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أمهات المؤمنين
the mothers of the believers 

Q4. Who was the first of the wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

It was Khadeejah bint Khuwaylid radi Allaahu ‘anhaa  - may Allaah be pleased with her.
Q5. When and where did she marry him?

They were married in Makkah before he was raised as a prophet.
Q6. What comfort did she give him at the time of the start of revelation?

When the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam experienced the distress of revelation coming to him via Jibreel and he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam feared for himself, he mentioned this to Khadeejah. He said:

I fear for myself.

So she replied:

No by Allaah, Allaah will not disgrace you. Indeed you maintain ties of kinship and you entertain the guests and you aid the needy and you assist those who experience calamities. 

She continued calming him until his fear was calmed and she aided him for the rest of her lifetime in Makkah, at the time when the harm of the kuffaar was severe.

Q7. Whom else did he marry whilst she was still alive?

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam loved her intensely and did not marry anyone else whilst she was alive.
Q8. Which of his children did she not give birth to?

All of his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam children were from her, except for Ibraaheem whose mother was Maaria, the Coptic Egyptian who was taken as a slave girl by Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam .

Q9. How did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam show his love of her after she died?

After her death, he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam used to praise her and honour her female friends and mention good about her to the extent that this aroused jealousy in some of his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam wives.

Q10. Who is the second wife of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

It was Sawdah bint Zam’ah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.
Q11. When and where did she marry him?

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam married her after Khadeejah’s death in Makkah.
Q12. Did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam divorce her?

No, for although he considered doing this she persuaded him not do by saying to him that she would give up on her right of having one night with him and would give that right to ‘Aaishah instead.

In return, Sawdah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa would remain married to him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam thereby retaining the nobility and high station that came with this.

And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam died before Sawdah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.

Q13. Who was the third wife of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

It was Zaynab bint Khuzaymah, al Hilaaliyyah. He married her but she died shortly afterwards. 
Q14.  Did he die before her?

No, she died before him and she is therefore one of the two wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to die before him, the other being Khadeejah radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa .

Q15. Who was the fourth wife of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?

‘Aaishah as Siddeeqiyyah (the truthful woman who attested to the Truth) the daughter of as Siddeeq (Aboo Bakr, the truthful man who attested to the Truth).

Q16. When did the Prophet marry her?

He married her after the Migration to al Madeenah, although there is some disagreement about this.
Q17. What was unique about her out of all his wives?

From the features of ‘Aaishah which were not shared by any of his other wives were that:

1. She was the only virgin whom he married.

2. The revelation would come down to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam whilst he was upon her bed.

3. She was the most beloved of the women to him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  and her father was the most beloved of the men to him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam .

4. When he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam fell ill, he asked permission from his wives that he be nursed in the apartment of ‘Aaishah.

5. He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam died with his head in the lap of ‘Aaishah.
Q18. Who was the most beloved of all women to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

It was ‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.
Q19. Was his fourth wife a person of knowledge?

Yes, ‘Aaishah narrated a large number of ahaadeeth and rulings. She was the faqeehah (jurist) from amongst the women and she was counted amongst those from the Companions who delivered verdicts. Other Companions would refer back to her with regards to narrations and verdicts.
Q20. What virtues did Khadeejah have over ‘Aaishah – and vice versa?

The scholars differ in the issue of which of these two wives had the more excellence. What is correct is that each of these two had virtues which the other did not possess and it is not apparent which of the two had greater virtue since the virtues of one of them equalled the virtues of the other. 

Khadeejah had the virtue of coming into Islaam earlier and of aiding the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and that she was the mother of his children. 
Whereas ‘Aaishah had the virtue of learning and acquiring knowledge from the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and of teaching the nation the affairs of its religion. As mentioned, the Companions used to refer back to her. She also had the virtue of being drawn close to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  and his intense love for her.
Q21. Who were the fifth and sixth wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

The fifth wife was Maymoonah bint ul Haarith al Hilaaliyyah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa. 

The sixth wife was Hafsah bint ‘Umar al Khattaab radi Allaahu ‘anhaa. 

