Chapter 31

Chapter 31 Box 1/5
And the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

And from the people are those who have taken besides Allaah andaad  whom they love as they love Allaah.

(to the end of the aayah)

1) What is the rest of the aayah quoted by the Imaam here?

Those who have eemaan (truly believe) are stronger in their love of Allaah.

And if those who committed wrong could see when they will see the punishment that all might is for Allaah and that Allaah is severe in punishment.

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

2) What is the foundation of the religion of Islaam?
Love of Allaah is the foundation of the religion of Islaam. So by completion of it, the person’s religion becomes completed.
3) What happens if this foundation is deficient?

If the person’s love of Allaah is deficient, then the person’s tawheed is deficient.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
4) andaad  -  others like them and rivals
5) whom they love as they love Allaah – they make them equal with Allaah in love and veneration. 
6) and those who have eemaan are stronger in their love of Allaah – (stronger) than the love that the people (who have taken andaad) have for Allaah..

And it is said: (stronger) that the love that the people (who have taken andaad) have for their andaad. 

With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
7) What crime committed by the mushrikoon is mentioned by Allaah in this aayah?
They set up for Allaah rivals from His creation, making them equal with Allaah in love and veneration. 
8) How are the people of eemaan different from them in this?
They make their love purely and sincerely for Allaah just as they make their other acts of worship purely and sincerely for Him.
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

9) That the person who takes a rival, his love for it being equal to the love that he has for Allaah, then that person is a mushrik who has committed greater shirk.

10) That there are those from the mushrikoon who love Allaah greatly, yet that love will not benefit them unless it is made purely and sincerely for Allaah alone.
Chapter 31 Box 2/5
And His Statement, He the Most High:

Say: If your fathers and your sons..

Up to His Statement:

Are more beloved to you than Allaah and His Messenger.

(up to the end of the aayah)
The aayah in full:

Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your relatives, your wealth which you have accumulated and the commerce in which you fear a decline and the dwellings which please you are more beloved to you than Allaah and His Messenger and jihaad in His path – then wait until Allaah brings about His Command.

And Allaah does not guide the people who are faasiqoon (sinful, disobedient to Allaah).

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) relatives – your close relatives
2) more beloved to you – i.e. these eight things (mentioned in the aayah)  are more beloved to you than Allaah and His Messenger and jihaad in His cause
3) then wait – wait to see His punishment which will come upon you
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
4) What did Allaah command the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to do in this aayah?

He commanded him to threaten those people who love these things and who give preference to all or some of them over and above love of Allaah and His Messenger and over doing that which Allaah has made obligatory upon them from those actions which He loves and is pleased with. 
5) What does the Shaykh say about the person who claims to love Allaah but in reality puts love of the matters (mentioned in the aayah) ahead of his love for Allaah?

He says that such a person is a kaadhib (liar) and he should wait for punishment. 
6) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

This aayah shows the obligation of giving precedence to love of Allaah and to love of whatever people and actions He loves and that a person should give these precedence over everything besides them.

With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

7) The obligation to love Allaah and to love that which He loves.

8) The obligation to love the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

9) The threat to the person for whom these eight matters (mentioned in the aayah) or other than them are more beloved than his religion.

Chapter 31 Box 3/5

Anas reported that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

None of you shall have complete eemaan (faith) until I am more beloved to him than his son and his father and the whole of mankind.

They both reported it.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) the whole of mankind – this is an example of attaching something general (whole of mankind) to something specific (specific members of mankind, such as son and father)

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
2) What does loving the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam necessitate from us?

It necessitates that a person obeys him and follows him in what he has commanded and giving precedence to his saying over the saying of every created being. 

3) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

This hadeeth contains a proof for the obligation of giving preference to love of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam over the love of every created being and that correct and full implementation of eemaan is dependent upon that. 
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

4) The obligation of loving the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and putting this love ahead of the love for all the other created beings.

5) That actions are from eemaan (true faith) because mahabbah (love) is an action of the heart  - and eemaan was negated from the person to whom the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was not more beloved than those things mentioned in this hadeeth.
6) That negating eemaan (from someone) does not prove that the person has left Islaam.

7) That the effects of al eemaan as saadiq (true faith) must be displayed by the person who has it.
Chapter 31 Box 4/5

And from both of them that he said:

The Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There are three (qualities), the person who has them will find through them the sweetness of eemaan:

That Allaah and His Messenger are more beloved to him than anything other than these two

That he loves a person not loving him for other than Allaah

That he hates to return to kufr after Allaah saved him from it just as he hates that he be thrown into the Fire.

And in one narration:

None shall find the sweetness of eemaan until..

Up to the end.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) from both of them – i.e. al Bukhaaree and Muslim, from Anas
2) will find through them the sweetness of eemaan  - because of what would be attained by him from delight of the heart and its bliss and its joy
3) than anything other than these two – from that which a person loves by his nature such as the child and the wives and the like of that
4) he loves a person – i.e. the person whom he believes to have eemaan and is upon worship
5) not loving him for other than Allaah – because of his (the person he loves) obedience to Allaah
6) just as he hates that he be thrown into the Fire – i.e. the two matters are equal in his eyes: being thrown into Fire and returning to kufr. 
7) and in one narration – i.e. that of al Bukhaaree
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
8) What three praiseworthy characteristics are mentioned in this hadeeth?

