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وسنة الخلفاء الراشدين المهديين من بعدي
And the sunnah of the rightly guided orthodox caliphs after me

Q1. What is the meaning of rushd?

It means ‘guidance and following the Truth’.

Q2. What is the meaning of ghayy?

It is the opposite of guidance and means ‘misguidance and deviation away from the Truth’.

Q3. What is the meaning of المهديين ?

This word means ‘orthodox’ and means those whom Allaah has guided to following the Truth. So whoever follows the person who is rightly guided will himself be rightly guided.
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عضوا عليها بالنواجذ
Bite onto it with your molar teeth

Q1. What are we commanded to cling onto here?

To the sunnah of the Messenger and the sunnah of the rightly guided caliphs.

Q2. What example does the shaykh bring in this context?

He brings the example of a drowning person who clings onto a rope so as not to drown. 

So if he fears the rope will slip from his hands, then he will bite onto it with his molar teeth due to his eagerness to cling onto the rope since it is his means to being saved.

The sunnah of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is like the example of this rope in the hand of the drowning person – if he lets go of it, he will be destroyed.
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وإياكم ومحدثات الأمور
And beware of newly introduced affairs

Q1. What is the meaning of ومحدثات?

Literally ‘newly introduced affairs’, it refers to every innovation which the people of innovation have introduced into the religion.
Q2. What two ahaadeeth does the shaykh quote to prove this point?

Whoever does an action with which our affair is not in accordance, then it is rejected.

(Hadeeth of Aa’ishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa, reported by Ahmad in his Musnad and Muslim).

Whoever introduces into this affair of ours that which is not from it, then it is rejected.

(Hadeeth of Aa’ishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa, reported by al Bukhaaree (2697), Ahmad in his Musnad and Muslim).

Q3. What must our approach be to the ومحدثات?
The affairs of the religion do not allow anything new to be introduced nor any additions to be made – so we adhere to these affairs in both letter and spirit without adding anything to them or taking anything away from them.
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فإن كل محدثة بدعة وكل بدعة ضلالة  

For every newly invented matter is an innovation, and every innovation is misguidance
Q1. Give two examples of bid’ah hasanah (a good innovation in the religion).

There is no such thing as a good innovation in the religion. Every single newly invented matter in the religion is a bid’ah and therefore a misguidance.
Q2. What statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is relevant in this regard?

His sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam statement:

For every newly invented matter is an innovation and every innovation is misguidance.

Q3. Whom can this statement of Imaam ash Shaafi’ee be used to refute?
It can be used to refute every innovator who tries to present innovations to the people in a favourable light.

Q4. What justifications might people give for performing a bid’ah?

These misguided people might use justifications such as:

‘These innovations are good, they contain reward, and they spur people to do acts of worship, etc, etc!’
Q5. What is the response to these so called justifications?

The ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah reply: 

Innovations have no good in them, nor any reward. Every one of them is misguidance and evil, and all of them are rejected from the people who perform them.
Q6. What important proof from Soorah al Maaidah is quoted by the shaykh?

That which the Messenger of Allah came with is sufficient for us, as shown by the statement of Allaah, revealed during the final Hajj (pilgrimage) performed by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:
This day I have completed your religion for you.
Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 3

Q7. What does the Shaykh say about the people who try to introduce newly invented additions into the religion after the time of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?

Such a person is either implicitly accusing His Lord of lying, since His Lord said:

I have completed your religion for you.
Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 3

And the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not die without Allaah having completed the religion by means of him.

Or such a person is accusing the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam of concealing something which Allaah revealed upon him
 and not explaining them to his nation.

57
وقال عبدالله بن مسعود رضي الله عنه
 اتبعو ولا تبتدعوا فقد كفيتم
And ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu said:

Follow and do not innovate!

For you have been sufficed.

Q1. Who was ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood?

He was a Companion of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and from the first and foremost Muslims. He was also from the muhaajireen (those who emigrated from Makkah to Al-Madeenah).

Q2. What virtues of his are mentioned here by Shaykh al Fawzaan?

He was distinguished by his knowledge, his piety, his worship and his following of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. He was from the greatest of the scholars among the Companions and he was one of their fuqahaa (jurists).
Q3. What is meant by the word   اتبعو  ?

This word means ‘follow!’ and refers to following whatever occurs in the Book of Allaah and in the Sunnah of His Messenger.
This is similar to the statement of Allaah which also uses the word  اتبعو :

Follow that which has been sent down to you from your Lord.

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 3

Q4. What is meant by the words ولا تبتدعوا  ?

This means ‘do not innovate!’ and this is in agreement with the statement of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam :

And beware of newly introduced matters.
Q5. What is meant by the words    فقد كفيتم  ?

This means ‘you have been sufficed from any trouble, you do not need to make any addition or to trouble yourself. 

It is sufficient for you to act upon what occurs in the Book of Allaah and the sunnah of His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and that which the Companions of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said.’
Q6.  So based on this statement of ibn Mas’ood, what is obligatory upon us with regards to following?

