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ومن السنة تولي أصحاب رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم ومحبتهم
And from the Sunnah is alliance and attachment to the Companions of Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and love of them
Q1. What topic is going to be addressed here?

It is the topic of having tawallee (alliance and attachment) for the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and loving them.
Q2. Why should we love the Companions?

We love them in an unconditional manner because of what Allaah gave to them in particular from companionship of Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam together with their precedence in accepting Islaam and fighting along with Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam . We also love them because of what Allaah favoured them with by way of knowledge and action.

So the Companions are the best of nations after the prophets and the best of this nation after its Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam .
Q3. What should our approach to the Companions be?

It is obligatory to respect them and it is forbidden to speak against any one of them or to hunt for their mistakes and disclose their mistakes to the people. 

We are commanded to love the Companions and to ally ourselves and attach ourselves to them and to speak in praise of them, and to leave off seeking out their mistakes and belittling any one of them.
Q4. Did some of the Companions make mistakes?

Yes, but the virtues which the Companions had cover up and wipe away whatever mistakes may have emanated from them.
Q5. What Qur’aanic proof(s) does the Shaykh quote to show in praise of the Muhaajiroon?

Allaah, the Most High, says:

(A share of the booty is) for the poor and needy from the Muhaajireen, those who were forced out from their homes and their property and they left, seeking bounty from Allaah and His Pleasure and aiding (the religion) of Allaah and His Messenger. 

They are the true ones.

Q6. What Qur’aanic proof(s) does the Shaykh quote to show in praise of the Ansaar?

Allaah, the Most High, says:

And those who already had homes in al Madeenah and believed before their arrival – they love those who migrate to them and they do not find any resentment in their chests on account of what they had been given. And they prefer them (the Muhaajiroon) over themselves, even though they themselves were in need.

And whoever is saved from the avarice of his own soul, then they are the successful ones.
 

Q7. What hadeeth does the Shaykh quote to show the great virtue of the Companions over the Muslims that came after them?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Do not abuse my Companions, for by the One in Whose Hand is my soul, if one of you were to spend the like of Mount Uhud in gold (in charity) it would not reach a handful of one of them, not even half of it. 

So even if one of the Muslims spent the like of Mount Uhud purely for the sake of Allaah, this act of charity would not attain the reward or virtue of the like of a handful of food given by the Companions or even half a handful. 

So how then can a later person come looking for mistakes and slips from the Companions and publicises the errors of these great people? This is not permissible.

Q8. Did disputes occur between the Companions?

Yes, but we are likewise forbidden from delving into these disputes which occurred in the caliphate of ‘Alee ibn Abee Taalib radi Allaahu ‘anhu.  

So fitnah (trials and tribulations) came upon ‘Uthmaan radi Allaahu ‘anhu and he was killed as a martyr and a person oppressed. ‘Alee radi Allaahu ‘anhu was then given the pledge of allegiance but he did not attain full control of the situation in his caliphate.
Q9. Who was responsible for stirring up the fitnah in the time of ‘Alee radi Allaahu ‘anhu ?

This was done by the people who infiltrated into the ranks of the Companions and who spread the seeds of discord, provoking fitnah until wars occurred.

And these troublemakers killed ‘Uthmaan and then entered into the army of ‘Alee but they were not from the Companions. These infiltrators provoked the fighting at the Battle of the Camel and at Siffeen and other places.
Q10. What excuse do we find for the Companions who fell into dispute?

The Companions who entered into the disputes that occurred are counted as being mujtahidoon (a person who strove to do what was correct), desiring the Truth. So either they arrived at what was correct or they arrived at what was incorrect. And in the latter case, their mistake was forgiven.
Q11. Do the Companions’ good deeds outweigh their mistakes or vice versa?

Their virtues and praiseworthy deeds wiped away and covered over that mistakes emanated from them – may Allaah, the Most High, be pleased with them.
Q12. Are we therefore allowed to delve into the issue of the wars between the Companions?

No, this is not permissible for us. We are not allowed to delve into the wars which occurred nor the trials and tribulations which took place except for the purpose of looking for excuses for these Companions. 

And the people of the sunnah do not enter into these issues unless they are compelled to do so – for example to refute someone of falsehood or to debate with a person of deviated beliefs.

As for delving into these issues with the purpose of finding fault in the Companions, then that is not permissible. 

Q13. What benefit does the Shaykh hafidhahullaah take from the aayah quoted from Soorah al Hashr (59:10)?

Allaah, the Most High, said:

And those who come after them (i.e. after the Companions) say, “O our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who preceded us upon eemaan and do not place any ill feeling in our hearts towards those who believed! 

O our Lord, indeed You are Compassionate, Merciful.

The Shaykh advises us to always remember this aayah about making du’aa for the Companions (and for our attitude towards them) and to not leave it. 
� Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 8


� Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 9


� Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah also quotes the statements of Allaah, the Most High in praise of the Companions:





Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. And those who are along with him are stern with the kuffaar , merciful amongst themselves. You will see them bowing and prostrating, seeking Bounty from Allaah and His Pleasure. Their sign can be seen upon their faces from the effects of prostration. That is their description in the Tawraat.


And their description in the Injeel is that of a seed which sends forth its shoot and it strengthens it and it becomes stout and stands straight on its stem, delighting the sowers so that He may enrage the kuffaar with them.


Allaah has promised those from them who believe and work righteous deeds forgiveness and a tremendous reward.


Soorah al Fat-h (48) aayah 29





And Allaah, the Most High, says: 


And the first and foremost from the Muhaajireen and the Ansaar and those who followed them upon goodness - Allaah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. He has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow , remaining therein forever. That is the tremendous success.


Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 100





And Allaah, the Most High, says: 


Allaah certainly guided the Prophet and the Muhaajireen and the Ansaar, those who followed him in the hour of difficulty (the expedition of Taabook) after the hearts of a group of them almost deviated and doubted (due to the severe hardship) but then Allaah caused them to turn to him. Indeed He is Compassionate and Merciful to them.


Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 117





� Reported by al Bukhaaree (3673), Muslim and Ahmad in his Musnad from the hadeeth of Aboo Sa’eed al Khudree radi Allaahu ‘anhu.


� Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 10





