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قال الإمام أبو عبدالله محمد بن إدريس الشافعي رضي الله عنه
The Imaam Aboo ‘Abdillaah Muhammad ibn Idrees ash Shaafi’ee radi Allaahu ‘anhu said:

Q1. Why was this man called Ash Shaafi’ee?

This was an ascription to his great great grandfather, Shaafi.

Q2. Which tribe was he from?

He was from the tribe of al Muttalib ibn ‘Abd Manaaf. 
Q3. What is his nickname and why?

al Muttalib was the brother of ‘Abdul Muttalib, the grandfather of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. So Imaam ash Shaafi’ee was from the ahl ul bayt (the family of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam). 

He is therefore given the title of ‘aalim ul quraysh. (the scholar of the Quraysh tribe).

Q4. What virtues of his does Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mention? 

He had a tremendous position in defending the sunnah of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and in refuting the people of deviation and misguidance.
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بالله وبما جاء عن الله على مراد الله   آمنت
I have eemaan in Allaah and in whatever came from Allaah upon what was intended by Allaah

Q1. How does the shaykh describe the person who does not believe in that which has come from Allaah?

This person does not truly believe in Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.
Q2.  What is the meaning of the statement of the Imaam على مراد الله  ?
This means upon ‘what was intended by Allaah’ and means that we have eemaan in Allaah and in whatever came from Allaah upon what was intended by Allaah, and we do not enter into anything (in that) with something from ourselves, explaining with an explanation from ourselves.
Rather we stop in accordance with what came from Allaah, the Perfect and Most High upon what was intended by Allaah.

Allaah gave Himself Names and described Himself with Attributes, so we have eemaan in them upon what was intended by Allaah. So we do not distort their meaning away from their being as they came.
Q3. Which Attributes of Allaah does the shaykh mention here and why do we affirm for them for Allaah?

He mentions:

as sam’
hearing

al basr

seeing

al hayaa
life

al qudrah
ability

al kalaam
speech

al iraadah
will

We affirm them (and the rest of the Attributes) for Allaah because He is the One who gave Himself these Names and Attributes.
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وآمنت برسول الله وبما جاء عن رسول الله على 

مراد رسول الله ‏‏
And I have eemaan in Allaah’s Messenger and in whatever came from Allaah’s Messenger upon what was intended by Allaah’s Messenger

Q1. What is the meaning of the phrase وبما جاء عن رسول الله ?
This phrase means ‘and in whatever came from Allaah’s Messenger’.

As well as having eemaan in Allaah’s Messenger, we also have eemaan in those authentic ahaadeeth which have come from him upon what was intended by him.

So we do not interpret them in a manner that opposes that which was intended by him, by misinterpreting them and distorting them.

Q2. How does the shaykh explain the meaning of the shahaadah (testimony) Muhammadu rasool ullaah?

This testimony  - that Muhammad sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam is the Messenger of Allaah – comprises:

a) taa’atuhu feemaa amara - obeying him in that which he commanded

b) tasdeequhu bimaa akhbara  - attesting to the truth of what he informed of

c) ijtinaabu maa nahaa ‘anhu wa zajara - staying away from that which he forbade and prohibited

d) wa an laa yu’badallaahu ilaa bimaa shara’a – and that Allaah should not be worshipped except with that which he sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam legislated.
Q3. What does the shaykh say about the person who states Muhammadu rasool ullaah but does not attest to the truthfulness of what the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed us of?

Such a person is a liar in his shahaadah and is implicitly accusing the Messenger sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam of falsehood.
Q4.  What then is our approach to what the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came with?

It is to have eemaan in the narrations about the Names and Attributes which he sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam informed us of
, and we attest to his truthfulness in that regard. 

We do not reject anything from him sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam nor do we distort that which came from him using false and futile misinterpretations, and by raising doubts and with false sayings by which the majority of creation have gone astray.
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وعلى هذا درج السلف
And upon this way, the salaf proceeded

Q1. What was the approach of the first three generations to what has come to us from Allaah and His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?
They had eemaan in whatever came from Allaah upon what was intended by Allaah and in whatever came from the Messenger of Allaah upon what was intended by the Messenger of Allaah. 

None of them withheld in this regard.

They read the Qur’aan and they narrated the ahaadeeth, and they did not raise any objection to anything from these texts about Allaah’s Names and Attributes.
Q2. When and how did the deviation away from this approach occur in this ummah (nation)?

This only occurred after the most excellent generations had passed away, and when the scholars of kalaam (theological rhetoric) and philosophical ideas tried to enter into Islaam that which was not actually from Islaam.

So these misguided people made principles of logic and (so called) intellectual evidences the decisive judge over the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
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وأئمة الخلف رضي الله عنهم
And the imaams of the khalaf (later people) radi Allaahu ‘anhum
Q1. To whom does this phrase refer?

This refers to whoever came after the salaf (predecessors) but who proceeded upon their way.
Q2. At what point before the Hour is established will the earth be devoid of such people?

It will never be devoid of such people.

The Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There will not cease to be a group from my ummah (nation) manifest upon the Truth. They will not be harmed by those who desert them nor by those who oppose them, until the command of Allaah, the Exalted and Most High comes about.
 

Q3. What praiseworthy characteristics does the shaykh mention about these people?