Q22. Who was the seventh wife of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

She was Zaynab bint Jahsh radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.  

Q23. In what way were the circumstances of her marriage different from that of the other wives?

It was that Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, contracted her marriage to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam from above the seven heavens.

Allaah, the Most High, said:

So when Zayd had completed his desire for her We married her to you.

And Zaynab radi Allaahu ‘anhaa used to boast of this fact to the other wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, by saying to them:

Your families married you off but Allaah married me off from above the Seven Heavens. 

Q24. Who were the eighth, ninth, tenth and eleventh wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

The eighth wife was Juwayriyyah bint ul Haarith radi Allaahu ‘anhaa. 

The ninth wife was Umm Salamah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa. 

The tenth wife was Umm Habeebah Ramlah bint Abee Sufyaan ibn al Haarith radi Allaahu ‘anhaa. 

The eleventh wife was Safiyyah bint Huyayy ibn Akhtab radi Allaahu ‘anhaa. 
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المطهرات المبرآت من كل سوء
Those who were rendered pure and who were declared free of all evil

Q1. What sort of person would Allaah choose to be the wife of His Prophet?

He would only choose the purest and best of the women for His Prophet.

Allaah, the Most High, said:

The foul women are for the foul men and the foul men are for the foul women, and the good and pure women are for the good and pure men, and the good and pure men are for the good and pure women.

Q2. Allaah chose certain women to be the wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.  What does this prove?

This proves their virtue above the other women of this ummah (Muslim nation).
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أفضلهم خديجة بنت خويلد وعائشة الصديقة بنت الصديق
And the most excellent of them is Khadeejah, the daughter of Khuwaylid and ‘Aaishah as Siddeeqiyyah, the daughter of as Siddeeq

Q1. What difference of opinion amongst the scholars regarding the wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is mentioned here?

He mentions the disagreement amongst the people of knowledge as to which of these two wives was the more excellent.
Q2. What is the correct position for us to take with regards to this issue?

The correct position is tawaqquf  (to withhold in this matter) and that each of the two women had virtues which the other did not possess.
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التي برأها الله في كتابه
(‘Aaishah) whom Allaah declared innocent in His Book

Q1. What Qur’aanic proof is quoted by the Shaykh hafidhahullaah here?

The foul women are for the foul men and the foul men are for the foul women, and the good and pure women are for the good and pure men, and the good and pure men are for the good and pure women. Those ones are declared innocent and free of what those people say. For them is forgiveness and a generous provision.

And whoever does not declare them innocent then that person is a kaafir because he would be denying the truthfulness of Allaah and His Messenger and of the consensus of the Muslims.
Q2. What great virtue of ‘Aaishah’s is mentioned by the Shaykh here?
‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa said about the difficulties encountered during the affair of the ifk (slanderous lie against her):
I did not expect that Allaah would send down Qur’aan which is recited about me; rather I just expected that a dream would come to Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in which Allaah would declare me innocent. 

So Allaah sent down Qur’aan about her virtue and her innocence, and this will be recited until the Day of Resurrection. 
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زوج النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم في الدنيا والآخرة فمن قذفها بما برأها الله منه فقد كفر بالله العظيم
The wife of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in this world and in the Hereafter so whoever accuses her of that which Allaah declared her innocent of, then he has disbelieved in Allaah, the Tremendous One

Q1. Which deviant sect is mentioned by the Shaykh here?

He mentions the Raafidah Shee’ah  - may Allaah disfigure them -  those who have hatred for and accuse the Companions, including ‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.

Q2. What ruling is passed by the scholars on this sect and why?

They pass the ruling that they are munaafiqoon (hypocrites) and disbelievers who will be in the lowest depths of the Hellfire despite their pretence to be Muslim.
� Reported by al Bukhaaree (3), Muslim and Ahmad in his Musnad from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa. 


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah :


And whoever ponders over the Seerah (life story of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) will discover the assistance which the Mother of the Believers, Khadeejah radi Allaahu ‘anhu (gave to) the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam (the like of) which did not occur from any of the other women.


