Chapter 32

Chapter 32 Box 1/5

The statement of Allaah, the Most High:

It is only Shaytaan who tries to frighten you of his allies. So do not fear them, and fear Me if you are truly believers.

1) What is the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed?

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
2) It is only – the word “innamaa” here is used as a grammatical construction to indicate hasr (being restricted)
3) Shaytaan – a title for the accursed Iblees
4) tries to frighten you -  meaning: Shaytaan causes you people to have fear of his allies and he gives you the false impression that they possess great strength
5) and fear Me – do not disobey Me in my commands
6) if you are truly believers – this is because eemaan necessitates that the people give precedence to the fear of Allaah over the fear of the people.
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
7) Why should the Enemy of Allaah try to instill fear of his allies into the believers?

Shaytaan does this so that the believers should not strive against him and his allies nor will they command them with the good nor forbid them from evil.
8) What has Allaah commanded us to do instead?

Allaah has commanded us to fear Him alone because this is what is necessitated by eemaan .
9) What is the relationship between our fear of Allaah on one hand and our fear of the allies of Shaytaan on the other?

The stronger that a person’s eemaan is, the more the fear of Shaytaan’s allies will pass away from the person’s heart.

And the weaker that a person’s eemaan is, the stronger will be his fear of them.
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

10) That khawf (reverential fear) is an act of worship; it is obligatory to make it purely and sincerely for Allaah.

11) That directing khawf to other than Allaah is shirk - such as fearing that something other than Allaah like an idol or a taaghoot (false object of worship) may inflict something which you dislike upon you.

12) A warning against the plot of Shaytaan.
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And His statement:

And from the people are those who say, “We have eemaan in Allaah”. Then when they suffer harm in the path of Allaah they consider the tribulation of the people to be just like the punishment of Allaah..

(Up to the end of the aayah)
1) What is the completion of the aayah?

It is:

And if there comes victory from your Lord they will certainly say, “We were previously with you!” Is not Allaah the Best Aware of that which is in the hearts of the creation?

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
2) from the people – meaning: some people
3) are those who say, “We have eemaan in Allaah” – meaning: they claim upon their tongues to have eemaan 
4) the tribulation of the people – their harms and their receiving from them that which they dislike 
5) to be just like the punishment of Allaah – he makes the harms of the people which he undergoes on account of his holding fast to his religion to be just like the punishment of Allaah which he would undergo for renouncing his religion.

So such a person flees from the suffering due to the harms of the people and goes to the suffering due to the punishment of Allaah and he apostatizes from his religion.

6) we were previously with you – in the religion, so give us a share of the booty (obtained when the Muslims were given victory)!

7) that which is in the hearts of the creation – that which is in their hearts from eemaan or nifaaq (hypocrisy)
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
8) What difficulties are mentioned in this aayah that may befall the person who enters into eemaan without baseerah ?

As for the person who has entered into eemaan (true faith) without having baseerah (clear insight and understanding), then when he is afflicted with tribulations and harms at the hands of disbelievers he considers this just like the punishment of Allaah which the believers would flee from. 

And these harms inflicted on him by the disbelievers were without doubt also experienced by the Messengers and their followers at the hands of those people who opposed them.

So this person who lacks knowledge and understanding then flees from the (temporary) suffering associated with the punishment of the enemies of Allaah, by leaving his religion; and therefore flees to the (never ending) punishment of Allaah by doing so.

And this is a case of istijaar min al ramdaa ilaa an naar (jumping out of the frying pan into the fire).
9) What does such a person say when Allaah grants His allies victory?

If Allaah grants His allies victory, this person then says, “Indeed I was with you!”

But Allaah is Fully Aware of that hypocrisy which was really in his heart.
10) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It shows that fearing that the people will afflict a person with something disliked on account of his being a believer in Allaah is actually fearing other than Allaah.

And were a person to do this, it would necessitate his eemaan being weak.
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

11) That to fear the harm of the people on account of (a person’s having) eemaan is to fear other than Allaah.

12) The obligation of patiently bearing the harms encountered in the path of Allaah.

13) The despicable nature of the hypocrites’ resolve and determination.

14) An affirmation of ‘ilm (knowledge) for Allaah the Most High.
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And His statement:

The mosques of Allaah are only to be maintained by those who believe in Allaah and the Last Day and who establish the prayer and give the zakaat and who have khashyah of none but Allaah..

1) What is the completion of the aayah?

It is:

So they are indeed the rightly guided ones.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
2) are only to be maintained – they will only be maintained correctly through worship and obedience
3) who believe in Allaah (up to the end of the quote) – those who have combined the acts of completion of knowledge and action 

4) khashyah  - this means ‘fear and awe’. And what is meant by khashyah here is that which is ta’dheem (veneration) and worship and obedience.

As for natural, inborn fear such as fear of dangerous things in this world, then hardly anyone can be free of this fear.

So it is befitting that a person in all of these matters has fear of the preordainment of Allaah and of that which He is going to do.
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
5) What does Allaah tell us in the aayah previous to this one from Soorah at Tawbah?

The previous aayah is:

It is not for the people of shirk that they maintain the mosques of Allaah whilst they bear witness against their own selves with kufr (disbelief). These people  - their deeds will be rendered null and void and they will reside in the Fire forever.

So in that aayah, Allaah negated from the mushrikeen that they maintain the mosques in a spiritual sense through worship.

And in this aayah quoted by the Imaam here, he affirmed that the maintenance of the mosques be through worship done by the people of eemaan .
6) What praiseworthy characteristics are mentioned in this aayah that the Imaam ibn ‘Abdul Wahhaab rahimahullaah quotes?

