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وترك النظر في كتب المبتدعة والإصغاء إلى كلامهم
and abandoning looking into the books of the innovators 

and listening to their speech

Q1. Do the innovations of the innovators disappear once the innovators themselves have died?

No, for even though the innovators themselves may have died but the books which they wrote remain with us.

So just as it is obligatory to boycott the innovators, then it is likewise obligatory to abandon their books as well.
Q2. Are all Muslims forbidden from looking into the books of these people?

No, this is forbidden for a person who is a beginner in seeking Islaamic knowledge and who does not have the competence to examine these books because he will be deceived by what is in these books and these books will gain acceptance with him.

Q3. If not, then who is allowed to look into them and for what purpose?

As for the person who is mutamakkin (proficient) and well grounded in knowledge, then he may examine the books of the innovators in order to refute them and to warn the people against what is in these books. 
Q4. What is the danger for the rest of the Muslims in looking into these books?

The danger in them looking into the books is that these people’s thinking may be affected by this, as may their ‘aqeedah (creed and belief). 

This is because they are ignorant, unable to distinguish between Truth and falsehood and between what is incorrect and what is correct.
Q5. Can falsehood be made to look appealing and beautiful?

Yes, falsehood may be beautified and be phrased with attractive wordings. In fact, it is generally the case is that the people of debating and falsehood have been given eloquence and shaqaashiq (the ability to talk a great deal with speech that is of no substance) so that they may be a fitnah (trial).

Allaah, the Most High, says about the hypocrites:

And if they speak, then you listen to their words…

This is because these people are good at talking to the extent that the listener to their words may think that these people are upon something correct. These people have the ability to make their speech and their arguments seem beautiful and they have a good turn of phrase. And yet despite this, they are hypocrites who will be in the lowest depths of the Hellfire.

This is also illustrated by the line of poetry:

Embellishing speech adorns the falsehood contained therein

And the Truth may suffer as a result of being expressed badly

And Allaah, the Most High, says:

Devils from mankind and the jinn inspiring each other with embellished speech in order to deceive others…

Q6. Can a person’s heart be affected by reading these people’s books and listening to their speech?

The people of misguidance for the most part attempt to adorn and embellish their speech and lectures and books. So a person who is ignorant may become deceived by their speech if he reads it or hears it and it may have an effect upon his heart. 

For this reason, we are warned from looking into the books of the people of innovations and listening to their lectures and classes.

The exception to this is if a person who is able to distinguish between the Truth and falsehood looks into the books and speech of the people of innovation for the purpose of refuting them.

Q7. What feeble excuse do some people give for printing and distributing books of the innovators?

They say that they do this for purposes of culture, claiming that these books contain people’s opinions and people are free to have their own opinions and to express them.
Q8. How does the Shaykh respond to this?

The Shaykh responds by saying that printing and circulating these books is something forbidden and is in fact opening a door of evil to the Muslims. 

Rather the books of the people of innovations and misguidance should be seized by the authorities from the libraries and the markets.
Q9. Are these books like poison? Are they more harmful than poison?

Yes, they are like poison. In fact these books are more harmful than poison because poison only attacks the body of the person whereas these books of misguidance attack the person’s eemaan and his intellect.

And as poisons are made illegal for the people to obtain, thereby limiting the effect of the poisons on the people at large, then this is even more the case for these dangerous books, that they should be kept away from the people.
Q10. Can these books help a person’s understanding and intellect to be more refined?

No, the excuse that these books are important for cultural purposes, and that a person’s intellect and understanding have become broad in their outlook and should not narrow is merely false propaganda.
Q11. Is it mustahab (recommended) to warn against these books and their authors?

No, it is waajib (obligatory) to warn against them, their books, their speech. The fact that their books remain after they die is a calamity for us and not something good.
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وكل محدثة في الدين بدعة
and every new introduction into the religion is an innovation 

Q1. What is the meaning of ad deen here and what scope is there for introducing innovations into it?

Ad deen (the religion) only means that which Allaah and His Messenger legislated.

And therefore there is no scope for anyone else bringing new matters into it. People’s speech about ad deen is only to be taken if there is a proof from the Book of Allaah or the Sunnah of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to back it up.
Q2. Are there any muhdathaat (newly introduced matters) which are permissible?

Yes, the muhdathaat  relating to every day life and public welfare – and not those relating to affairs of the deen – then the asl 
  regarding them is that they are permissible. 