 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p613)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah commenting on the statement of Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah about Khadeejah :“the mother of most of his children” : 





And she was as the author (ibn Taymiyyah) stated (here):


“the mother of most of his children” : the sons and the daughters.


And he (the author) did not say, “the mother of his children” because there were some of his children who were not from her, and this (refers to) Ibraaheem for he was from Maaria the Coptic Egyptian.


And his children who were from Khadeejah were two sons and four daughters:


(the sons were) al Qaasim, then ‘Abdullaah, and he is also called at Tayyib and at Taahir.


And as for the daughters, they were:


Zaynab, then Umm Kulthoom, then Faatimah then Ruqayyah.


And the older of the boys was al Qaasim and the oldest of the girls was Zaynab.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p612)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





Khadeejah the daughter of Khuwaylid, the mother of his (sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) children, except for Ibraaheem. The Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam married her after (she had had) two (previous) husbands: the first being ‘Ateeq ibn ‘Aabid and the second being Aboo Haalah at Tameemee. And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not marry anyone else along with her until she had died ten years after he was raised as a prophet before the Mi’raaj (the Night Ascent).





(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p80)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





She was Sawdah, the daughter of Zam’ah, al ‘Aamiriyyah, he married her after she had been married to a Muslim (male) who was as Sakraan ibn ‘Amr who was the brother of Suhayl ibn ‘Amr. She died at the end of the caliphate of ‘Umar and it is said (she died) in the year 54AH.


 (Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p80)








� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





Zaynab the daughter of Khuzaymah, al Hilaaliyyah, ‘the mother to the poor and needy’. He married her after her husband died as a martyr at Uhud , and she died in the year 4AH shortly after he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam married her.





(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p81)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:


‘Aaishah the daughter of Aboo Bakr as Siddeeq. He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was shown her in a dream two or three times (before he married her) and it was said, “This is your wife”...She died in the year 58AH.





(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p80)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





Maymoonah the daughter of al Haarith al Hilaaliyyah. He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam married her in 7AH during the ‘Umrah of the Agreement, after she had previously been married to two Muslims: the first of them being ibn ‘Abd Yaaleel and the second was Aboo Ruhm ibn ‘Abdil ‘Uzzah. He consummated his marriage to her at Sariff and she died there in the year 51AH.


 


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p81)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:


She was Hafsah, the daughter of ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab. He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam married her after she had been married to a Muslim called Khunays ibn Khudhaafah who was killed at Uhud. And she died in the 41AH.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad pp80 to 81)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





She was Zaynab the daughter of Jahsh al Asadiyyah, the daughter of his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam paternal aunt (Umaymah, the daughter of ‘Abdul Muttalib). He married her after she was married to his freed slave Zayd ibn Haarithah in 5AH and she died in 20AH.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p 81)





� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 37


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (4720) from the hadeeth of Anas ibn Maalik.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





She was Juwayriyyah the daughter of al Haarith al Khuzaa’iyyah. He married her after she had been married to Musaafi’ ibn Safwaan  - or it is said: Maalik ibn Safwaan in 6AH and she died in 56AH.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p 81)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





She was Umm Salamah Hind, the daughter of Aboo Umayyah al Makhzoomiyyah. He married her after the death of her husband Aboo Salamah, who was ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Abdil Asad who died from his wounds sustained at Uhud. She died in 61AH. 


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p 81)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





She was Umm Habeebah Ramlah, the daughter of Aboo Sufyaan. He married her after her husband had accepted Islaam but then (apostatised) to Christianity and he was ‘Ubaydullaah ibn Jahsh. She died in al Madeenah during the caliphate of her brother (Mu’aawiyyah) in the year 44AH.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p 81)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





She was Safiyyah the daughter of Huyayy ibn Akhtab, from (the Jewish tribe of) Banoo Nadeer. She was from the descendants of Haaroon ibn ‘Imraan sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam set her free and he made her emancipation to be her dowry for her marriage after she had been married to two previous husbands, the first of the two being Salaam ibn Mishkam and the second being Kinaanah ibn Abil Huqayq . He married her after the conquest of Khaybar in 6AH and she died in 50AH. 


