Chapter 30

What has been reported about seeking rain by the anwaa’ (movement of the stars)
Chapter 30 Box 1/3
And the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

And instead (of thanking Allaah) for the provision He gives you, you deny Him!

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) How may a person fall into shirk akbar (major shirk) in this matter?
They may do this by ascribing rainfall to the position of a star - holding it as their belief that the position of a star has an effect upon the descent of the rain. 

This corrupt belief is just like the belief that the dead or absent people may bring about benefit or repel harm.
2) How may a person fall into shirk asghar (lesser shirk) in this matter?
They may do this by believing that the position of the star is only one of the causes for the descent of the rain, without believing that the position of the star has an effect upon its descent.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
3) what has been reported – meaning: by way of threat
4) by the anwaa’ -  anwaa’ is the plural of naw’ and it refers to the stations of the moon which are twenty eight in number. The moon settles each night in one of these stations.

And this is shown in His statement, He the Most High:

And We have decreed for the Moon set stations.

And these are twenty eight stars, well known for their places of rising every twenty three days. One of them sets at the time of appearance of the fajr and at this time, its opposite star in the east appears. And all of them complete their movement when the lunar year is completed.

The Arabs used to claim in the time of Jaahiliyyah that when one of these stars sets, and the opposite one rises, that there would be rain as a result, saying “We received rain through such and such star.”
5) and instead (of thanking Allaah) for the provision He gives you – you make your due share of thanks (which should be given for Allaah’s favour in sending down rain upon you) into denial!
6) you deny – by ascribing favours to other than Allaah e.g. to stars by saying “We received rain through such and such a star.”
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
7) Whom does Allaah rebuke in this aayah and why?

He rebukes the people of shirk for their rejection of the favour of Allaah by ascribing the descent of rain to a star. 

Allaah tells us that this saying of theirs is an outright lie because the descent of rain only occurs by the Favour of Allaah and by His Decree. The creation has no part to play in this.

8) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It is that Allaah, the Perfect, negates ascribing the descent of rain to anything else besides Him, whether that be to the stars or to the position of the stars, etc and He described this false ascription as being a kadhib (a lie). 
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

9) That it is false and futile to ascribe the descent of the rain to the anwaa.

10) That ascribing the descent of the rain to the stars is a lie.

11) The obligation of making shukr to Allaah for His blessings and the obligation to ascribe the descent of the rain to Him, an action of His which He does as a favour upon us and fine treatment (ihsaan) to us.

Chapter 30 Box 2/3

And from Aboo Maalik al Ash’aree radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There are four matters of jaahiliyyah present in my ummah (nation) which they will not leave: having pride on account of ahsaab (ancestry), and cursing lineage (of others), and attributing rain to the stars, and wailing over the dead.

And he said:

The woman who wails, if she does not repent before her death, will be raised on the Day of Resurrection and upon her will be a garment of (molten) copper and an armour of mange.

Reported by Muslim.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

1) Aboo Maalik – his name was al Haarith ibn al Haarith from Shaam who was a Companion.
2) Jaahiliyyah – that time of ignorance which came before the sending of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. The people of that time were so called because of their extreme ignorance. 

So everything which contradicts that which the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came with is Jaahiliyyah.

3) they will not leave – this nation will do that either in the knowledge that it is forbidden or in ignorance of that.
4) (having pride on account of) ahsaab – boasting to the people about one’s forefathers and their exploits.
5) cursing lineage – defaming the lineage of others, mentioning faults and belittling them.
6) attributing rain to the stars – attributing rain and rainfall to the stars and the movements of the stars.

7) wailing  - meaning: raising the voice and wailing over the dead.
8) garment of (molten) copper – this will be smeared upon her such that it becomes like a garment
9) armour – a garment woven from iron, worn during warfare.
10) mange – a skin disease.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
11) This hadeeth mentions which four sinful matters from Jaahiliyyah that some people from this nation will fall into?

1) Boasting of one’s ancestry – despite the fact that there is no honour except through taqwaa (fearing Allaah and being dutiful to him)
2) Belittling the lineage of others and finding fault with it

3) Ascribing rainfall to the rising of the stars and the position of the moon relative to the stars

4) Raising the voice with crying upon the deceased and wailing.
12) What is the punishment for the person who persists upon the last of these without repenting?

He will come on the Day of Resurrection with his body smeared with molten copper to the extent that it is like a gown, so that fire will ignite through it and it will adhere to his skin with a foul smell.
13) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It contains a proof for the prohibition of ascribing rain to the positions of the stars and that this is from the actions of the times of pre Islaamic ignorance.

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

14) The prohibition of attributing rain to the anwaa’ and that it is from the affairs of Jaahiliyyah.

15) That there are some matters of Jaahiliyyah which some of the people will not leave.

