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وذكر محاسنهم والترحم عليهم والاستغفار لهم والكف عن ذكر 
وما شجر بينهم مساوئهم
..and to mention their good qualities and to supplicate for mercy for them and to supplicate for forgiveness for them 

Q1. What is meant by wa maa shajara baynahum ?

Literally “whatever occurred between them”, this refers to whatever disagreement occurred between them. This disagreement came about between the Companions as a result of ijtihaad  (striving to attain correctness).
Q2. Is the mujtahid punished if he arrives at the wrong verdict in an issue of ijtihaad ?

No, he is not. For if he arrives at the correct decision, he receives two rewards; and if he arrives at the incorrect decision, then he receives one reward and the error is forgiven.

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

When the judge passes a judgement and he strives to reach the correct decision and he attains correctness then there are two rewards for him.

And when he judges and strives and makes a mistake then there is a single reward for him.
 

And the Companions are the ones to whom this is most applicable.
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واعتقاد فضلهم ومعرفة سابقتهم
and to believe in their excellence and recognise their precedence

Q1. Is it sufficient to narrate the virtues of the Companions without truly believing in your heart that they had these virtues?

No, for as well about speaking about their virtues, a person must believe this in his heart. 
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قال الله تعالى
والذين جاءوا من بعدهم يقولون 
ربنا اغفر لنا ولإخواننا الذين سبقونا بالإيمان 
ولا تجعل في قلوبنا غل للذين آمنوا
Allaah, the Most High, said:

And those who come after them say,

“O our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in eemaan and do not place in our hearts any ghill (ill feeling) towards those who believe…"

Q1. What does this aayah tell us about the approach of the believer to the Companions of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

He supplicates for forgiveness for them, he recognises and affirms for them their precedence in Islaam and eemaan . 

And he asks Allaah that He should remove from his heart any ghill (i.e. hatred and dislike) towards the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
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وقال تعالى
محمد رسول الله والذين معه أشداء على الكفار رحماء بينهم‏
And He, the Most High, said:

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah, and those who are with him are stern upon the kuffaar and merciful amongst themselves.

Q1. Whom is intended by “those who are with him” in this aayah?

This refers to the Companions of Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam .

Q2. What is their attitude to the kuffaar ?

They are stern upon disbelievers, strong against them and not deterred by the rebuke of those people who rebuke them (i.e. who rebuke the believers) acting in this way for the sake of Allaah.

They hate the disbelievers and free themselves from them, striving against them for the sake of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.
Q3. What is the approach of “those who are with him” to each other?

They are merciful to each other, just like a single body or like a single structure whose parts support each other.
Q4. Are these people described in the Tawraat?

Yes, as Allaah, the Most High, says:

...stern upon the kuffaar and merciful amongst themselves; you will see them bowing and prostrating, seeking bounty from Allaah and His Pleasure. Their sign is seen upon their faces from the effects of prostration. That is their description in the Tawraat.

Q5. Is the Tawraat available nowadays the same as that revealed to Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam ?

No, parts of the Tawraat which came down to Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam have been denied and distorted by the Jews.
Q6. To whom was the Injeel revealed?

It was the book sent down to ‘Eesaa ‘alaiyhissalaam .
Q7. Why was the analogy of a seed used in the aayah quoted from Soorah al Fat-h (48: 29)?

Allaah, the Most High, said:

And their description in the Injeel is that of a seed which sends forth a shoot and it strengthens it and it becomes stout, standing straight upon its stem, delighting the sowers.

So Islaam arose as something weak in the beginning, the Companions being few in number, just like the seedling when it first sprouts.

Then their affair became stronger just as a shoot becomes stronger. 

Then it grew up upon its stems. 

This is a description of the seedling as it matures.

Q8. Why does the seed delight the sowers in this aayah?

The shoot pleases its sowers when it gains its strength and when it has fruits, and because of the fact that some parts of it intertwine with others. 
Q9. Who are the people in this aayah who enrage the kuffaar ?

Allaah, the Most High, says:

So that the kuffaar should become enraged by them..

It is the Companions who enrage the kuffaar.

Q10. The kufr of which sect is proved by this aayah?

Some of the imaams use this aayah as a proof for the kufr of the Raafidah Shee’ah because the Raafidah have hatred for the Companions. This is because Allaah says:

So that the kuffaar should become enraged by them..

And this shows that the one who is enraged by the Companions is a kaafir.
275
وقال النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم‏:‏ ‏
"‏لاتسبوا أصحابي فإن أحدكم لو أنفق مثل أحد ذهبا
ما بلغ مد أحدهم ولا نصيفه
ومن السنة الترضي عن أزواج رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم 
And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Do not abuse my Companions,

for if one of you were to spend the like of Uhud in gold (in charity) it would not reach a handful of one of them, not even a half.

And from the Sunnah is to supplicate for (Allaah’s) Pleasure upon the wives of Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. 
Q1. Which group from the Companions is now going to be discussed?

The Imaam will discuss the wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and they were from the most excellent of the Companions. His wives were from the ahl ul bayt (the people of his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam household).
Q2. With what were they commanded in the aayah quoted from Soorah al Ahzaab (33:33)?

Allaah, the Most High, says:

Allaah wishes to banish evil from the ahl ul bayt (people of the household) and to completely purify you.