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p 81)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:





And there remain (after mentioning these eleven wives) two wives with whom he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not consummate marriage and for whom the rulings and virtues for those preceding (eleven Mothers of the Believers) do not apply, and they are:


1) Asmaa, the daughter of an Nu’maan al Kindiyyah. The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam married her then divorced her and they differ as to the reason for the divorce… Then al Muhaajir ibn Abee Umayyah married her.


2) Umaymah the daughter of an Nu’maan ibn Sharaaheel al Jooniyyah and she was the one who said, “I seek refuge with Allaah from you” so he divorced her – and Allaah knows best.





 (Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad pp 81 to 82)





� Soorah an Noor (24) aayah 26


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah:


‘Aaishah and Khadeejah were from the Mothers of the Believers – may Allaah be pleased with them – and the scholars have differed as to which of the two was the more excellent:


1) So it is said – ‘Aaishah was indeed the more excellent


2) And it is said – Khadeejah was indeed the more excellent…


So the angles (from which this issue is examined) are three:


Firstly – with respect to their both being wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. So in this case, there is no comparison since all of the wives of the Messengers share in this virtue.


Secondly – with respect to their station with Allaah, and there is no comparison (to be made) either because this is something which we are ignorant of. And how often is it the case that two people have the same (amount of) knowledge yet the (difference) between their two stations with Allaah is like that between the Heaven and the Earth? This is because Allaah does not look to our appearances nor our actions; He only looks to (what is in) our hearts.


So what remains for us is (to assess) the actions which are manifest – which of the two was more excellent: ‘Aaishah or Khadeejah?


The most correct thing which is said in that (issue) is: that which the author (Shaykh Muhammad ibn Ahmad as Safaareenee) rahimahullaah has indicated  - 


that Khadeejah had the virtue of precedence in (accepting) Islaam,


and she had the virtue of aiding the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam at the beginning of his affair,


and that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam would continue to remember her


and that he did not marry anyone along with her


and that she was the mother of most of his children


and that she had great virtues.





‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa in herself was the most beloved of the women to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ,


and the great care which she took of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ,


and the intensity of her love for him,


and that large (amount of) knowledge which she spread in this nation 


 - with this she is distinguished over Khadeejah.





So this (one of the two wives) was more excellent from one angle and this (other one) was more excellent from one angle.


(al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah p488 - 489)





� Soorah an Noor (24) aayah 26


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (4750).


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah :


So the Raafidees have transgressed against the Companions with their hearts and with their tongues:


So in their hearts, they have hatred towards and dislike for the Companions except those whom they have made a means to attaining their (the Raafidees’) goals and they go beyond the due limit with regards to them – and they are the aal ul bayt (the people of the family of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ).


So upon their tongues they revile them (the Companions) then they curse them, saying: Indeed they were oppressors! And they say: They committed apostasy after the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam except for a few (of them)�  - and other than that from the well known things in their books.


And in reality, reviling the Companions radi Allaahu ‘anhum is not a disparagement of the Companions radi Allaahu ‘anhum only; rather it is a revilement of the Companions and of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and of the Sharee’ah of Allaah and of the Self of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.


As for it being a revilement of the Companions, then this is something clear.


As for it being a revilement of the Messenger of Allaah, this it is from the angle that (according to the view of the Raafidees) his trustees and his successors over his nation were from the most evil of the creation. And this contains a revilement of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam from another angle which is accusing him of lying in that which he informed us about their virtues and their outstanding characteristics.


As for it being a revilement of the Sharee’ah of Allaah, then it is because the intermediate stage between us and the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in transmitting the Sharee’ah was the Companions. So if their integrity and honesty is (deemed to be) missing, then there remains no trust in that which they transmitted from the Sharee’ah.


As for it being a revilement of Allaah, the Perfect, then it is from the angle that He sent His Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam amongst the worst of the creation and He chose them for his companionship and to carry His Sharee’ah and transmit it to his nation!!


 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p615 to 616)








