true Face for Allaah, and we take it from His Statement:


And the majestic and noble Face of your Lord will remain.


Soorah ar Rahmaan (55) aayah 27


And we say that this Face does not resemble the faces of the created beings, as per His statement, He the most High:


There is nothing like Him, and He is the All Seeing, the All Hearing.”


Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 11


And we are ignorant of how this Face is, as per His statement, He the most High:


They do not encompass Him in (their) knowledge.


Soorah TaaHaa (20) aayah 110


So if a person were to try to imagine this kayfiyyah (how the Face really is) in his heart or to speak about it with his tongue, then we would say: You are an innovator, astray! (You are) saying about Allaah that which you have no knowledge of. And Allaah has indeed forbidden us from saying about Him that which we do not know.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p237)


� Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 64


� Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 64


� Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 64


� Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 64


� Soorah Saad (38) aayah 75


� As shown by the aayah quoted  - Soorah Saad (38) aayah 75


� Mujaahid rahimahullaah  narrated from ibn ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa who said: Allaah created four things with His (own) Hand: the ‘arsh (Throne), and ‘adn (the Garden of Paradise), and the qalam (pen) and ‘Aadam, then He said to every thing: Be! And it was.


(Tafseer at Tabaree, tafseer of Soorah Saad (38) aayah 75 and Shaykh al Albaanee mentioned about it in 'Mukhtasarul-'Uluww'


 (p. 105) : ''Its chain of narration is Saheeh to the standard of Muslim”)


� Soorah Saad (38) aayah 75


� Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 116


� Soorah al Fajr (89) aayah 22


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah :


Do we know the kayfiyyah of the coming (how the coming will be)?


The answer: We do not know it, because Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, has informed us that He will come but He did not inform us how He will come.


And because the kayfiyyah (of the coming) is not known except through:


witnessing (the coming itself) or


witnessing the equivalent (of the coming) or


through a truthful report about the coming.





And all of this is not found with regards to the Attributes of Allaah the Most High.





And because if you are ignorant about the dhaat (the Self) then you are ignorant about the sifaat (the attributes) – meaning the kayfiyyah (how the attributes are)…


So we have eemaan (true faith) that Allaah will come in a true and real way and with a kayfiyyah  that befits Him, which is unknown to us.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p233 to 234)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah :


‘What does the mu’attil (the person who denies the attributes of Allaah) say about His Statement, He the most High:


And your Lord will come..


Soorah al Fajr (89) aayah 22


..and its like?’





The answer: he says that:


“The meaning is: the amr (command) of your Lord will come..


This is because Allaah the Most High said:


The amr of Allaah will come so do not seek to hasten it.


Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 1


So it is binding upon us that we explain every coming which is Allaah has linked to Himself by using this aayah, and that we say: what is in intended is: the command of Allaah will come.”





So it is said: “Indeed this evidence which you have sought to use as a proof is in fact a proof against you and not for you! If Allaah the Most High had intended ‘His command will come’ in the other aayah, then what prevented from saying “His command”? So when He intended the amr, then He used the expression ‘amr’. And when He did not intend this, then He did not use that expression.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p235)
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