So He commanded them to remain in the houses and he forbade them from going out and displaying themselves. He commanded them to establish the prayer, to give the zakaat and to obey Allaah and His messenger.

And this aayah, which is addressed to the wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam proves that they were from the ahl ul bayt.
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أمهات المؤمنين
the mothers of the believers 

Q1. In what sense are they “mothers of the believers”?

Allaah, the Most High, says:

The Prophet has greater rights over the believers than their own selves do; and his wives are mothers to them. 

They are the mothers of the believers in terms of the believers’ having respect for them, honour for them and the prohibition of the believers marrying them after the death of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

Allaah, the Most High, says:

And it is not right for you to harm Allaah’s Messenger nor for you to ever marry his wives after him. That would be a tremendous sin with Allaah.

But his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam wives are not like mothers to the believers in terms of 

a) the hijaab  - these women must cover themselves in front of the believers

b) the believing men not being mahram for these women

c) the believers are prohibited from being in seclusion with these women

For in these aspects, his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam wives are just like the other women and not like mothers.

Allaah, the Most High, says:

O Prophet! Say to your wives and your daughters and to the believing women that they should draw their jilbaabs upon themselves. 
 
Q2. Why are they forbidden to marry anyone after the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

It is because they will be his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam wives in Paradise as well as this world. Allaah gave the wives a choice between: a) the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam divorcing them and their marrying someone else and b) remaining with the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and to have patience upon the difficulties that this would entail.

And the wives chose the second of these two options with its concomitant hardships. As a result, Allaah rewarded them with being his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam wives in this world and in the Hereafter, and Allaah restricted the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to being married to them only. 

Allaah, the Most High, said:

It is not permissible for you to marry other women after them nor that you should change them for other wives even if their beauty is pleasing to you except for those (slave girls) which your right hand possesses. And Allaah is ever a Watcher over you. 

Q3. Did they have a life of ease and comfort with the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?

No, for his wives endured a life of poverty and great need and the hardships of life. 
� Reported by al Bukhaaree (7352), Muslim and Ahmad in the Musnad from the hadeeth of ‘Amr ibn al ‘Aas and Aboo Hurayrah.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah:


And the scholars have differed (on the issue) of whether the statement of the Companion constitute a proof or not? Meaning – is it allowed for us to depend upon the statement of the Companion in our religion? Or do we say that we do not depend upon the statement of anyone except for the statement of Allaah and His Messenger?


So from the scholars are those who say: We do not depend on anything other than the statement of Allaah and His Messenger. As for other than this, then the person is a mujtahid (someone striving to reach the correct answer) – he makes errors (sometimes) and he reaches the correct decision (sometimes). And we are not compelled (to follow) his statement.


And from the scholars are those who say: Rather the statement of the Companion certainly constitutes a proof – with the condition that it does not oppose a text, and that it does not oppose other than it. So if it opposes a text then it is rejected, regardless of whether that be a text from the Qur’aan or (from) the Sunnah. And if it opposes other than it, then it is returned back to at tarjeeh ( giving preference to that which is more correct). So we give preference to the one whose statement is most correct. 


And from the scholars are those who add a third condition which is that (the Companion) be known for (his) fiqh and knowledge, so as to exclude the Companion who did not meet the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam much. And this is a condition which is a must.


And without doubt, the person whose statement the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam stipulated must be followed, then (this person’s) statement would constitute a proof – if it does not oppose a text – such as the statement of the Prophet “Take as an model to be followed those two who are after me, Aboo Bakr and ‘Umar” and “If they were to follow Aboo Bakr and ‘Umar, they would be rightly guided” . And this is a testimony from the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that the statement of Aboo Bakr and ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa is true guidance.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah p490)


� Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 10


� Soorah al Fat-h (48) aayah 29


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah:





And from the special characteristics of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is that being a Companion of his is something that comes about by meeting him (whilst being) upon eemaan even if it (that meeting) was just for one moment.


For this reason, they said: A Sahaabee (Companion) is the person who met the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam believing in him and died upon that – that is a Companion.


As for a person other than the Messenger, then someone cannot be his companion until after a long time has passed.


But from the special characteristics of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is that his Companion is the person who met him, believing in him and died upon that – such that if we were to suppose that (this person) came to the Prophet and believed in him and turned away to (attend to) his sheep and his camels, then he would be considered to be from the Companions.


However, being a Companion is of different levels in accordance with what has preceded in this chapter.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah pp489 to 490)
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� Reported by al Bukhaaree (3673), Muslim and Ahmad in his Musnad from the hadeeth of Aboo Sa’eed al Khudree radi Allaahu ‘anhu.


� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 33.


And in the preceding aayah, Allaah states:


O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other women. If you have taqwaa (fear of and dutifulness towards Allaah), then do not be soft in speech lest he in whose heart is a disease be moved with desire – but (rather) speak in a manner that is good.


And stay in your houses and do not display yourselves like that of the times of Jaahiliyyah (pre Islaamic ignorance). And perform the prayer and give the zakaat  and obey Allaah and His Messenger. 


Allaah wishes to banish evil…(to the end of the aayah)


Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayaat 32 to 33


� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 6


� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 53


� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 59


� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 52