So the believers, those who maintain the mosques, believe with their hearts and act with their limbs, are constant in establishing the prayer and giving the zakaat to those who are due it, and those who make their fear and awe purely and sincerely for Allaah, the Most High.
7) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

This shows the obligation of making the khashyah (fear and awe) purely and sincerely (for Allaah), khashyah being the basis for the worship of Allaah.

With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

8) The obligation of making khashyah purely and sincerely for Allaah.

9) That a (good) deed brings about no benefit if accompanied by shirk.

10) That the upkeep of the mosques is only with obedience and righteous actions and not just through the act of building.

11) An encouragement upon maintenance of the mosques in both a physical and spiritual sense.
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And from Aboo Sa’eed radi Allaahu ‘anhu in a marfoo’ form:

It is from the weakness of yaqeen  that you seek to please the people by angering Allaah and that you praise them for the sustenance given by Allaah and that you criticise them for that which Allaah did not give to you.

Indeed, the sustenance given by Allaah is not brought about by the eagerness of the eager one, nor is it repelled by the dislike of the one who dislikes.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) yaqeen – this is the opposite of ‘doubt’ and here it means ‘complete eemaan’
2) you seek to please the people by angering Allaah – meaning: you give precedence to pleasing them over and above pleasing Allaah 

3) that you praise them – you thank them and you praise them
4) for the sustenance given by Allaah  - for that which comes to you from Him at the hands of the people  - in that you ascribe this to the people and you forget the One who bestowed it upon you as a blessing and a favour
5) and that you criticise them for that which Allaah did not give to you – meaning: when you request something from them, and they then withhold that from you, you rebuke them for that.
With regards to the general meaning of this narration:
6) What praiseworthy characteristics that a Muslim should have are mentioned in this narration?

The Muslim should have strong trust in Allaah and tawakkul (reliance) upon Him, believing that everything occurs by His arrangement and will. From that are the asbaab (means). So if Allaah wishes, the desired results will occur from the means and if Allaah wishes, the desired results will not follow on from those means. 
7) Under what circumstances should we not praise Allaah?

All of the affair returns back to Allaah, whether the desired results occur after we have put the means into place or whether they do not occur.

So Allaah is the One praised in both times of ease and times of difficulty. And this is complete eemaan.
8) How is this different from the person whose heart is attached to the people?

If the person’s heart is attached to the people and inclines towards the means, then when he attains some goodness at the hands of the people, he praises them. And if he does not obtain what he wishes for, then he rebukes and blames them.

So his yaqeen  is in this way deficient as is his tawakkul (reliance) upon Allaah.
9) How does the end of this narration emphasise what is contained in the beginning of the narration?

The end of the hadeeth mentions that giving and withholding occur by the Command of Allaah and in accordance with His Wisdom.

And they do not come about through the servant eagerly wishing for them or his dislike.
10) What is the relevance of this narration to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It shows the obligation of attaching one’s heart to Allaah with regards to bringing about that which is beneficial and repelling that which is harmful – as well as the obligation to fear and have awe of Allaah alone.

It also shows the obligation to not turn to the creation with praise or rebuke for that which is given or withheld. 
With regards to benefits of the narration, fill in the missing words:

This narration shows:

11) The obligation of having tawakkul (reliance) upon Allaah and having khashyah (awe) of Him and seeking rizq (provision) from Him.

12) An affirmation of the qadaa (preordainment) and the qadr (predecree).
13) Not depending on the means (alone).

14) Giving precedence to pleasing Allaah over pleasing the created being.
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And from ‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Whoever seeks the pleasure of Allaah at the expense of angering the people, Allaah will be pleased with him and will the people be pleased with him.

And whoever seeks the pleasure of the people at the expense of angering Allaah, Allaah will be angry with him and will make the people angry with him.

Reported by ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh.

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
1) What does this hadeeth explain to us?
It explains the path by which the pleasure of Allaah and the pleasure of the people is obtained. It also clarifies the path by which the anger of Allaah is obtained, and the anger of the people. 

So sometimes, what the people want is in opposition to that which Allaah has legislated, from that which will bring about goodness now and in the future.  
2) How does this hadeeth highlight the difference between the person of correct eemaan and the person whose eemaan is not firm?
The person of eemaan (true faith) gives precedence to the pleasure of Allaah over the pleasure of the people. So he persists upon that which Allaah has legislated, not paying any attention to the blame of one who blames. 
3) What consequences lie in store for the person who pleases Allaah by angering the people?

Allaah gives him help and victory because he has taqwaa (fear and dutifulness to Allaah).

And whoever has taqwaa of Allaah, then He makes for him a way out (from difficulty).

4) What consequences lie in store for the person who pleases the people by angering Allaah?

This person gives precedence to pleasing the people over pleasing Allaah, trying to bring about whatever they want even if this in opposition to what Allaah has commanded with. 

And this person in fact fears the people and does not fear Allaah. So Allaah will turn this person’s wish back on him and the one who praises him will become one who criticises him. 

So the people will not avail this person anything against Allaah; and the person will harm himself and harm those whom he wished to bring benefit to, through (his) disobedience of Allaah.
5) What is the relevance of this narration to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It shows the obligation of having fear and awe of Allaah and of giving precedence to pleasing Him over pleasing the creation.

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

6) The obligation to have khashyah (awe) of Allaah and to give precedence to pleasing Him over pleasing His creation.

7) An explanation of the end result of the person who gives preference to pleasing the people over pleasing Allaah.

8) The obligation to have tawakkul (reliance) upon Allaah and to depend upon Him.

9) An explanation of the praiseworthy outcomes of giving precedence to pleasing Allaah - and of the evil outcomes of giving precedence to pleasing the people over pleasing Allaah.

10) That the hearts of the servants are in the Hand of Allaah, the Perfect.
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