It is obligatory to closely follow the Book of Allaah and the sunnah of His Messenger 

as well as closely following the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah, who were the students of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. There is no room for anyone to add or delete anything to the religion, or to invent matters for the people thinking that they are something good and that they would draw a person closer to Allaah.

Q7. And based on this statement, what is obligatory upon the student of knowledge?

If something related to the religion occurs to him which he deems to be good and he wishes to say it or write it, then he must look to see: 
Is this something that occurs in the Book of Allaah and in the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allaah; did any of the salaf say this thing which the student wishes to say?

So if he finds it in these sources, then alhamdulillaah , he has been guided to what is correct.

And if he does not find it, then let him beware and distance himself from the matter which occurred to his thinking, and let him know that this was in fact an innovation.

Q8. What error of some of the students of knowledge does the shaykh point out here?

Some of the students bring new phrases and new wordings, and they have erred away from what is correct by doing this.  
So it is not permissible for anyone to bring a phrase which has come from himself or to delve too deeply and bring a meaning which were not said by the salaf nor understood by them – especially in the issue of the Names and Attributes of Allaah.

And a person should be very wary of saying something which was not stated by anyone from as salaf us saalih (the pious predecessors) who preceded him. 
Q9. What tremendous principle about our following of the salaf does Shaykh al Fawzaan highlight here?

It is that a person must not allow himself free rein, saying and doing what you like, especially in the issue of the Names and Attributes and that you do not mention meanings which as salaf us saalih did not mention. For this is where people’s feet slip. 

And this has been seen many times with contemporary writers and authors who have uses phrases and terminologies for which they have no precedent.
Q10. What is the path to safety and salvation mentioned by the Shaykh here?

Everything which as salaf us saalih (the pious predecessors) did not say – it is obligatory upon us to avoid it.

Q11. What is the statement of ibn Mas’ood about the Companions of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ? 

“They are the Companions of Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam , the people most abundant in knowledge and the people who fell least into takalluf (unnecessarily overburdening themselves).

They were chosen by Allaah to be the Companions of His Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.”
Q12. How did the Companions derive their knowledge about Islaam?

They took what was required from the Book and the Sunnah without entering into unnecessary things and into splitting wordings.
They did not go beyond what was necessary, nor delve too deeply into wordings.

� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah adds in his ‘Muhaadaraat fil ‘aqeedah wal bid’ah’ after quoting this hadeeth:


So this hadeeth proves that every newly introduced matter in the religion is an innovation, and every innovation is misguidance, rejected.


And the meaning of that is: that the innovations in acts of worship and issues of creed and belief are forbidden matters, but the forbidden nature varies according to the nature of the innovation:


From them is that which is clear and manifest kufr (disbelief), such as making tawaaf  (circumambulation) of the graves seeking to draw close to the inhabitants of the graves.. and the statements of the extreme Jahmees and Mu’tazilah.


And from them is: that which is from the means which lead to shirk, such as building upon the graves and praying and supplicating by them.


And from them is: that which is fisq (sinfulness) related to issues of ’aqeedah (creed and belief), such as the innovation of Khawaarij and the Qadariyyah and the Murjiah in their statements and beliefs which oppose the proofs from the Sharee’ah.


And from them is: that which is disobedience (to Allaah) such as.. castration with the intention of cutting off the sexual desires. 


Muhaadaraat fil ‘aqeedah wal bid’ah’ (1/101)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah commenting on the part of the hadeeth ‘and beware of newly introduced affairs :





And what is meant by this is affairs of the religion. 


As for affairs of the dunyaa (worldly life), then these do not come into (the meaning of) this hadeeth, because the asl (position which is to be adopted in the absence of any textual proof to show otherwise) with regards to the affairs of the dunyaa is that they are permissible. So whatever from them is newly invented, then it is permissible – unless there a proof to show that it is forbidden.


However the asl with regards to the affairs of the religion is forbiddance. So whatever from them is newly invented is forbidden, an innovation – unless there is a proof from the Book or the Sunnah to show that this it is something legislated.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p639 to 640)


� Referring to those innovations which the innovator deems to be part of the religion.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah  commenting on the dangers of bid’ah (innovation):





Firstly: it (i.e. bid’ah) necessitates giving the lie to the statement of Allaah, the Most High:





This day I have completed your religion for you.


Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 3





This is because if he brings a new innovation considering it to be part of the religion, then this necessitates that the religion was not completed.


Secondly: it necessitates a qadh (criticism) of the sharee’ah, and that it is deficient – and so this innovator is (now) making it complete.


Thirdly: it necessitates a criticism of the Muslims who did not bring this (action before the innovator brought it) – so the religion of every person who came before this innovator was deficient. And this is something very serious!


Fourthly: from that which this innovation necessitates is that the majority of those who engage in an innovation become preoccupied away from a sunnah, just as some of the salaf stated:


A people did not introduce a innovation except that they destroyed the like of it from the sunnah.





Fifthly: that these innovations must inevitably lead to splitting of the ummah because these innovators hold as their creed and belief that they are the people of the Truth – and everyone else is upon misguidance! And the people of the Truth say (in response): You are the ones upon misguidance! 


And so their hearts become divided.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p639 to 640)





� He died in Al-Madeenah in the year 32AH in his sixties.