So the newly invented matters such as inventions and manufactured goods which were not present in times past do not count as bid’ (innovations in the religion) and do not therefore fall under the statement “and every new introduction into the religion is an innovation”.
Q3. Are cars and aeroplanes considered to be from the innovated matters?

Travel by cars, aeroplanes and ships and usage of inventions such as microphones and tape recorders are all innovations relating to every day life and not relating to the religion.

As such the asl regarding them is that they are permissible.
Q4. Are cars and aeroplanes and similar inventions used for evil or for good?

They are used by human beings for good sometimes and for evil purposes sometimes. 

So whoever uses them for good, then they become a blessing and an aid upon obedience to Allaah.

And whoever uses them for evil, then this is from his evil actions.

Otherwise these are things which are beneficial to the people.
Q5. Are we forbidden from using newly invented weapons such as tanks and rockets?

The Companions used to make jihaad with spears and arrows and swords whereas nowadays fighting is done with advanced weapons, missiles and fighter planes, tanks and bombs. However these modern day weapons are not considered to be innovations in the deen and are therefore permissible for us to use.

Indeed it is obligatory upon the Muslims to utilise that which will aid us upon defeating our enemy. 
Q6. What is the meaning of quwwah in the aayah quoted from Soorah al Anfaal here (8:60)?

Allaah, the Most High, said:

And prepare against them what you are able to from quwwah (strength) and from steeds (horses) of war….

In this aayah, the word quwwah is mentioned in the indefinite form in the context of a command. This indicates that it covers every kind of strength at every time each in accordance with the individual time and ability. 

So if we were to continue using only spears, arrows and swords against the might of modern destructive weaponry, then our weapons would not benefit us at all. Rather these destructive modern weapons can only be repelled with the like of them or something even stronger. 

Q7. Are there any “weapons” from the older times which will remain effective until the Day of Judgement?

Allaah, the Most High, said:

and from steeds (horses) of war….

Allaah mentions horses here because they contain good until the Day of Resurrection.

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Good is tied to the forelocks of horses until the Day of Resurrection.

Allaah, the Most High, said:

..and from steeds (horses) of war to cause the enemy of Allaah and the war enemy to fear and others besides them; you do not know them, Allaah knows them. 

Q8. What two types of quwwah must we have?

The two types of strength are:

1) the strength of hujjah (evidences), which comes about through beneficial knowledge

2) the strength of weaponry which comes about through preparing the modern tools of jihaad  in accordance with each individual time.
� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad :


So from abandoning the people of innovations is: abandoning looking into their books, fearing (that he will be put to) trial by them or circulating them (the books) amongst the people. 


So staying far from the places of misguidance is obligatory, as per his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam saying about the Dajjaal :


Whoever hears of him then let him stay far away from him, for by Allaah a man will surely go to him thinking that himself to be a believer but will then follow those false doubts with which he (the Dajjaal) was sent.


(Hadeeth reported by Aboo Daawud (4319)


And al Albaanee said: Its chain of narration is saheeh (authentic).





However if the intent behind looking into their books is to gain knowledge of their innovations in order to refute them, then there is no problem with this – for the person who has that from the correct ‘aqeedah which will protect him and who has the ability to refute them. Rather it may be something obligatory because refuting the innovation is obligatory. And that which is necessary for the completion of an obligatory matter is itself obligatory.


 (Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p85 to 86)





� Soorah al Munaafiqoon (63) aayah 4


� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 112


� The “default” ruling about it, which is to be adopted in the absence of any textual proof to the contrary.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah commenting on the hadeeth quoted by Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah “and beware of the newly introduced matters”





What is meant by it (“matters”) is matters of the religion. As for matters of the dunyaa (worldly life) then these do not fall under this hadeeth because the asl (ruling to be adopted in the absence of any proof to suggest otherwise) with regards to the matters of the dunyaa is that they are permissible. So whoever innovates in these (matters of the dunyaa) then it is permissible unless a proof (exists) to show that it is forbidden. 


However the asl with regards to matters of the religion is forbiddance; so whoever innovates in these then it is haraam (forbidden), an innovation, unless (there is) a proof from the Book and the Sunnah to show that it is something legislated.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p639 – 640)


� Soorah al Anfaal (8) aayah 60


� Soorah al Anfaal (8) aayah 60


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (2852), Muslim and Ahmad in the Musnad from the hadeeth of ‘Urwah ibn Abil Ja’d al Baariqee. 


� Soorah al Anfaal (8) aayah 60