16) That whatever is from the affairs of Jaahiliyyah and their practices is considered to be something blameworthy in the religion of Islaam.

17) The forbiddance of resembling (the actions of) Jaahiliyyah.

18) The prohibition of having pride in one’s ancestry and that it is from the actions of Jaahiliyyah.

19) The prohibition of criticising and belittling a person’s lineage.

20) The prohibition of wailing over the dead and an explanation of its punishment and that it is from the major sins.

21) That sincere repentance expiates for sins, even if they are grave sins.

22) That a Muslim may sometimes have with him something from the characteristics of Jaahiliyyah and that this does not necessitate his kufr.

Chapter 30 Box 2/3
And from both of them from Zayd ibn Khaalid al Juhanee who said:

The Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam led us in the morning prayer at al Hudaybiyyah and there was a trace of rain (that had fallen) during the night.. So when he turned (after completing the prayer) he faced the people and said:

Do you know what your Lord has said?

They said:

Allaah and His Messenger know best.

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

He said: Some of My servants entered upon morning as believers in Me and (others as) disbelievers. 

So as for the person who said: We received rain through the Bounty of Allaah and through His Mercy, then that person truly believes in Me and disbelieves in the star. 

And as for the person who said: We received rain by the (position of) such and such a star, then that person is a disbeliever in Me and a believer in the star.

And from both of them is the hadeeth of ibn ‘Abbaas with this meaning.

And it contains:
Some people said: (The position) of such and such a star turned out to be correct. 

(ibn ‘Abbaas said):So Allaah revealed the aayah:

So I swear by the setting of the stars!

up to His Statement:

And instead (of thanking Allaah) for the provision He gives you, you deny Him!

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) Zayd ibn Khaalid – he was al Juhanee al Madinee, the well known Companion.
2) al Hudaybiyyah – a village named after a well which is one riding stage from Makkah. It is nowadays known as ash Shumaysi.
3) so when he turned – meaning when he turned his face to the people who had been led in the prayer. And the intent here is not that he moved away from (that) place.
4) Do you know – A word in the form of a question whose meaning was (actually) to draw people’s attention (to what was to be said).
5) some of My ’ibaadee (servants) – what is meant here is the ‘uboodiyyah (worship/servitude) in a general manner.
6) (others as) disbelievers – meaning al kufr al asghar (the lesser kufr).
7) We received rain by the (position of) such and such a star – meaning: he ascribed the rain to other than Allaah whilst holding as his ‘aqeedah that it was Allaah who was the One who caused the rain to fall.
8) the setting of the stars – meaning: the rising place of the stars and their setting place, according to the statement of most of the scholars of tafseer.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
9) What two categories were the people divided into by Allaah here?
Allaah tested the people by bestowing the Favour of causing rain to fall upon them, the rain that was necessary for their life.

When He did this, Allaah divided the people into two categories:

1) a category of people who acknowledged the Favour of Allaah and ascribed the Blessing to Him in the manner of shukr (giving thanks).

2) a category who denied the Favour of Allaah and ascribed the Blessing to the rising of the star or its setting.

So the action of the first of these categories of people was called eemaan.

And the action of the second was called kufr.
10) What false idea was refuted by the aayaat revealed from Soorah al Waaqi’ah?
So I swear by the setting of the stars.

And it is indeed a tremendous oath, if you but knew.

That (this) is an honourable recitation.

In a Book well guarded (with Allaah).

(A Book) which none can touch except for the purified ones (the angels).

A Revelation from the Lord of all the creation.

Is it this speech (the Qur’aan) which you deny?
And instead (of thanking Allaah) for the provision He gives you, you deny Him.

These aayaat refuted the ascribing of the descent of the rain to the stars.

11) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

This aayah shows the prohibition of the rain to the position of the stars and described this false belief as being kufr and a lie.
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

12) That it is prohibited to ascribe the descent of rain to the stars and that this belief is deemed to be kufr.

13) That it is Islaamically legislated to teach the people and to draw their attention to that which will render their ‘aqeedah deficient.

14) The obligation to show gratitude to Allaah for His blessing and that it is not permissible to ascribe it to other than Him.

15) Conveying the information being taught by means of questions and answers because that instills the information more effectively.

16) That the person who is asked something about which he does not know must refrain and refer the knowledge back to the one who knows it.

17) That attributing of Bounty and Mercy to Allaah.

18) That there are types of kufr which do not take a person out of the fold of Islaam.
� Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayah 82


� Soorah YaaSeen (36) aayah 39


� Reported by Muslim (no 934).


� And Shaykh al Ghudayaan hafidhahullaah added: No matter what time it occurs in, or what place it occurs in, or from whoever it occurs.


� And Shaykh al Ghudayaan hafidhahullaah added: And not to Allaah, the Majestic and Most High.


� Reported by Muslim (no 73).


� Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayaat 75 to 82


� Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayaat 75 to 82