These people from the khalaf who are upon the methodology of the salaf propagate this religion, and convey this religion after as salaf us saalih (the pious predecessors). So they are Allaah’s proof upon His creation.
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كلهم متفقون على الإقرار والإمرار   

All of them are in agreement upon acknowledging and allowing them to pass on as they are
Q1. How do these people make الإقرار  and   الإمرار ?

All of these rightly guided people are in agreement upon الإقرار  (acknowledging the texts) and الإمرار (allowing them to pass on as they are) just as they occur without attempting to misinterpret them and distort them.

Rather they let these texts about Allaah’s Attributes pass just as they occur, with their wordings and their meanings.
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والإثبات لما ورد من الصفات في كتاب الله وسنة رسوله من غير تعرض لتأويله‏.‏
وقد أمرنا بالإقتفاء لآثارهم والإهتداء بمنارهم
And upon affirming whatever Attributes occur in the Book of Allaah and in the sunnah of His Messenger without making any attempt to interpret their meaning away.

And we have been commanded to follow in their tracks and to follow their signposts.

Q1.  What evidences does the shaykh quote with regards to following the path of the salaf?

The statement of Allaah, the Most High:

And the first
 and foremost
 from the muhaajireen 
 and the ansaar
 (those Muslims originally resident in Madeenah at the time of the Prophet) and those who followed them upon goodness – Allaah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him.

Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 100
And the statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:

Upon you is to follow my sunnah and the sunnah of the rightly guided khulafaa ur raashideen after me..

Q2. What is the meaning of   منار   ?
This word carries the meaning of ‘signposts on the road which show the traveller the way.’
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 وحذرنا المحدثات وأخبرنا أنها من الضلالات  
And we have been warned against the newly invented matters, and we have been informed that they are affairs of misguidance
Q1. What evidence does Shaykh al Fawzaan quote to prove this point?

He quotes the hadeeth of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:

Indeed the best speech is the Book of Allaah, and the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and the worst of all affairs are their muhdathaat (newly invented matters) and every newly invented matter is a bid’ah (innovation) and every innovation is a misguidance…

52
فقال النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم عليكم بسنتي
So the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Adhere to my sunnah
Q1. What is meant by the term ‘sunnah’?

This refers to whatever is established from him, whether it be his saying, his speech or his tacit approval.
Q2. What three proofs does the Shaykh quote to show that we are commanded to follow the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?

He quotes the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

Whatever the Messenger gives you, then take it.

And whatever he forbids you from, then withhold from it.

Soorah at Hashr (59) aayah 7

There is indeed in the Messenger of Allaah for you a fine example to be followed.

Soorah at Ahzaab (33) aayah 21

Whoever obeys the Messenger has indeed obeyed Allaah.

Soorah an Nisaa(3) aayah 80

Q3. Who are the khulafaa ur raashideen?

This term, meaning the rightly guided caliphs, refers to four people:

Aboo Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan and ‘Alee radi Allaahu ‘anhum.

Q4. Why are we commanded to take hold of their sunnah?

Their sunnah is the sunnah of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and they were people who correctly implemented the following of the Messenger.

� And Imaam ash Shaafi’ee’s lineage was: Muhammad ibn Idrees ibn al ‘Abbaas ibn ‘Uthmaan ibn Shaafi’ ibn as Saaib ibn ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Abd Yazeed ibn Haashim ibn al Muttalib ibn ‘Abd Manaaf.  And ‘Abd Manaaf was also a forefather of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah commenting on the statement of ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah :‘(and from eemaan in Allaah is: to have eemaan in that with which Allaah has described Himself in His Book) and in that with which His Messenger described Him’:





And the Messenger of Allaah’s description of his Lord can be divided into three types: (his describing Him) by statement, by action or by approval.


As for by statement: an example is…. his statement when taking his oath: ‘No, by the Turner of the Hearts…’


As for by action, then this type occurs less than by statement. An example is… a man came to him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam whilst he was giving the khutba to the people on Day of Jumu’ah, and said: O Messenger of Allaah, the livestock are dying…..


So he raised his hands (and supplicated to Allaah), and this…is a description of Allaah with highness – (done by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) in the manner of action.


As for approval:  then this occurs less than (those two categories) which came before it. An example is: his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam approval of the slave girl whom he asked: Where is Allaah?  She said: Above the heavens. So he approved of what she said and said: Set her free.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p66 to 67)





� And as Shaykh al Fawzaan mentions, the greatest matter with which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came was the Names and Attributes of Allaah.


� Reported by Muslim (1920), Ahmad, Aboo Daawud and others.


� Imaam an Nawawee rahimahullaah stated about this hadeeth in his explanation of Muslim:


‘And as for this group, then al Bukhaaree stated: They are the ahl ul ‘ilm (people of knowledge). And Ahmad ibn Hanbal stated: If they are not the ahl ul hadeeth (people of hadeeth), then I don’t know who they are’.


� Meaning ‘first from this ummah’ (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah of Shaykh al ‘Uthaymeen p638)


� Meaning ‘foremost in righteous deeds’ (ibid)


� Meaning ‘those who emigrated to Madeenah’ (ibid)


� Meaning ‘the people of Madeenah at the time of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam’  (ibid)


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad, Aboo Daawud and others and declared saheeh by al Albaanee rahimahumullaah.


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad, Muslim, al Bayhaqee and in the version collected by An Nasaa’ee there is the addition ‘and every misguidance is in the Fire’. (declared saheeh by al Albaanee).