1) Giving precedence to the love of Allaah and of His Messenger over the love of everything else besides, from family and wealth

2) Loving those people on account of their eemaan and their obedience to Allaah, and not for any worldly purpose 
3) Hating kufr with total hatred such that it would be just the same for him as being thrown into Fire.
9) What will be the effect on the person of having these three characteristics?

He will taste the sweetness of eemaan; he will find delight in performing the acts of obedience and he will be able to bear the difficulties for the sake of seeking Allaah’s Pleasure.
10) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It shows the excellence of giving precedence to love of Allaah and His Messenger, Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam over the love of everything else besides them.
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

11) The excellence of giving priority to the love of Allaah and of His Messenger Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam over everything.

12) The excellence of loving for the sake of Allaah.

13) That the believers love Allaah, the Most High, with a pure and sincere love.

14) That the person who has these three characteristics is more excellent that the person who does not have them, even if the person who has them was a disbeliever and then accepted Islaam or was a sinner and then repented from his sin.

15) That it is Islaamically legislated to have hatred for kufr and the kuffaar (disbelievers) because the person who hates something (also) hates the one who is described with that thing.

Chapter 31 Box 5/5

And from ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa that he said:

Whoever loves for the sake of Allaah and hates for the sake of Allaah, befriends for the sake of Allaah and manifests enmity for the sake of Allaah  - then the walaayah of Allaah will only be achieved through this.

And the servant will not find the delight and joy of eemaan  - even if his prayer and fasting are abundant – until he is like that. 

And most of the love and friendship amongst the people is for the dunyaa (worldly life) and that will not avail them at all.

Reported by ibn Jareer.

And ibn ‘Abbaas said with regard to His statement, He the Most High:

And the relations (of love between them in this worldly life) will be cut off from them.

He said: (Meaning) Love.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) loves for the sake of Allaah – i.e. he loves the believers on account of their having eemaan in Allaah
2) befriends for the sake of Allaah – i.e. he allies himself to the believers by aiding them and respecting them and giving honour to them
3) hates for the sake of Allaah – he hates the non Muslims and the sinners because of their disobeying their Lord
4) manifests enmity – he makes apparent his enmity towards the kuffaar by his actions such as his striving against them and his freeing himself from them
5) walaayah of Allaah -  Allaah takes that person as a walee (beloved friend), aiding him and loving him
6) for the dunyaa – for the sake of this world so they love this dunyaa and they love on account of this dunyaa 
7) and that will not avail them at all – it will not benefit them at all; rather it will harm them.
With regards to the general meaning of this narration:
8) How, according to this narration, may a person taste the delight and joy of eemaan ?

The person must have love for the awliyaa (beloved servants) of Allaah and hatred for His enemies as well as manifesting this love and his manifesting this hatred, by his assisting the believers and by dissociating himself from the evil doers and striving against them. 

The person who does not do these will not taste the delight of eemaan even if he were to have an abundance of worship. 
9) To whom is the aayah from Soorah al Baqarah referring and what will happen to these people on the Day of Judgement?

It refers to those people of shirk who had love for each other in this world but it was not love for the sake of Allaah. The love will be cut off between them on the Day of Resurrection and it will betray them when they are in the greatest need of it. They will free themselves from each other because this love of theirs was for other than Allaah.
With regards to the relevance of this narration to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed:

10) What are the two conditions that must be met for the servant to attain the love of Allaah and His aid?

They are:

1) That the person loves the awliyaa (beloved servants) of Allaah and he hates His enemies.
2) That he manifests the love for the awliyaa of Allaah and the hatred of His enemies through his actions, aiding His awliyaa and his striving against His enemies. 
With regards to benefits of the narration, fill in the missing words:

This narration shows:

11) An explanation of the causes by which are attained the love of Allaah for His servant and His assistance of him.

12) A description of Allaah as having the (attribute of) Love, in manner that befits His Majesty.

13) The legislated nature of and the excellence of loving for the sake of Allaah and hating for the sake of Allaah, and that performing many righteous actions will not suffice a person from these two (actions of loving and hating for the sake of Allaah).

14) That it is Islaamically legislated  to support and assist the believers, and to hate the disbelievers and strive against them.

15) An explanation of the fruit of loving and hating for the sake of Allaah (which includes) tasting the pleasure of eemaan and taking delight in it.

16) An criticism of loving and hating for the sake of this worldly life and a clarification of the evil of its end result.
� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 165


� Shaykh al Ghudayaan commented in his lesson on this chapter:


This contains an explanation that the believer loves Allaah and he does not love anything else besides Him with love that is ‘ibaadah (worship). As for a person’s loving food, drink, sexual relations with their spouse – then that is not what is meant here. Rather what is referred to here is the love that is ‘ibaadah .


� Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 24


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (no 15) and Muslim (no 44).


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (no 16) and Muslim (no 43).


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 166





